Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — February 2020

Last month, Honduras lost the MACCIH and its Honduran counterpart UFECIC, this month it lost
the strong leadership at OACNUDH in the person of Maria Soledad Pazo. The defenselessness of
Honduras’ civil society and human rights defenders further increased. At the same time, a new
report highlighted that Honduran human rights defenders suffered the most attacks worldwide
related to businesses. Another source of violence is the police, which itself lived through a difficult
month as police commissioner Leonel Luciano Sauceda Guifarro was arrested. This further raised
question about the work of the purging committee which just previously had promoted Sauceda.
Last but not least, another member of the newly coined “Hernandez Clan” was arrested in the US
for links to drug trafficking - Mauricio Hernandez Pineda, former member of the police force and
cousin of JOH. Welcome to another month in Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Abbreviations

AS) Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

BID Inter-American Development Bank

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CDM Center for Women's Rights

CIPRODEH Center for Human Rights Research and Promotion

CMH Medical Association Honduras

CNA National Anti-Corruption Council

COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
COIPRODEN Coordination of Private Institutions for Children’s Rights
CONADEH National Human Rights Commission

COPINH Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras
FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Operators
FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras

FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

IACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFERCO Special Prosecuting Unit against Corruption Networks

UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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Human Rights and Their Defenders

February was not a good month for human rights in Honduras.' After weeks of uncertainty, the
departure of the head of OACNUDH in Honduras, Maria Soledad Pazo, was made official.> Human
rights defender Edy Tabora denounced that it was due to pressure by the JOH regime. He
denounced this as a strategy "to weaken an office that has been denouncing the serious situation of
human rights violations in Honduras".> Human rights defender Gilda Rivera sees this as part of the
strategy by the JOH regime to have important bodies and personalities in the struggle against
corruption and human rights violations withdrawn from Honduras.* "We know that her term was
expiring as established by the Human Rights Council, but we know that this term can be renewed
and from our analysis as civil society we consider that her departure is quite inopportune and that
there could be certain types of pressure from the government not to renew her mandate".> The
regional secretary of UITA wrote an open letter to High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet regarding
OACNUDH in Honduras expressing grave concern about the departure of both the deputy head
Silvia Lavagnoli and the head of the office Maria Soledad Pazo within just two months.® Bertha
Oliva denounces that "Bachelet is leaving Honduran human rights defenders orphaned by the abrupt
removal of (...) Maria Soledad Pazo".

The UN has released the Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on
the situation of human rights in Honduras.” ® This May, Honduras will have its third Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva.? Pasos de Animal Grande
looks back at the two previous ones in 2010 and 2015 and all the unfulfilled recommendations by
the JOH regime.'® Amnesty International published its annual report on the human rights situation
across the globe in 2019. On Honduras they write: "The Honduran security forces brutally repressed
protests between April and June. Human rights defenders continued to be subjected to attacks,
including killings and the misuse of criminal proceedings against them. This raised further concerns
over the shrinking space for civil society in the country. Persistent high levels of crime and
violence, impunity, inequality and poverty led thousands of people to flee Honduras, either
individually or as part of several “caravans” seeking refuge in the USA and Mexico. However, in
September the governments of Honduras and the United States signed an Asylum Cooperative
Agreement, also known as a “safe third country” agreement, provoking well-founded concerns

http://defensoresenlinea.com/carta-de-rel-uita-a-la-alta-comisionada-michelle-bachelet/
ENG: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodiess/HRC/RegularSessions/Session43/Documents/A HRC 43 3 Add2 AUV.DOCX

SP: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodiessfHRC/RegularSessions/Session43/Documents/A HRC 43 3 Add2 AUV SP.DOCX

http://defensoresenlinea.com/12722-2/

_ OO UTA WN -

0

http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/contexto/item/2707-estado-de-honduras-a-las-puertas-de-una-nueva-examinacion-de-los-derechos-humanos-en-el-epu
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http://www.radioamerica.hn/oacnudh-ha-venido-sufriendo-hostigamiento-por-parte-del-gobierno-de-honduras-edy-tabora/
https://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1233111733314686977
https://www.radioprogresohn.net/instante/salida-de-titular-de-la-oacnudh-deja-indefensa-a-la-poblacion-berta-oliva/
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about Honduras’ capacity to ensure the protection of people forced to seek asylum there instead of
the US.""

Also this month, the National Network of Women Human Rights Defenders in Honduras (RNDDH)
held its first National Situation Analysis, "a space for reflection and political discussion for women
who recognize the country's structural problems and are interested in generating strategies for
political, social, economic and cultural transformation from a feminist perspective". In a press
release, they highlighted various findings, such as "a badly distributed general state budget" or "a
growing application of neoliberal measures accompanied by the progressive dismantling of all

public institutions"."

Assassinations

"On February 6, 1995, Blanca Jeannette Kawas Fernandez was murdered in retaliation for her work
in defense of human rights and the environment after she denounced cases of illegal logging and
publicly opposed various economic projects on the Punta Sal Peninsula. 25 years later, her case, like
that of hundreds of environmentalists murdered in Honduras, remains totally unpunished.""?

Gabriel Chacon, a lawyer in Tegucigalpa, was murdered in his house in front of his wife and
daughter.

Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

"From 2015 to 2019, the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre has documented more than
2,000 attacks on HRDs raising concerns about business-related human rights abuses - from
frivolous lawsuits, arbitrary arrests and detentions to death threats, beatings and even killings."
They also have a case study on Honduras and the findings are very bleak. "In 2019, Honduras was
the country with the highest number of attacks against HRDs related to business. (...) Since the 2009
coup, Honduras’s economic growth strategy has been focused on opening the country to mining,
agribusiness and renewable energy investment and in 2011, the government declared the country
"open for business". As part of this promise, the government has relaxed environmental regulations,
and approved projects without ensuring free, prior and informed consent. In 2019 we recorded 98
attacks on HRDs in Honduras, up from 31 in 2018.""

The offices of Via Campesina Honduras were robbed again this month.'® It was the ninth attack on
their offices in recent time."” IM-Defensoras denounced the defamation campaign against journalist
and human rights defender Dina Meza. "From various profiles and Facebook pages, images were
published with photographs of the defender and the detained youth [from a COPINH rally, see last

11 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR0113532020ENGLISH.PDF
12 hipus —

13

14 https://tiempo.hn/asesinan-a-un-abogado-frente-a-su-esposa-e-hija-en-residencial-las-uvas/

15 https://dispatches.business-humanrights.org/hrd-january-2020/index.html

16
17
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https://tiempo.hn/asesinan-a-un-abogado-frente-a-su-esposa-e-hija-en-residencial-las-uvas/
https://www.radioprogresohn.net/portada/a-25-anos-del-asesinato-de-jeannette-kawas-honduras-tiene-pendiente-garantizar-justicia/
http://im-defensoras.org/2020/02/boletin-informativo-31-de-enero-2020-la-rnddh-desarrolla-jornada-de-analisis-de-coyuntura-nacional/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR0113532020ENGLISH.PDF
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week] with comments where she is accused of "helping mareros and delinquents to go free" which

in the Honduran context means placing Dina in the sights of multiple aggressors."'®

But there were also some good news this month. A judge dismissed the criminalizing trial against
defender and priest Florentino Hernandez from El Triunfo, Choluteca (see January monitor)." The
environmental defenders Ivan Judrez and Meregildo Guillén from the community of Cuaca, located
in the municipality of Gualaco had gone to the MP to ask it to investigate illegal logging in the
community, but instead of investigating, it notified the businessman Nery Roberto Murillo
Montalvan held responsible for the logging. He then went on to criminalize the community. But
now. the Court of Judgments of Juticalpa, Olancho issued a definitive dismissal of the case.*

Indigenous Peoples

The MP presented charges against the president of the Honduran Association of Renewable Energy,
Elsia Esther Paz Mancias, who has been publicly attacking indigenous peoples and human rights
defenders for their opposition to extractive projects. The MP accused her of discrimination against
indigenous Lenca leaders.”’  COPINH welcomed this* and thanked Jany del Cid, the special
prosecutor for Indigenous people, for bringing charges of discrimination against the president of the
Honduran Assoc of Renewable Energy for “publicly insulting the Lenca people".* Honduras'
indigenous communities hope that this serves as a legal precedent.” The Coalition against Impunity
published a press release denouncing the "racist and classist behaviour" by Paz.*®

