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Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — November 2019

Five social and opposition leaders have been murdered since the conclusion of the Tony Hernandez
trial last month. Alone this month, an additional three journalists and social communicators were
assassinated. At the same time, the imposition of extractive projects continues leading to more
threats and forced displacement. In two cases, the people said no this month and declared their
territory free of extractive projects. Both the national and international community are worried
about the future of the MACCIH. Its mandate ends in just a few weeks and no one knows if it will
be prolonged. Welcome to another month in Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Abbreviations

ASJ Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

BID Inter-American Development Bank

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CDM Center for Women's Rights

CIPRODEH Center for Human Rights Research and Promotion

CMH Medical Association Honduras

CNA National Anti-Corruption Council

COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
COIPRODEN Coordination of Private Institutions for Children’s Rights
CONADEH National Human Rights Commission

COPINH Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras
FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and

Justice Operators

FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras
FOSDEH Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

IACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFECIC Anti-Corruption Unit of the Attorney General’s Office
UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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Human Rights and Their Defenders

On November 6, a forum on the situation of HRDs in Honduras and the Inter-American Human
Rights System took place in Tegucigalpa.' The main conclusion was that the JOH regime continues
to fail to comply with the protection measures granted by the IACHR for HRDs.” The IACHR,
meanwhile, published a press release together with OACNUDH expressing concern about the
situation of HRDs in the region. "In Honduras, the murders and other acts of violence committed
against defenders that occurred in the context of the demonstrations and strikes called by the health
and education sector, which took place in different parts of the country in recent months, are of
concern. According to the information gathered, state security forces would have used an excessive
level in the use of force when deterring protests. Four people died from gunshot wounds, including
a minor."?

Women Human Rights Defenders
For the coming Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Honduras in 2020, PBI published a report on

"Women defenders of land, territory and the environment".* ContraCorriente published an interview
with Andrea Nuila, a member of the feminist collective Luchemos on the situation of violence in
territorial conflicts, including drug trafficking, and how this intensifies violence against women.’
CESPAD published an analysis on women human rights defenders and the construction of a new

socio-environmental movement in Honduras.®

Assassinations

Four students and two social leaders were murdered this month” ® ® For more details, please see the
section on JOH.

Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

The criminalization trial against campesino Carlos Giovanni Caélix Lopez from the Empresa
Asociativa Campesina 9 de Julio was suspended for the second time.'® Something similar happened
in the case of criminalized students. Six of them have been suffering legal persecution since 2015

http://defensoresenlinea.com/incumplimiento-de-sentencias-internacionales-es-parte-de-la-impunidad-estatal/

la-region/
https://pbi-honduras.org/sites/pbi-honduras.org/files/file attachments/PBI%20-%20Report%20UPR%20Honduras%202020 0.pdf

https://madj.org/index.php/2019/11/04/editorial-las-tarantulas-nunca-se-han-ido/

https://criterio.hn/denuncian-ola-de-crimenes-tras-acusaciones-de-hernandez-con-el-narcotrafico/

© 0NN Ul b W N =

http://ciprodeh.org.hn/index.php/noticias-principales/483-mesa-de-derechos-humanos-preocupada-por-la-materializacion-de-atentados-y-actos-de-violencia-contra-lideres-sociales-estudiantiles-
y-de-oposicion-politica
10 http://defensoresenlinea.com/por-segunda-vez-suspende-juicio-oral-y-publico-contra-campesino-de-la-9-de-julio/
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and this month, another initial hearing in their case was postponed prolonging their legal battle."
The two human rights defenders Mirtha Gutiérrez and Angélica Alvarez together with another
defender and a lawyer in the Guapinol case were harassed by the Military Police."”” Campesinxs
belonging to MARCA denounced that there was a new armed group in the Bajo Aguan. Some 50
armed assailants forcefully entered the San Esteban farm this month."

On November 25, three HRDs from Zacate Grande, Abel Pérez, Santos Hernandez and Maria
Hernandez, were arrested by the police.'* IM-Defensoras sent out an alert. They were arrested when
they voluntarily presented themselves to face a criminalizing trial for usurpation. Maria Hernandez
had her young daughter with her when she was arrested.'> OACNUDH expressed concerns.'® Three
days later, the three defenders were already in front of a judge. Their criminalization was prolonged
and they received alternative measures to imprisonment including signing in at the court on a
regular basis."

But there was also some rare good news. After six years of criminalization, six campesinos from the
CNTC had the charges against them provisionally dismissed.”® And in Tutule, La Paz, the
campesino Carlos Geovanni Calix Lépez had the charges dropped against him."