On the day of the hearing, COPINH held a Dignity Rally of the Lenca People outside the courts in
Tegucigalpa.”’ The protest was met with state violence as the police started to arbitrarily detain
young protesters.”® One of them, Selvin Milla, member of a community radio, was later transferred
to the hospital due to the blows he received by the police.” * ' Berta Zuniga, coordinator of
COPINH, denounced: "The police have a "natural” instinct to side with the tie-wearing, high-heeled
people who show in their appearance their superiority and also a brutal prejudice with young people
with simple clothes, piercing and bracelets. Today we have experienced xenophobia".** The three
young men detained were later released again.* But then the court dropped the charges against Paz

18 http://im-defensoras.org/2020/02/alertadefensorashn/
19 http://defensoresenlinea.com/declaran-sin-lugar-querella-contra-el-padre-florentino-hernandez/

20 http://defensoresenlinea.com/sobreseimiento-definitivo-para-ambientalistas-querellados-por-defender-el-bosque/
21 https://www.mp.hn/index.php/author-login/153-febrero2020/5451-requerimiento-fiscal-contra-presidenta-de-la-asociacion-de-energia-electrica-renovable

22 http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/contexto/item/2693-por-discriminacion-contra-indigenas-lencas-libran-requerimiento-fiscal-contra-presidenta-de-empresas-energeticas

23 https://copinh.org/2020/02/fiscalia-de-etnias-presenta-requerimiento-fiscal-contra-elsia-paz-video/

24 hupsstwitter.com/JosephBerra/status/1227731119308759045

25
26
27 hupsi/twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1230887379730403328

28

29 https://twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1230920265011548160

http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/contexto/item/2708-por-protestar-contra-la-discriminacion-de-que-han-sido-victimas-detienen-a-integrantes-de-copinh

30  hups:/twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1230973774071304198
31  htps://twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1231081219628191744
32 https://twitter.com/BerthaZunigal/status/1230959119462473729
33 https://copinh.org/2020/02/liberados-los-jovenes-detenidos-ayer/
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and the hope for an important legal precedent vanished again.** At least the Special Prosecutor's
Office for Ethnic Affairs and Cultural Heritage later challenged the dismissal of the charges.*

Maria Santos, National Coordinator of Indigenous and Black Women of Honduras, CONAMINH,
denounced verbal aggression, harassment and death threats against several women defenders who
belong to the original Maya Chorti people, in the community of El Florido, Santa Rita, in the
department of Copén.*

FPIC

The Observatory of the Human Rights of Honduras' Indigenous and Black Peoples (ODHPINH)
invited opposition politicians to inform them about the problematic consultation bill promoted by
Nationalist congressman Oscar Najera.”’” * Berta Ztiniga Caceres, coordinator of COPINH,
denounced that the bill contains three problematic proposals: "1. To limit who will be consulted and
only refer to those directly affected when in the extractive projects there are affected people who are
not in the project area. 2.- To establish that the consultation period will be 120 days and this does
not respect the communities' times. 3.- To establish that the head of the CONACOL will be
appointed by the President of the Republic and not by the indigenous peoples."* Later in February,
ContraCorriente spoke with Olivia Zuniga Caceres, Libre congresswoman and daughter of Berta
Caceres, about the Najera Bill, extractivism in Honduras and the lack of legitimacy of the
indigenous groups presented by the JOH regime to whitewash the bill.*’

The Case of Berta Caceres

COPINH and Berta's family help a press conference this month outside the MP accompanied by
human rights organizations and social movement. They handed over a petition to the MP
demanding the prosecution of the intellectual authors for the murder of Berta Caceres. The petition

was signed by over 1000 national and international organizations and individuals.*' *

Also in February, the expert mission on the Berta Caceres case together with Honduran indigenous
and human rights organizations held a forum on the link between the violation of free, prior and
informed consent and the assassination of Berta.* * A day later, they presented a report®
highlighting the "history debt of justice". "Justice in the case of Berta Caceres will not be fully
realized until the responsibilities for the intellectual authorship of the actions as well as for the

34 https://tiempo.hn/dictan-sobreseimiento-definitivo-a-favor-de-elsia-paz123/

35 //www.mp.hn/index. i

36 http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/denuncias/item/2699-testaferros-ligados-a-crimen-organizado-amenazan-a-lideresas-del-pueblo-maya-chorti
37 https://copinh.org/2020/02/porque-estamos-en-contra-del-la-ley-najera/

40

41 https://copinh.org/2020/02/no-mas-excusas-el-mundo-exige-justicia-para-berta/

42 http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/component/k2/item/2680-enjuiciamiento-a-los-autores-intelectuales-en-el-crimen-de-berta-caceres-reiteran-en-escrirto-presentado-ante-mp

44 http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/denuncias/item/2687-senalan-en-conversatorio-estado-implementa-una-farsa-detras-de-la-consulta-previa

https://copinh.org/2020/02/foro-publico-consulta-previa-y-el-crimen-de-berta-caceres/

45 https://www2.abogacia.es/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Resumen-ejecutivo-misi%C3%B3n-Berta-C%C3%A 1 ceres.pdf
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different delaying tactics and the hindering of the investigation and trial of the case are
established."*°

There was also news on the Gualcarque Fraud case. The MP informed that a court dismissed the
attempt by the accused of the case to avoid a hearing.”’

LGBTIQ

Honduras LGBTIQ community denounced that "[t]he deaths against the LGTBI community
continue to be treated as a common crime, without analyzing the fact that they are members of a

discriminated group where the State of Honduras tries to avoid his responsibility."*®

Freedom of Expression and Journalists

Honduras is one of the most dangerous places in the world to be a journalist. During the last decade,
at least 40 have been killed in connection with their work, according to a report published by the
International Press Institute (IPI). This figure makes Honduras the second deadliest country for a
reporter, and more dangerous than some war zones. Even worse, including social communicators
and media workers in general, the number is likely to be over 80.* C-Libre published a report
yesterday on journalism and freedom of expression in Honduras called "From Informative Silence
to Exodus".* ** According to the report, least 20 journalists had to leave Honduras between 2018

and 2019 to save their lives.>* >

The social communicator Mauricio Ortega wanted to report a missing person to the police in Omoa,
Cortés, but the police did not attend him and a police agent tried to force him out of the station.*
Later, the police agent even accused him and Ortega had to appear before a judge.® ** Trying to
cover the murder of a young man in police detention, the journalist Nahtin Monje was harassed and
threatened with death by the police.” Journalist Esdras Amado Lopez filed an appeal of
unconstitutionality at the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court for the annulment of the
trial against a member of the Armed Forces who broke into the Canal 36 facilities in Tegucigalpa
during the coup d'état.>® The president of the Honduran College of Journalists (CPH), Dagoberto
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Rodriguez, denounces that journalists are being restricted and threatened so that information can no
longer inform the public because of the danger to their lives.*

Criterio reported on the ongoing criminalization of journalist Jairo Antonio Lépez. The MP now
even accuses him of possession of commercial explosives and possession of home-made
construction devices. They even went after a former member of the police who had been assigned
as a guard for the journalist.®* "[W]ith tears in his eyes and his choked voice [he] asked Edison
Lanza, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights (IACHR), this Thursday to do something for his case because otherwise they are

going to put him in jail or kill him".®*

Penal Code

A new scheme by Congress regarding the new Penal Code caused widespread condemnation this
month.® C-Libre detected no less than 20 attacks on freedom of expression in the Penal Code.®
According to C-Libre, among the main impacts of the approval of the new Penal Code are "the lack
of transparency and accountability in relation to the drafting, discussion and approval process, the
limited access to information in relation to the discussion schedule of the draft Penal Code and the
weakness of channels of dialogue in the process of building the Penal Code and the limited impact
of the observations by civil society".** One main problem with the Penal Code remains the legal
persecution with possible prison sentences of so-called crimes against honor, i.e. injury or
defamation.® The political opposition called the newest changes to the Penal Code illegal.® In a
press release, the National Anti-Corruption Council (CNA) later agreed with this assertion.®’

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, Edison Lanza, held a speech this
month in Honduras saying that if the new Penal Code were to enter into force as it stands, Honduras
would go backwards in terms of freedom of expression, while he also regretted that murders against
journalists continue to go unpunished.” * He also asked for the decriminalization of honor crimes.”
"[S]ocial communicators and journalists located in different departments of Honduras presented a
letter with petitions according to the specific needs and problems of their work context and, above
all, the impact that the new Criminal Code will have on the exercise of journalism, to the IACHR's
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, so that he can intercede in accordance with his

mandate before the State of Honduras".”
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Violence against Women

This month, the JOH regime once again announced a special commission to investigate femicides -
there are already bodies responsible for that but they are underfunded and lack a strong mandate.”
Accordingly, the Center for Women's Studies of Honduras, together with 28 organizations that make
up the Platform November 25 demanded that the JOH regime invest more resources from the
General Budget to counteract violence against women.”

Cristina Alvarado of the Movimiento de Mujeres por la Paz Visitacion Padilla denounced that more
than 50 women have been murdered so far this year in Honduras and demanded that a national
emergency be declared.”

Protection Mechanism

Almost six years after a resolution by the IACHR, in which it requested the State of Honduras to
adopt protection measures to benefit more than one hundred members of peasant organizations in
Bajo Aguan, the demands are still not met.”

Political Prisoners

In the evidentiary hearing against the political prisoner Rommel Baldemar Herrera Portillo this
month, the US Embassy in Honduras intended to charge him $1.7 million for alleged damage to the
structure of the embassy. The defense of the accused has opposed the charge because it is
disproportionate and not calculated according to the law.” 7”7 The hearing will continue in April.”®
The trial against the political prisoner Ratl Alvarez, currently free after 19 months in prison, was
set to December 3. Already in May, he will face other charges together with the second political
prisoner Edwin Espinal.”

This month, the National Committee for the Liberation of the Political Prisoners commemorated its
two years of existence and on this occasion it demanded that all the criminalizing charges be
dropped against the people who protested against the electoral fraud in late 2017, beginning 2018.%
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Extractive Industries

In 2013, the British company BG Group International signed a exploration and exploitation
agreement for oil with the Honduran government. BG Group was later bought by Shell which then
sold the license to Azipetrol Honduras and CarbiX, the later again from the UK. The drilling of the
new well is expected to take place in 2021, in the Mosquitia region on the Atlantic coast where the
government granted a 4-year concession, extendable by two years, as well as a concession of 20
years for exploitation.®

While the extractive industry continues to try to forces its way in Honduras, public resistance
grows. Honduras' social movements organized a first Encounter of the Peoples in Defense of Water
and the Environment where they formed a national movement in defense of the natural resources.®
Over 20 communities from Honduras and even El Salvador met in Tegucigalpa to denounce the
widespread destruction by extractive industries.* The municipality of Tela declared itself a Green
Municipality. “The declaration includes a ban on the sale of turtle eggs, protection of the forest
especially in water-producing areas, as well as strategies to end the planting of African palm
monocultures in protected areas, such as the Jeannette Kawas White National Park. It also includes
a ban on single-use plastics (straws and bottles)."® At the same time in Comayagua, the community
Motatal said no in a public town hall meeting to the exploitation of their rivers.* In Marcala, La
Paz, its residents approved that there will be no more logging, mining or hydroelectric projects in
their territory.?* Over 70 communities in Honduras have so far declared themselves free of
extractive projects.”

Hydroelectricity

After a prolonged struggle, the community of Pajuiles near Tela, Atlantida is still waiting for the
Supreme Court of Justice to issue a resolution to stop the construction of the Central El Progreso
project by HIDROCEP.* El Pulso reported that communities in the municipality of Patuca, Olancho
living near the Patuca III hydroelectric dam project have been affected by flooding and have been
cut off from their environment.*

"In the face of global threats to water, as a country we have an obligation to promote minimum
agreements on water, which will help to address current deficiencies and prevent future conflicts.
First agreement. To establish water as a strategic asset for the country. This implies revising the
current General Water Law, establishing new legal regulations that protect water as a strategic asset
for the population and for the State. It implies that our rivers, aquifers, and lakes are a priority in
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terms of public policy. Second agreement. Linked to the first agreement, to define water as a public
good and a human right. This implies that under no circumstances should community and municipal
water systems be privatized, it implies rescuing SANAA, investing in it and turning it into a
strategic institution of the State. Third agreement. Revise the current development model centered
on extractivism, because it has become the main threat to the water production cycle and the entire
ecosystem. To continue with this model is to sign the death certificate of the rivers that are still
alive. Fourth agreement. To promote educational processes in public schools as well as private
institutions on the care and production of water. This implies raising awareness about water use,
creating programs for protecting national parks, programs for delimiting and reforesting micro-

basins, and programs for educating and protecting national aquifers."*

Mining

February began with news in the Guapinol case.”” The Municipal Committee for the Defense of the
Commons and Public Assets of Tocoa, Colon held a press conference denouncing that the mining
concession for the extraction and processing of iron oxide in favor of the companies Inversiones
Los Pinares and Pelletizadora Ecotek belonging to Lenir Perez, was granted illegally. They revealed
new irregularities found in the documentation that the company has presented to the environmental
authorities in order to obtain the corresponding environmental license and operating permits.”> On
February 25, Radio Progreso reported that 64-year old Jeremias Martinez would be the first of the
criminalized environmental defenders from Guapinol to go to court. He had already been in pre-trial
detention for 14 months.” Shortly afterwards, CEJIL argued before the Honduran Court of Appeals
that the deprivation of liberty of the seven criminalized defenders from Guapinol should be
revoked, as it constitutes an arbitrary measure contrary to international human rights standards and
due process guarantees.”

There was also international support. US congresswoman Jan Schakowsky spoke out about the
Guapinol case: "It is clear the Guapinol water Defenders in #Honduras must be immediately
released. Those who speak out to defend community water sources should not be jailed! T urge the
appeals court to act swiftly and ensure due process in this case."* Earth Rights International offered
a short overview of the case ending with the same call for justice. "Today, we join others in calling
for justice and the immediate release of the criminalized Guapinol defenders. Earth rights defenders
must be able to conduct their essential activities in defense of the earth, its resources, and their

communities without fear of criminalization and arbitrary detention."*
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Corruption and Its Enemies

Last December, the IACHR published a report on corruption and human rights.”” DPLF published a
helpful summary of its findings this month.*

On the launch of the Observatory of Criminal Anti-Corruption Policy, the CNA and FOSDEH
presented the result of a new study.” '® Honduras is losing 65 billion Lempiras every year to
corruption, that is 12.5% of its GPD.'"" Vice-dean at UNAH and economist Julio Raudales
welcomed study: "It is clear that the FOSDEH and CNA document allows us to conclude with
greater rigor, that corruption has a strong impact on the already turbulent life of the people and
perhaps it is worth asking and reflecting rigorously, what is the effect that acts of corruption and
above all their impunity have on the economy: How does it affect public finances, the distribution
of wealth and free competition between companies? Well, how much poorer is Honduras due to
these terrible vices of public behavior? Among the most common corrupt practices is the use of
public office for personal gain. (...) Another clear example is the construction of large public works
that are financed in an unjustified manner that entails enormous costs for the treasury and that do

not generate any social benefit or economic return."'*?

CONADEH's Roberto Herrera called corruption "the biggest threat" for democracy in Honduras.
And, interestingly, he considers to invite the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
Honduras.'® But Congress does not see this “threat” and made questionable reforms to the budget
this month. If there are surplus items in one sector, the Ministry of Finance will be empowered to
subtract them and allocate them where it sees fit.'* "Opposition deputies described the reforms as a
new abuse by the ruling party, and the creation of a legal way to finance the ruling party's
candidacies with public funds for the next electoral process."'® The MP announced the filing of an
injunction against the former rector of the National University of Agriculture (UNA) and 18 other
people, implicated in a millionaire diversion of resources that were used for an irregular salary
increase. The former rector, Marlon Escoto, was the Secretary of Education under Lobo and still
holds a position in the JOH regime.'” He was allowed to await trial for corruption outside prison.'”’

The construction of the Palmerola airport and its tender process had raised concerns on various
occasions (see previous monitors), this month the president of the private business lobby COHEP
demanded a revision of its contracts.'® Even La Prensa critically wrote: "The Palmerola
International Airport will be a profitable business for Inversiones Emco S.A de C.V. and for the

97 https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/CorrupcionDDHHES.pdf
98 http://www.dplf.org/sites/default/files/info corrupcion digital vf.pdf
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operator of the Munich-Franz Joseph Strauss International Airport, but it will represent a terrible
investment for the State of Honduras, which for nearly 30 years will not receive a single penny from
the administration and operation of the airport, nor from the payment of taxes."'® But there are not
only problems with airports. Rodulio Perdomo, an economist at Fosdeh, said that the most
expensive roads in Central America are in Honduras. According to him, in Costa Rica one kilometer
costs 700,000 dollars, while in Europe they are worth approximately 1.2 million dollars and in
Honduras they reach 2.3 million dollars.'"