Indigenous Peoples

On November 3, Berta Zuniga, coordinator of COPINH, met with a group of German
parliamentarians to discuss the respect of free, prior and informed consent and to demand the
capture of the intellectual authors of the murder of Berta Caceres.”® The general coordinator of
OFRANEH, Miriam Miranda, spoke with IM-Defensoras about the unbearable situation of the
Garifuna people in Honduras. At least 16 Garifuna have been murdered so far this year.”
OFRANEH published a press release demanding a stop of the killings.? Miriam Miranda also
denounced new acts of harassment and intimidation against the Garifuna community in Vallecito.®

The Case of Berta Caceres

44 months without justice. 44 months ago, Berta Caceres was murdered and the intellectual authors
still benefit from impunity.* COPINH published a video of the recently published report on the, so

11
12

13 https://criterio.hn/campesinos-denuncian-que-surge-nuevo-grupo-armado-en-el-aguan/

http://im-defensoras.org/2019/11/alertadefensoras-honduras-hostigamiento-policial-contra-las-defensoras-mirtha-gutierrez-y-angelica-alvarez-integrantes-de-proteccion-internacional/

14 hupsi/twitter.com/adepza/status/1199171436889411585

15

16 https://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1199330547635499008

17

18 https://madj.org/index.php/2019/11/07/sobreseimiento-para-seis-campesinos-en-el-norte-de-honduras/

http://im-defensoras.org/2019/11/alertaurgente-honduras-detencion-arbitraria-y-criminalizacion-de-maria-hernandez-de-adepza/

http://defensoresenlinea.com/medidas-sustitutivas-a-la-prision-dictan-a-defensores-de-zacate-grande/

19 http://defensoresenlinea.com/sobreseimiento-definitivo-para-integrante-de-la-base-campesina-9-de-julio/
2 O https://copinh.org/2019/11/copinh-se-reune-con-parlamentarixs-alemanes/
22 https://ofraneh.wordpress.com/2019/11/05/basta-ya-de-asesinatos-contra-el-pueblo-garifuna/

23 hupstwitter.com/baraudawaguchu/status/1196209866890784770
24 hups:/twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1190646579960713222

http://im-defensoras.org/2019/11/miriam-miranda-nuestro-pueblo-enfrenta-un-plan-de-exterminio/
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far, only accused intellectual author of the murder of Berta Caceres, David Castillo (see last month’s
monitor).” In the case of the material authors, the sentencing was announced for December 2 - over
one year after their conviction.*

In a information bulletin, COPINH published an update on the Gualcarque Fraud Case and they
linked to a investigation by a Dutch newspaper which found that the development bank FMO pays
some 4.6 million Euros to its lawyers to defend FMO against the legal challenges by COPINH -
multiple times more than they are willing to pay the community of Rio Blanco in compensation for
the violence and death that followed the Agua Zarca hydroelectric project.”’

LGBTQ

Trans woman and LGBTQ activist Alejandra Vega was brutally attacked in San Pedro Sula and had
to be hospitalized in the intensive care unit. "The physical aggression was accompanied by verbal
aggression in which the aggressor made explicit reference to her condition of gender and her
activism as a [human rights] defender."*® Balenciaga is the coordinator of the Feminist Trans
Organization (AFET).” The Norwegian Refugee Council published a new report on "The impact of
violence on LGBTI people in the North of Central America".*® Nationalist congressman David
Chavez Madison tweeted homophobic comments against the journalist Jeff Ernst who had been
closely reporting on the Tony Hernandez trial.*!

Freedom of Expression and Journalists

This month on the International Day to Stop Impunity in Crimes against Journalists, OACNUDH
published a press release highlighting the important work of journalists and social communicators
and the difficult context for them in Honduras.* ** One example are threats voiced against
journalists. The journalist Milton Benitez received threats after investigating dealings of Grupo
Atlantida.* Journalist César Obando denounced online harassment and military surveillance.
Obando is the correspondent of Radio Progreso and Radio Globo.* Gustavo Andino, director of
Maya TV, denounced that a critical program, "Blind Justice" was withdrawn from Facebook.*

Then there are also direct attacks. A journalist from MetroTV from Choluteca was attacked by state
security forces when covering a protest in San José Canada, Iztoca regarding the access to drinking

2 5 https://copinh.org/2019/11/video-presentacion-del-perfil-de-david-castillo/
26 https:/twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1195051202167349249
27 htps://copinh.org/2019/11/boletin-causa-berta-caceres-27-11-2019/

28 http:/im-defensoras.org/2019/11/alertadefensoras-honduras-delito-de-odio-y-brutal-agresion-fisica-contra-alejandra-vega-defensora-de-los-derechos-lgbt-en-san-pedro-sula/

29  httpy/www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/denuncias/item/2619-en-espera-de-justicia-por-ataque-recibido-se-encuentra-la-defensora-trans-alejandra-vega-balenciaga

30 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Protection%20Snapshot%206%20-%20English%20-%20September%202019.pdf
31 http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/portada-alertas/1082-diputado-emite-comentarios-homofobicos-contra-periodista
32 hups://witter.com/ONUDDHH;status/1190720885897990145

33

http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3600-onu-pide-alto-a-crimenes-y-persecucion-contra-periodistas-hondurenos

Page 6 out of 28


http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/portada-alertas/1081-censuran-programa-en-red-social-por-abordar-temas-criticos-gubernamentales
http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/portada-alertas/1079-vigilancia-y-hostigamiento-desde-redes-sociales-denuncia-periodista-cesar-obando
http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/portada-alertas/1075-amenazas-en-su-contra-denuncia-periodista-luego-de-ser-querellado-por-institucion-bancaria
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3600-onu-pide-alto-a-crimenes-y-persecucion-contra-periodistas-hondurenos
https://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1190720885897990145
http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/portada-alertas/1082-diputado-emite-comentarios-homofobicos-contra-periodista
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Protection%20Snapshot%206%20-%20English%20-%20September%202019.pdf
http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/denuncias/item/2619-en-espera-de-justicia-por-ataque-recibido-se-encuentra-la-defensora-trans-alejandra-vega-balenciaga
http://im-defensoras.org/2019/11/alertadefensoras-honduras-delito-de-odio-y-brutal-agresion-fisica-contra-alejandra-vega-defensora-de-los-derechos-lgbt-en-san-pedro-sula/
https://copinh.org/2019/11/boletin-causa-berta-caceres-27-11-2019/
https://twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1195051202167349249
https://copinh.org/2019/11/video-presentacion-del-perfil-de-david-castillo/

=t [N DURAS
‘-") SUIZA

water.”’” The journalist César Obando Flores from Diario Colon.hn and Radio Progreso
correspondent suffered an attempted kidnapping in Tocoa, Colén. Obando Flores is a beneficiary of
special protective measures granted by the IACHR. He had previously suffered various acts of
aggression and harassment by state security forces for his journalistic work.®

Human rights organizations demand an investigation by the Special Prosecutor's Office for HRDs,
Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Workers.* In other cases, protection is withdrawn
again. ConfidencialHN denounced that the Protection Mechanism withdrew their protection from
journalist Lidieth Diaz without credible arguments.” But worst of all, are the assassinations, and
there were several ones this moth.

Assassinations

On November 1, journalist and host of the “Ecos de la Mosquitia” daily news program on Catholic
radio broadcaster Kupia Kumi, Buenaventura Calderén, was murdered. The Committee to Protect
Journalists demanded that the Honduran authorities conduct a swift and thorough investigation into
his killing, determine if the attack was related to his reporting, and bring the perpetrators to justice.*
Another social communicator, Johana Avarado, was murdered on November 21. He worked for
Channel 45 in Catacamas, Olancho. "People close to the deceased, said that Johana was with other
media outlets covering a story when unknown individuals and without saying a word took her life in
full public view near the MP of Catacamas."* OACNUDH denounced her murder, demanded an
investigation and better protection for journalists.” In less than a week, a second social
communicator was murdered. José Arita was assassinated in Puerto Cortés. He lead a local TV
program called "The Hour of Truth".** He was on the way home from presenting his program when
he was murdered. In the program he had denounced the lack of transparency by the local mayor and
he announced a coming program on the new Penal Code "which only benefits criminals".* The
Inter-American Pres Society condemned the murder*, OACNUDH "profoundly laments the

n47

assassination"* and so did the IACHR Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression.*

Nine media workers, journalists and social communicators have already been assassinated this year
in Honduras.” Reporteros de Investigacion highlights the impunity in these cases, taking the

37

http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/amenazas-a-la-libertad-de-expresion/item/2606-periodista-de-metrotv-es-agredido-durante-trasmision-en-vivo-de-una-protesta-por-defensa-

40 https://confidencialhn.com/quitan-proteccion-a-periodista-lidieth-diaz-sin-argumentos-creibles/
41 https://cpj.org/2019/11/radio-host-buenaventura-calderon-shot-dead-in-hond.php

43 https://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1197704300509708288
44 https://www.proceso.hn/actualidad/7-actualidad/asesinan-a-comunicador-social-en-puerto-cortes.html

47 https://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1199734924535836673

48

http://www.conexihon.hn/index.php/libertad-de-expresion/1319-relatoria-especial-condena-asesinato-de-periodista-jose-arita-en-honduras-e-insta-a-investigar-relacion-con-su-actividad-
periodistica
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example of Gabriel Hernandez.™ In the yearly report of Reporters without Borders, Honduras is
ranked 146 out of 180, a ranking worse than after the coup d'état. Of the 82 journalists murdered
since 2001 (the majority since 2009), there have been arrests in only seven cases.”