New corruption cases were also made at the level of central and local government as well as in the
energy sector. The CNA presented a corruption case at the TSC against a high official at the
Development Secretariat (Sedis) for illegal enrichment."! They also informed about a corruption
network involving 25 current and former mayors accused of having embezzled 33.5 million
Lempiras. "> "In 2007, the Law for the Promotion of Electricity Generation from Renewable
Resources was approved, authorizing the direct purchase of energy without the need for bids and
the promotion of incentives for power-generating companies. Since then, more than 200 contracts
have been signed with private companies, of which only 90 have come into operation and are
generating energy. The installed capacity of renewable generators represents 62% of the total
contracted in the country. According to estimates by the Workers' Union of the National Electrical
Energy Company (STENEE), between renewables and thermal, Honduras produces an average of
1,600 megawatts of the 1,670 megawatts required in 2020. After 13 years, a large percentage of the
70 billion Lempiras of debt held by ENEE is due to contracts that guaranteed a great business for
the entrepreneurs, but meant tariff increases and no improvement for the approximately 1.6 million
inhabitants that do not have electricity in the country."'® Last but not least, ConfidencialHN
reported that a magistrate in the judiciary pulled strings so that a friend of his avoided going to jail

for tax fraud and alleged money laundering for which he has been under investigation since 2009."*
115

The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

CESPAD started the month trying to make sense of the end of the MACCIH. "The question then
arises: what is behind Juan Orlando Hernandez's decision not to extend the MACCIH agreement?
The answer to the previous question cannot be found from political rationality. (...) The rationality
that has dominated in the case of the non-renewal of the MACCIH agreement is the instrumental
and protective rationality by the networks of corruption and impunity in the face of possible judicial
actions, even at any political cost. There are those who still wonder why the MACCIH agreement
was not renewed if its actions did not reach the highest levels of political and economic power. The

109 https://www.laprensa.hn/premium/1355416-410/concesi%C3%B3n-de-palmerola-no-pagar%C3%A 1-canon-en-28-a%C3%B10s

Page 14 out of 32


https://confidencialhn.com/protegido-de-magistrado-pineda-valle-venia-defraudando-al-fisco-desde-hace-14-anos/
https://confidencialhn.com/magistrado-trafico-influencias-para-proteger-a-perseguido-por-defraudacion-fiscal-y-lavado/
https://contracorriente.red/2020/02/20/la-gran-estafa-renovable-de-la-enee/
https://criterio.hn/red-de-alcaldes-corruptos-desvio-mas-de-l-33-5-millones-de-las-aportaciones-al-ihss/
https://www.proceso.hn/actualidad/7-actualidad/cna-denuncia-a-alto-funcionario-de-sedis-por-presunto-enriquecimiento-ilicito.html
https://confidencialhn.com/senalan-que-honduras-tiene-las-carreteras-mas-costosas-de-centroamerica-odebrecht-fue-beneficiada/
https://www.laprensa.hn/premium/1355416-410/concesi%C3%B3n-de-palmerola-no-pagar%C3%A1-canon-en-28-a%C3%B1os

-ty ﬁ%ﬁ%unAs
\—) SUIZA

answer is that the non-renewal of the MACCIH agreement was a reaction not so much to what the
MACCIH had done, but to what it could do in a second period. (...) Now, without the MACCIH, the
context for the fight against corruption is extremely adverse. (...) A new unit has been set up at the
MP, the Special Prosecutor's Unit against Networks of Corruption (UFERCO), as well as UFECIC,
led by Prosecutor Luis Javier Santos. However, the same Prosecutor Santos, has denounced that
UFERCO has less budget than UFECIC; prosecutors have less protection and salaries are lower
(which generates discouragement) and do not have the support of at least 25 technical specialists
that UFECIC had through MACCIH. On 27 January 2020, Juan Orlando Hernandez announced a
new System of Transparency and Fight against Corruption and Impunity, which will be comprised
primarily of the Supreme Court, the Executive Branch, the Superior Court of Accounts, the National
Congress and the Attorney General's Office, among others. This initiative, which comes from the
government and, above all, from officials and institutions that have been denounced for being
involved in high-profile corruption cases and for being the ones who promoted the campaign
against the MACCIH until it was eliminated, lacks credibility and does not generate any type of

expectation in the fight against corruption.""

The CNA criticized that UFERCO does not have the right tools to fight corruption."” UFERCO
coordinator Luis Santos, meanwhile, repeated this month his call for international support for the
new anti-corruption body."® He also spoke with Radio Progreso. "I have been very clear that the
moment [ feel that there is not enough support to continue this fight, I will make my position
available to the Attorney General". He also admits that UFERCO "was born weakened, no longer
has the specialists assigned by the Maccih to accompany the investigations and does not have
international backing either"."® Radio Progreso later wrote: "The presence of the Maccih in
Honduras was accepted in the midst of serious doubts by Honduran society, but it has received with
greater frustration the news of the recently created Specialized Fiscal Unit Against Networks of
Corruption, Uferco. An instance, almost as if taken out of the sleeve by the authorities at the MP
and JOH's government, used to coin this false sensation that the will to fight corruption is
maintained, and with greater strength, in spite of ending, in one fell swoop, the Maccih and the
Special Prosecutor's Unit Against the Impunity of Corruption, UFECIC. Prosecutor Luis Javier
Santos, former director of Ufecic and current director of the newly created Uferco, is right to point
out that they are using it to send false messages of the fight against corruption. They are taking
advantage of the image of an honest, hard-working prosecutor committed to the ideals of the MP to
defend Honduran society. Santos knows this, and Honduran citizens are waiting to see what action
he will take in this regard beyond making a public denunciation. Honduran society knows, very
clearly, that institutions such as the MP are politically controlled by sectors of power that tie up the
possibility of it fulfilling its function. However, as attorney Luis Javier Santos has publicly voiced,
they, now as Uferco, assume their commitment to investigate and present cases of corruption and
hope that there is the political will to take firm steps to follow-up all the fiscal requirements that
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will be presented. Attorney Santos also committed, publicly and most recently in an interview with
Radio Progreso, to denounce and resign, if necessary, if the institutionality of the MP, under the
charge of the questioned five-star prosecutor Oscar Fernando Chinchilla, hinders him from
presenting the cases or simply stores them in the drawers of his office. They have also committed to
continue with the cases they have already presented and which are public knowledge such as "Red
de Diputados", "Pacto de Impunidad”, "La Caja de Pandora", "Caja Chica de la Dama", "Caja Chica
del Hermano", "Arca Abierta", among others. But he also promised to continue the investigations
into the cases that had been identified with the Maccih, cases that will surely test the political will to
put an end to the corruption that the Attorney General is so fond of."'*

Santos was even interview by Proceso Digital. He spoke of his 22 years as a public prosecutors, a
career full of death threats and obstacles put in his way. He then focused on UFERCO, the open
corruption cases brought over by MACCIH and UFECIC and the challenges ahead. Answering the
question if he is satisfied with the justice system in Honduras, he answered: "Definitely not. We are
really far from satisfied with justice". He also reiterates the need for international support and the
problems with the new Penal Code.'*" Santos situation further worsened when on February 24, it
was made public that the deputy coordinator of UFERCO would be military man.'*

A weak UFERCO is just one of many obstacles to fight corruption in Honduras. There are also
attempts to weaken the CNA. Javier Suazo presented the recently resurfaced FONAC (see previous
monitor) as a way of the JOH regime to debilitate the and the fight against corruption in general.'*
And then there is also the use of violence. The former lawyer Francisco Mufioz Tabora, who
recently had filed a complaint against the Banco de Occidente, was attacked and wounded by

unknown assailants.'**

To make forget all of the above, the JOH regime had the MP conduct Operation Jupiter II at the end
of the month. It let UFERCO play the leading role. It seized goods in two important corruption
cases - the case against the former first lady Rosa Elena Bonilla de Lobo and in the Pandora case.'*

IHSS

This month, a new trial against Mario Roberto Zelaya Rojas in the IHSS corruption case started.'*
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State Security Forces

The MP announced an evidentiary hearing in the case of the former police commissioner Ambrosio
Maradiaga Ordéiiez accused of money laundering.'”” The Fiscal Unit of Support to the Process of
the Police Purge (Ufadpol) demanded the seizure of goods of the former police commissioner
Lorgio Oqueli Mejia Tinoco and his family. He is accused of money laundering.'*® Later, ATIC
captured Denisse Yamileth Morales, his former wife, while Mejia Tinoco remained on the run.'* A
judge decided on pre-trial detention for her."

On February 11, there was even more bad press for Honduras’ police force.'® "This morning,
Hondurans woke up to the news that police commissioner Leonel Luciano Sauceda Guifarro and his
wife, Patricia Sbeltana Estrada Pacheco, had been arrested in Tegucigalpa. A large police and
military operation raided their Tegucigalpa-based home this morning and will conduct a “series of
seizures of property illicitly obtained, 8 houses, 2 vehicles, 23 bank accounts, all properties of the
accused” says the communiqué published by the Honduran Prosecutor’s Office. (...) Just ten days
ago on January 30, Leonel Sauceda was promoted to police commissioner - one of the highest
positions in the Honduran National Police. Despite the April 2016 creation of the U.S.-funded
Special Commission for the Cleanup and Transformation of the Honduran National Police
(CEDTPN), Sauceda and other police believed to be involved in criminal activities, remain active
and are promoted inside the institution. (...) Two public figures that represent Honduran “civil
society” are involved in the CEDTPN including representatives of the U.S.-funded Association for a
More Justice Society (ASJ). Up until last year, ASJ received over half of their total budget in
Honduras from different agencies of the U.S. government."'* Hours later, the MP announced that
the accused would be held in custody."* '

The purging commission immediately tried to whitewash its role in it publishing a press release.'®
There statement was later fact-checked by El Heraldo and failed the test.'* At the same time, the
press speaker of ATIC said that he had been investigated for four years. The purging committee
itself asked for an investigation in 2016 contradicting their claim that they had known nothing about
an investigation.'” The Bureau of Police Disciplinary Affairs (DIDADPOL) then also claimed they
had known of nothing.'*® Political analyst Tomas Andino Mencia offers three explanations for why
Sauceda was arrested now: 1) pressure by the US embassy; 2) it is a rescue mission for him; by
trying him in Honduras, he would not be extradited to the US; or 3) they want to silence him so that

12 9 https://tiempo.hn/exesposa-lavado-activos-lorgio-oqueli-mejia-tinoco/
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he cannot be used against the JOH regime.'* Another political analyst, Jorge Yllescas, said that this
is another proof of the failure of the police purge.'*

While his arrest made international headlines'"', in Honduras everyone tried to pretend that they
were not to blame for his recent promotion'*. JOH ally and member of the purging committee
Alberto Solérzano even tried to defend Sauced.'* The next days did not bring more clarity. The MP
and the TSC continued to claim that there were no open investigations into the detained police
commissioner Leonel Sauceda even though evidence exists that he has been investigate for years for
money laundering.'** At the end of the month, CESPAD published a short analysis of the trial
against police commissioner Leonel Luciano Sauceda Guifarro and the purge of the National Police
Force. The analysis also takes a close look at the role of the US.'*

The head of the Fiscal Unit of Support to the Process of Police Clearance (Ufadpol), Luis
Echeverria, announced that there were a dozen fiscal requirements against police officers for money
laundering.'*® El Heraldo reported that there were 20 arrest warrants at Ufadpol for high-ranking
current and former police officials."”” The director of Didadpol, Alan Edgardo Argefial, confirmed
that since January 2, 2020 they have in their possession 150 files of police for the alleged
participation in illegal actions.'*® In 2019, Didadpol presented 377 cases of which only 45 were

successful.'®

There were additional negative headlines involving the Honduran state security forces. A police
agent helped a gang member escape from a police station in Zambrano, Francisco Morazéan.'
Family members of Franklin Diaz Lépez, a MS-13 member, denounce that he was forcefully
disappeared after a raid by the National Anti-Mara and Pandilla Force (FNAMP)."*' Proceso Digital
reports on corruption inside the National Police Force.'*

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

On December 3, the young Manuel de Jestis Bautista Salvador was forcefully disappeared.
COFADEH, after receiving the complaint from the family of the young man and taking the
necessary actions, and not obtaining any response, presented the complaint to the United Nations
Committee on Enforced Disappearances. After analyzing the case, the Committee made a series of
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recommendations to the State, but it did not respond.'® The Committee gave the state of Honduras
until February 22, 2020, to send information on the recommendations.’** On February 3, former
president Mel Zelaya filed a complaint for obstruction of the investigation of cases of crimes
against humanity with the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights demanding the prosecution of the
military and police who killed more than 40 people during the period of the protests in the 2017
elections.” Last month, OACNUDH had published an important report on this highlighting the
ongoing impunity in these cases (see last month’s monitor). 26 national, regional and international

human rights organization published a press release in support of OACNUDH and the report.'*®

On February 5, the MP informed that the primary hearing against the police agent Olvin Fernando
Gonzales Velasquez was evacuated the day before. He is held responsible for the murder of the 17-
year old Virgilio Jared Avila Gonzéles in December 2017. He had been arrested already in
November 2018, but the trial has still not started yet.”” Defensores en Linea spoke with Sandy
Mancia, whose husband David Octavio Quiroz was murdered by the Military Police on December
15, 2017 as part of the post-electoral repression. "So far what I've received are threats, abuse,
persecution and arrests, because of all those situations I faced after my husband's death. I had to flee
my country to safeguard the life of my family, and even so, where we are now, it hasn't been easy to
face our life together with my children, it's not easy for them or for me"."® In one of the cases
linked to the post-electoral human rights violations, the murder of David Octavio Quiroz Urrutia on
December 15 by the Military Police, there was at least an arrest and an accusation. The defense
team of the accused, Denis Omar Caceres, are looking for a minimal sentence and a abbreviated
trial.™

Radio Progreso had an important comment on the impunity for the post-electoral repression and the
role of Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla. "In recent weeks, the regime and its spokespersons have
launched a campaign to highlight the figure of the "Five Star Prosecutor", Oscar Chinchilla, and sell
him as a champion of justice. However, it is impossible to hide the fact that in his two illegitimate
periods he has done nothing relevant in the fight against corruption and impunity without the push
of the disappeared MACCIH. A glance at the serious human rights violations is enough to prove
that the MP is one of the key institutions in the existence of a structural impunity that, according to
the IACHR, exceeds 90%, which places Honduras among the 13 countries with very high impunity
in the world according to the Global Impunity Index. One example: According to OACNUDH, in
the context of the 2017 electoral fraud, the Military Police, the National Police and the Army used
lethal force against protesters, injuring at least 60 and killing 22, including two children. Two years
later, no case of human rights violation has obtained a conviction and most of the grave violations
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documented by OACNUDH, such as summary or extrajudicial executions and enforced
disappearances, remain under investigation; others have not even been investigated. Guess what is
one of the reasons for the impunity in these cases? The Public Prosecutor's Office led by the "Five
Star Prosecutor”, thanks to "the weakness in the investigation and prosecution strategy" it adopted,
and internal staff and coordination limitations, according to OACNUDH. "%

The month ended with another worrisome sign that impunity will prevail. A change to the new
Penal Code, which comes into force in May, will see to that. Two important articles were
eliminated. Article 153 established that senior military officials or their superiors had criminal
responsibility for human rights violations, not only the one who executes.'® Radio Progreso
denounced this as guaranteed impunity for military officials'® and COPINH as legalized
impunity.’® OACNUDH ones more reminded the JOH regime about the importance to investigate
human rights violations to avoid impunity and the lack of access to justice. They also reminded it
about the chain-of-command, i.e. that officials can be held responsible for the human rights
violations of their subordinates.'®™ For more on the Penal Code, see above in the freedom of
expression sub-section.

Penitentiary System

The CPTRT denounced the ongoing mistreatment of inmates by military personnel.'®® Some time
ago, the now defunct MACCIH presented a plan to reform the Honduran prison system. This
month, the OAS announced that it would help Honduras develop a plan to reform its prison system -
no mention of the already existing plan.'*

Militarization

Criterio reported on the militarization of Honduras by Pepe Lobo and than even more by JOH in the
last 10 years. "In one decade, the government spent more than 150 billion Lempiras on defense and
security, yet the country remains among the most violent in the world. (...) Currently, the country
has 60 police and military forces that have been unable to stop the violence in the country. And
recently, President Herndndez announced the creation of a new unit."'® Nevertheless, data from
UNAH's Violence Observatory reveal that between 2010 and 2019, nearly 4,000 people were killed
in the 988 documented massacres, counting only those events with three or more victims.'® The
observatory's director, Migdonia Ayestas, told Proceso Digital that 98% of violent deaths in
Honduras remain unpunished.'® "In 2019, Honduras ranked third among Latin American countries

164 hips://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1230632782583517187

165 http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/contexto/item/2694-el-cptrt-no-parara-denuncias-contra-coroneles-que-permiten-abusos-en-las-carceles

166 https://www.oas.org/es/centro_noticias/fotonoticia.asp?sCodigo=FNC-98529
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with the most members of the "Security" Forces who graduated from the School of the Americas
that year. Colombia ranks first with 490, Chile second with 201 and Honduras third with 146
members of the security forces trained at the School of the Americas, which was founded in 1946 in
Panama and is operated by the United States Army. In Honduras, since the 2009 coup d'état led by
SOA graduates, 13 forced disappearances have been documented and more than 160 social activists
and land defenders have been killed."”

And the militarization continues. The human rights organization CPTRT denounced an attempt by
Congress to militarize the Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture, Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment (CONAPREYV). The JOH regime wants one of its three commissioners to have a military
background.'”* Some months ago, a 4 billion Lempiras "gift" to the Armed Forces in the form of the
supervision of the Program for Agriculture Development of Honduras (PDAH) was met with
widespread criticism. Now, the JOH regime suddenly announced that it may be substantially less

money, 1 billion Lempiras, but still a lot.'”

International Community

The Swiss government announced to withdraw its cooperation from Latin America this month.'”
Swiss social movements are trying to avoid this and the final say will be with the parliament."*

us

"The astonishing violence in Central America is a major root cause of forced migration to the US
from the region. US guns play a clear role in fueling the crisis. A few of these weapons originated
from US military shipments to militaries and paramilitaries in the region during the Cold War. Most
modern traffic to cartels and gangs occurs through the black market, with US residents legally
purchasing firearms here and then illegally transporting them south. Harry Penate — at the time the
only ATF official responsible for US arms tracing in all of Central America — gave one example of
a gun bought at a licensed gun store in Baltimore being recovered from criminals in El Salvador
less than a week later. But not all US guns come through the black market. US gun manufacturers
regularly export guns to foreign buyers legally through a weak and underenforced regulatory
system, often allowing guns to wind up in the hands of organized crime. The Trump administration
has recently published regulations that will make the system even weaker. This will not only put

profits before lives in Central America, but is likely to worsen the drivers of the very migrant flows
n175

Trump viciously opposes.

l 7 5 https://cepr.net/the-trump-administrations-new-rules-on-arms-exports-are-aimed-at-enriching-the-firearms-industry-at-the-expense-of-human-lives-around-the-world-especially-in-mexico-and-
central-america/
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Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection Mark Morgan visited Honduras. He
met, among others, with Security Minister Julidan Pacheco Tinoco'”®; the same Pacheco linked to
drug trafficking both in the case against Fabio Lobo and against Tony Hernandez. For more on his
visit, see migration sub-section below. The US, through INL, and the mayoralty of San Pedro Sula
collaborate "to strengthen" the police."”” US Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Chad F. Wolf
has become a regular guest in Honduras and he arrived there again this month for the 12th Regional
Security Conference. "The ministerial will bring together security officials from the U.S.,
Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Panama to discuss efforts to jointly address
irregular migration, border security, and transnational criminal organizations in the region. As part
of an ongoing emphasis on regional coordination, the officials will discuss ways they can continue
to work together to target human smuggling and trafficking organizations operating in the region.
The group will plan further progress on the agreements signed in 2019 and consider initiatives, with
a focus on creating an environment that leads to greater opportunity and prosperity for people closer
to home, instead of undertaking a long, dangerous, and expensive journey to the U.S.""® The US
embassy in Honduras published his opening remarks.'” The Honduran embassy in Washington used
the occasion to publish two press releases, one highlighting the final implementation of the so-
called third safe country agreements, the other one tries to present the JOH regime as a willing to
fight corruption.'® '

The Secretary of National Defense of Honduras, General Fredy Diaz Zelaya, and the head of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces, General Tito Livio Moreno, held a meeting with the U.S.
Southern Command at the headquarters in Miami.'** ConfidencialHN reported that a DEA mission
was in Honduras for two weeks to investigate the murder of a key witness, Magdaleno Meza Funez,
in a Honduran maximum-security prison last year.'®

EU

A delegation from the European Parliament traveled to Honduras. Proceso Digital reported on talks
about security, climate change, transparency and electoral reforms but did not mention human
rights.'® On their second day in Honduras, the EU parliamentarians also expressed concern about
the closure of the MACCIH and they asked for the implementations of the electoral reforms
recommended by the EU. They also called for transparency in the Berta Caceres case and expressed
concern about the situation of the LGBTQ community.'®
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Drug Trafficking

On February 13, a MS-13 gang leader, Alexander Mendoza a.k.a. “El Porky.” Mendoza, was freed
from custody when he was brought to a courthouse in El Progreso for unknown reason form his
prison cell at the Tadmara prison. He was freed through a shoot-out in which four state security
forces, two of which Military Police, died. Aqui Abajo raised some important questions: "So why
was Mendoza imprisoned in the Tamara prison after he was taken last year BY HELICOPTER —
because of his highly dangerous status - to La Tolva jail? Why was Mendoza brought to the
courthouse if he has already been sentenced?"'®® The JOH regime put out a two million Lempiras
reward for information leading to his re-capture.'® The violent rescue mission made international
headlines'® and a video later showed how the assailants were dressed in military uniforms.'® In
record speed, the JOH regime presented two young men allegedly responsible for the rescue
mission.'® La Prensa reports that the rescue mission of gang leader "El Porky" Mendoza cost some
20 million Lempiras. The two accused were sent to the so-called maximum-security prison El
Pozo."! The former police commissioner Maria Luisa Borjas claimed that a special operations team
rescued him also highlighted by their ATIC gear and uniform.'” COFADEH commented on the
statement by Borjas: "If we read that quote carefully between the lines, we can easily deduce that
the MS leader was uncomfortable inside the prison, as was Magdaleno Meza [a drug trafficker and
witness to the Tony Hernandez case murdered inside prison], because of his direct relationship with

the structure of organized crime that controls the State of Honduras from 2009 to date."'”

InSight Crime picked up the story highlighting all the questioned it raised. "First, by all accounts,
Mendoza was a prominent MS13 gang leader in Honduras’ second-largest city, and authorities have
treated him as such in the past. After already being sent to La Tolva maximum-security prison and
receiving a 20-year sentence for illicit association, authorities have yet to clarify why Mendoza was
brought to El Progreso less than a year after his high-profile transfer. What’s more, with the
presence of such a high-ranking member of the MS13 — one of the government’s primary anti-
gang targets — security surrounding the courthouse was woefully inadequate. Such targets have in
the past been accompanied by extra security to mitigate the threat of any possible attack. The style
of the attack also did not appear to resemble the MS13’s work. While the gang has previously sold
high-powered weapons, its members rarely use them nor have they shown an ability to carry out a
coordinated attack with this level of sophistication. Extortion is the bedrock of the MS13’s
operations, but the group is also involved in petty drug dealing and other small-time crimes in the
territories they control. More importantly, the gang has a decentralized power structure with no
clear hierarchy, which raises questions about the group’s ability to carry out such an attack. (...) This
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extraordinary situation has not changed, raising questions about what role, if any, the armed forces
may have played in the decision that brought Mendoza out of a maximum-security prison and to the

low-security courthouse he was eventually freed from."'**

The former president of the Supreme Court, Jorge Rivera Avilés, demanded an extradition law to
regulate the procedures. But this may lead to more suspected drug traffickers remaining in
Honduras not being able to bring valuable information to US courts.'”

Tony Hernandez
See the following sub-chapter on JOH.

Varia

JOH

The month started with a bang for JOH. The US asked for the extradition of Mauricio Hernandez
Pineda, former member of the police force and cousin of JOH."® ' Herndndez Pineda was charged
with "conspiring to import cocaine into the United States and related weapons offenses involving
the use and possession of machineguns and destructive devices" in September 2019.'® The Judicial
Power first only said that they received an extradition request related to drug trafficking'®, before
they confirmed it the next day.*” As a consequence, the Pro Honduras Network started to speak of
the Hernandez Cartel with four members having been mentioned in US courts: brother Tony
Hernandez, the two cousins Mauricio Hernandez Pineda and Hernan Hernandez, and JOH

f.?! Mauricio Hernandez Pineda was arrested two weeks later in the US. Some media outlets

himsel
wrote that he handed himself over to US authorities.”® ** In his testimony before the New York
court last year, confessed drug trafficker Alexander Ardon said that he spoke with Hernandez
Pineda on the phone and that the latter said that he did that following instructions of JOH.** *°
According to the Pro Honduras Network, the US wants the extradition of another key witness in the

Tony Hernandez case, accused drug trafficker, former JOH ally Arnaldo Urbina Soto.?* 2
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On February 14, Tony Herndndez addressed the judge of his case, Kevin Castel, telling him that he
did not have any money left to cover his legal fees and that he would need a public defendant.**® As
a consequence, the sentencing was rescheduled again (Tony was already found guilty of all four
crimes he was accused for, but the sentencing has not taken place yet). The sentencing would have
taken place on February 24.® JOH's brother not only claimed to be lacking money for his lawyer,
according to him, his defense team excluded evidence that was crucial for the jury to make a
different ruling. He also claimed that he was misrepresented and therefore all the evidence in his
favor should be considered to prove his innocence.”’® On February 19, a provisional legal counsel
was appointed.”! The US judge also made public the new date for the sentencing, April 16, 2020.%*

Pinu congresswoman Doris Gutiérrez denounced the cooked homicide statistics by the JOH: "to
determine the percentage of the homicide rate, a different formula is used than in previous years,
which "is an invention of Arturo Corrales (former minister of security)", and serves as a
"masquerade"” to lower the high levels of this epidemic".** She further condemned that the National
Congress with the approval of the reform to the General Budget Law leaves JOH to manage funds
without any discretion.””* The Liberal Party celebrated its 129th anniversary by protesting in
Tegucigalpa demanding the end of the JOH regime.*"

On February 20, the former head of the National Police, Ricardo Ramirez del Cid, reiterated that
JOH has death squads at his disposal.*’® He also leaked documents later summarized by Radio
Progreso. "In recent days, through reports and statements by former senior officers of the National
Police, citizens have been able to learn about audios that reveal the criminal and corrupt way in
which Nationalist governments operate, in order to maintain territorial control to continue the
business with drugs and organized crime. "These are documents and audios that entities such as the
MP have been taking away because they link to businessmen, police and politicians," said journalist
Milton Benitez to Radio Progreso, assuring that these are difficult times for the families of the Perro
Amarillo team, but as journalists they feel obliged to reveal all the information because the country
deserves a better future. (...) In addition, he has summoned renowned social leaders of the country
to form a "Commission of Notables", to whom he proposes to follow up on the information that
could reveal the direct links that the nationalist governments, Porfirio Lobo and JOH, have
maintained for years with the criminal groups that control drug trafficking and hit men."*"” The
director of the "EI Perro Amarillo" program, Milton Benitez, later requested protection after
receiving this information from Ramirez del Cid.”"® And one week later, another former police
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commissioner, Henry Osorto Canales, made similar claims in an interview with Radio Progreso.
"We are in a failed state, with links to drug trafficking, corruption and organized crime.
Unfortunately, those who run these institutions are part of an organization that responds to drug
trafficking."*"

"Each year, the Institute for Economics and Peace releases the Global Peace Index, which is an
indicator that measures the level of peace in a country or region and ranks countries according to
their absence of violence. (...) In 2013, Honduras was ranked 123rd (...) However, over the years
Honduras has been improving in the ranking of this index, since in 2014 it occupied position 117, in
2015 position 116, in 2016 position 111, in 2017 position 106 and in 2018 position 118. But in 2019
Honduras fell to 123rd place, dropping five places and returning to the same level of violence it
experienced in 2013, which shows the failure of the repressive and militarized approach of security
policies to solve the problem of serious levels of crime. While it is possible that violence may
decrease in the first moments of military deployment, this index shows that it will rise again, that
other forms of criminality are increasing and that reports of human rights violations by the military
are increasing dramatically. The militarization of public security does not address the causes of
criminality, but only its effects and diverts limited public funds to benefit the military sector in

exchange for keeping the Juan Orlando Hernandez regime in power."**°

Radio Progreso explained how JOH can still hold on power. "At least in the last decade, Honduras
has been led by the most voracious political bureaucracy in history; its public administration has
been the occasion for a small group of families to concentrate the country's greatest wealth. The
man in the Presidential House is a love to those families, because they need each other. For these
small families, the political parties and the State are instruments to approve all the legal scaffolding
that facilitates the transfer of public resources to their companies. They often act as owners of the
State and from there negotiate their privileges and establish alliances with transnational companies.
There is much evidence to support these claims. (... ) Today, as we close the second decade of the
21st century, the dictatorship supported by the Honduran business leadership is the main obstacle to
getting the country off the cliff."**' Another pillar of his power is his ability to play the international
community. Even after he closed the MACCIH, the JOH regime seems able to play the symbolic
field of anti-corruption efforts feigning political will. This month, he invited to a forum on
transparency and against corruption and impunity.*** And it also helps to keep criticism away when

223

one blocks it on social media.”* Opposition congresswo/men have denounced for the umpteenth

time that they are not allowed to participate in the sessions to present their motions and projects.?**

But there may come some help from the courts to improve the situation in Honduras. The Law for
the Declassification of Public Documents Related to Security and Defense, better known as the
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"Secrecy Law" was declared partially unconstitutional by the Constitutional Chamber of the
Supreme Court of Justice. This was the response to a challenge filed by C-Libre.*** Pasos de Animal

Grande demanded the complete derogation®®

and C-Libre denounced the law as an important pillar
of corruption.”” They also criticized that the court did not analyze the law in its entirety and
presented another constitutional challenge.”® Later this month, a dispute broke out between
representatives of the Chamber of Commerce and Industries of Cortés (CCIC) and the Honduran

Private Enterprise Council (COHEP), the former accusing the later of being to cozy with JOH.? #*

Campesinxs

"The most representative and belligerent peasant organizations in the country, grouped together in
LA VIA CAMPESINA HONDURAS, and the Center of Studies for Democracy (CESPAD), have
been investigating, analyzing and permanently monitoring the deep agrarian, food and
environmental crisis in the country for several years. We observe with great concern the
deterioration of production, productivity and the effect of climate change on the agricultural,
livestock and forestry sectors of the country. (...) In the current context it is absolutely impossible to
recover the agricultural, livestock and forestry sector of the country, for that reason WE PROPOSE:
TO THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC, the approval of the: EMERGENCY
LAW FOR THE REACTIVATION OF THE AGRICULTURAL, LIVESTOCK AND FORESTRY
SECTOR TO COMBAT POVERTY."*! In the press conference, they also highlighted that 88% of
women in Honduras do not own land for agricultural production.”* In the same month, at least 50
peasant families were evicted in the municipality of Guaimaca, Francisco Morazan. The eviction
was directed against a peasant association, which took possession of the land more than 15 years
ago.”® COFADEH denounced that Unit of Violent Deaths in Bajo Aguan (UMVIBA) lacks the
resources to investigate but rather serves as another body intimidating and even profiling campesino

activists.?*

Migration

So far, the US has deported 222 Hondurans and 156 El Salvadorians to Guatemala as part of the
Safe Third Country Agreement.”® 1192 Honduran minors were deported in January from the US
and Mexico to Honduras.**® The US is not only deporting Honduras, they are also active directly in
Honduras trying to stop migration. La Prensa reports that "[s]Jome 400 agents of the Migration
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Control Force guard blind spots in Choluteca in order to prevent the entry of Haitians, Cubans and
Africans".*” Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection Mark Morgan visited
Honduras praising the Frontier Police and meeting with business leaders.?®
But the main focus was again migration. Morgan confirmed that Honduras will open migrant
reception centers as part of the safe third country agreement.”® He even announced that "[t]he time
when large caravans could illegally travel through Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Mexico
has ended. CBP is directly engaged with these countries and together we are tackling this regional
crisis".* In its campaign to stop migration, the US embassy tweeted that 14'636 Hondurans have
been deported from the US since October 2019.** "President Trump’s immigration policies — from
travel bans and visa restrictions to refugee caps and asylum changes — have begun to deliver on a
longstanding goal: Legal immigration has fallen more than 11 percent and a steeper drop is
looming."**

UNICEF wrote that "[a]n estimated 2,200 migrants and asylum seekers, including 700 children, are
effectively stranded in the Mexican border city of Matamoros as they wait for their asylum cases to
work their way through the U.S. court system. Conditions for children and families on the ground,
many of whom have been waiting at the border for weeks or months, are difficult because of
insecurity and limited access to essential services".**® The IACHR, meanwhile, urged El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico to guarantee the rights of migrants and refugees in the region.**
"The trauma Donald Trump’s administration caused to young children and parents separated at the
US-Mexico border constitutes torture, according to evaluations of 26 children and adults by the
group Physicians for Human Rights (PHR)."**

A new report by Doctors without Borders denounced the US-Mexican migration regime. "The
report, No Way Out, is based on 480 interviews and testimonies of Central American migrants and
asylum seekers, experiences of MSF staff, and medical data from more than 26,000 people helped
along the migration route through Mexico during the first nine months of 2019. The medical
evidence points to high levels of violence and ill treatment suffered by migrants and refugees in
their home countries, along the migration route, and in the custody of US and Mexican authorities.
The high levels of violence in the Northern Triangle of Central America (NTCA) is comparable to
that in war zones where MSF has been working for decades—and is a major factor fueling
migration north to Mexico and the US."** "More than two-thirds of the migrants fleeing Central
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America’s northern triangle countries — Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador — experienced the

murder, disappearance or kidnapping of a relative before their departure"**’

Human Rights Watch also published a report on the horrible situation. "A United States government
program exposes children, as well as their parents, seeking asylum to serious risk of assault,
mistreatment, and trauma while waiting for their cases to be heard, Human Rights Watch said today
in a joint investigation report. Human Rights Watch, working with Stanford University’s Human
Rights in Trauma Mental Health Program and Willamette University’s Child and Family Advocacy
Clinic, found that the US Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) program, commonly known as
“Remain in Mexico,” compelled families with children to wait in unsafe environments in Mexico
for many months. Parents said that prolonged immigration court proceedings, fear of being
incarcerated, and uncertainty about the future took a toll on their family’s health, safety, and well-
being. Many described changes in their children’s behavior, saying they became more anxious or

depressed after US authorities sent them to Mexico to await their hearings."**

In Honduras, the National Migration Institute (INM) claimed that over 5000 Hondurans migrants
had voluntarily returned too the country since January 15. This contradicted previous reports that
less than 100 of them had returned on their own terms.** Due to the increasing difficulties
migrating north, more Honduras look for refugee in Spain — more than 6700 in 2019.?*° Thousands
of Honduran women organized in different spaces sent a letter to the House of Representatives in
Washington DC stating that a plan to reduce the migratory flow in the region that does not take into
account the needs and minimum rights of women would be incomplete and destined to fail.*' he
United Nations Refugee Agency, UNHCR, said in a report that between 2014 and 2018, some
247,000 people have left their homes in Honduras due to violence.**

Poverty

The president of the Honduran Association of Water and Sanitation Boards, Manuel Amador,
denounced that the barrel of water that used to cost 35 Lempiras rose to 100 Lempiras.>®> A new
study by UNAH says that the number of children between 5 and 17 years old working increased
from 13.6% in 2001 to 16.4% in 2018.** Honduras still depends significantly on remittances.
Hondurans living in the US send on average $542.7 per month back home.”* And inequality is
further increasing. The salary of the president of the Central Bank of Honduras (BCH) has risen by
over 30% since 2014 to over 250'000 Lempiras per month.**® The average pay rise for employees at
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the BCH was between 8000 and 17000 Lempiras this year while the minimum wage rose by 300-
400 Lempiras.”’

Electoral Reforms

According to the National Register of Persons (RNP) the new electoral census has increased by
more than 400'000 people.® But it is still unclear if these new voters as well as the previous ones
will be able to vote for a president in a two-round system.?® Congress’ president Mauricio Oliva
said this month, that the problematic tiny parties, used for electoral fraud by the National Party,
would not disappear with the new Electoral Law.”® Additionally, the Nationalist-controlled
Congress made questionable reforms to the budget. If there are surplus items in one sector, the
Ministry of Finance will be empowered to subtract them and allocate them where it sees fit.
"Opposition deputies described the reforms as a new abuse by the ruling party, and the creation of a
legal way to finance the ruling party's candidacies with public funds for the next electoral

process."*®!

Another discussion regards the polling stations. The National Party wants there to be five people,
three from the main parties and two from the small parties. Libre and the Liberal Party oppose this.
Most small parties have served in the past as representatives of the National Party. In 2017, for
example, the small parties received 252'000 credentials for the polling stations, but all of them
together just received some 30'000 votes.**> CESPAD published a new report on 2017 elections. It
took the responsible bodies quite a while to come up with important dates of the election, for
example that over $42 million were spent on the electoral campaign, most of it by JOH.>**

Public Health

Tomas Andino Mencia takes the occasion of the coronavirus to talk about the Honduran public
health system and the reasons people currently die in Honduras. He concludes that the public health
system fell victim to another virus, neoliberalism. "We cannot fall into the media trap that wants to
hide the real problems of Honduras from us. The worst epidemic we are suffering from is the
corrupt and inept government that has enthroned itself in power and is stealing our right to public
health care. So, if we want to survive, the real virus that we must eradicate from our territory is not
the coronavirus but the narco-dictatorship and its neoliberal model of underdevelopment."**
Accordingly, the Medial Association of Honduras (CMH) was critical about the effectiveness of a

100 million Lempiras fund to confront the coronavirus. "In our country the entire health system is

2 5 7 https://criterio.hn/funcionarios-del-banco-central-reciben-aumentos-estratosfericos/

258  https://confidencialhn.com/interventora-del-rnp-confirma-que-censo-incrementara-en-mas-de-400-mil-persona

259 https://confidencialhn.com/oliva-asevera-que-sigue-en-analisis-implementacion-de-segunda-vuelta/

260 hitps://www.proceso.hn/politica-nacional/36-proceso-electoral/partidos-minoritarios-no-desapareceran-con-la-nueva-ley-electoral-asegura-oliva.html

261 https://www.radioprogresohn.net/noticias-nacionales/presupuesto-general-podria-utilizarse-para-financiar-campanas-electorales/
262 https://www.laprensa.hn/honduras/1358867-410/sin-consenso-conformaci%C3%B3n-de-las-mesas-electorales

263 http://cespad.org.hn/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Pol%C3%A Dica-Limpia2020-CESPAD. pdf

264 https://contracorriente.red/2020/02/06/coronavirus-en-honduras/

Page 30 out of 32


https://contracorriente.red/2020/02/06/coronavirus-en-honduras/
http://cespad.org.hn/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Pol%C3%ADtica-Limpia2020-CESPAD.pdf
https://www.laprensa.hn/honduras/1358867-410/sin-consenso-conformaci%C3%B3n-de-las-mesas-electorales
https://www.radioprogresohn.net/noticias-nacionales/presupuesto-general-podria-utilizarse-para-financiar-campanas-electorales/
https://www.proceso.hn/politica-nacional/36-proceso-electoral/partidos-minoritarios-no-desapareceran-con-la-nueva-ley-electoral-asegura-oliva.html
https://confidencialhn.com/oliva-asevera-que-sigue-en-analisis-implementacion-de-segunda-vuelta/
https://confidencialhn.com/interventora-del-rnp-confirma-que-censo-incrementara-en-mas-de-400-mil-personas/
https://criterio.hn/funcionarios-del-banco-central-reciben-aumentos-estratosfericos/

-ty ﬁ%ﬁ%URAs
‘4» SUIZA

collapsed and it is practically impossible with these amounts of money to address a problem that is
structural.”*®

At the same time, the dengue crisis has still a strong grip on Honduras.**® At least seven people have
died so far this year in Honduras from dengue.”®” Given this situation, it is difficult to explain why
Honduras has both unemployed doctors and a a lack of doctors in hospitals — except going back to
the neoliberal development model.**®

Penal Code

For the newest development regarding the controversial new Penal Code, see the Freedom of
Expression section above.

And Light at the End of a Month

On February 3, 2020, communities, organizations and networks of human rights defenders
recognized the work of journalist Sandra Maribel Sanchez and of alternative media outlets. "She
currently works at Radio Progreso and has suffered two attacks on her life, one against her daughter
and an attempted kidnapping outside her home. Even so, the journalist refused to leave the country

in exile and said that Honduras is where she was born and here she wants to die."?* 2"
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Another Month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland

Past Activities:

- The Honduras Forum Switzerland accompanied a delegation of Honduras
human rights defenders visiting Geneva in preparation of the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) of Honduras at the UN.

Upcoming Activities:

- In May, another delegation will come to Geneva to participate at the UPR.

Subscribe to this monthly report: foro_honduras_suiza@riseup.net

Subscribe to our daily press overview: daniellm@bluewin.ch

Become a member: info@honduras-forum.ch

Support our work: IBAN: CH54 0900 0000 8003 3036 3

http://honduras-forum.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/Honduras-Forum-Schweiz-753337355053820/
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