Violence against Women

CEM-H held National Forum on Access to Justice for Women and the Budget Dedicated to
Women.** According to CDM, about 70% of all femicides in Honduras are committed by organized
crime, the rest by current or former partners of the women. Over 90% of the cases remain in
impunity.> Karol Bobadilla from the Forum of Women for Life, meanwhile, denounced that the
JOH regime labels the majority of femicide cases as based in passionate or personal problems while
the majority of cases is not even being investigated.”* Women's rights and feminist organization
challenged Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla on the use of the additional 50 million Lempiras
approved to investigate femicides. So far, not a single investigator has not been appointed.*®

ContraCorriente published an investigation into sexual violence inside civil society organizations in
Honduras. They interview 4-8 representatives of 17 civil society organizations on the topic.>® Pasos
de Animal Grande denounced the lack of access for women suffering violence in the south of
Honduras due to real and administratively closed doors at the MP and the courts.”” OACNUDH
welcomes the bill proposed by women's rights and feminist organizations for a an Intergral Law
against Violence against Women.*® The National Institute for Women (Inam) promoted a social pact
between media outlets and civil society organizations for a human rights approach in covering
violence against women.*

On November 25, Honduras commemorated the International Day to Eliminate Violence against
Women. OACNUDH published a press release and its Secretary General addressed the world in a
video message.® ® Women's rights and feminist organizations held a protest rally.*®  "In Honduras,
this struggle becomes more important due to the extreme violence that every 18 hours kills a
woman. All in the face of an aggressive State that guarantees impunity. The year has not finished
yet but the statistics already count at least 270 women killed this year. In just one percent of the

crimes the Killer is known or an investigative process began."*
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Political Prisoners

On November 11, the public hearing in the case of the political prisoner Gustavo Céceres® took
place.®® Three days later, the resolution was read. "This day in the courts of El Progreso, in the
department of Yoro, a resolution was presented declaring the ABSOLUTION of Gustavo Caceres,
political prisoner of the narco-dictatorship in Honduras, accused of crimes he never committed and
for which he was held in prison for 19 months after having been arrested during demonstrations
against electoral fraud in Honduras in November 2017."%

The hearing in the case of the political prisoner Rommel Baldemar Herrera Portillo was postponed
to December 2.% Defensores en Linea reported on the ongoing harassment and the threats against
former political prisoners in Pimienta, Cortés, who had been arrested during the post-electoral
repression but were let go in May 2018.* "In El Progreso, Yoro continues the judicial process
against Jhony Salgado, unjustly accused of the crimes of illegal carrying of a commercial weapon
and for improper use of police clothing during the general election crisis of 2017. His trial was

rescheduled for 2020. His family and organizations demand his definitive freedom."”

Karen Spring published an update on the situation of political prisoner Edwin Espinal three months
after his release from prison. "Every week, Edwin goes to the courthouse to sign a ledger that is
supposed to show to the Honduran judiciary that he has not left the country and that he is still
present to face the charges against him. His court date is set for May 14 and 15, 2020. As for
myself, I continue my work supporting the other political prisoner cases. Within the first 6 months
following the 2017 electoral crisis, all were released except five including Edwin. Now, only one
political prisoner remains in jail; over 170 people still face charges and are forced to sign regularly
at courthouses around the country. I am also doing human rights work related to the criminalization

of people awaiting trial. Some are being harassed continuously by Honduran military and police."”

Extractive Industries

Last month, after national and international pressure, the criminalized environmental defenders
from Guapinol were finally transferred from the maximum-security prison to the prison in
Olanchito. Soon afterwards, the judge also announced a revision of the measures imposed on the
seven environmental defenders.”” And in other hopeful news, trial will be opened against the former
SERNA vice-minister Norman Gilberto Ochoa Henriquez for irregularly handing out the
environmental license for the hydroelectric project La Ensenada in La Ceiba, Atlantida in 2010
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negatively affecting the Garifuna communities Sambo Creek and Corinto.” But at the same time,
the mining company MINOSA in Azacualpa, La Unién, Copan, started the exhumation of a
cemetery again to extend their mining activities.”

On November 5, the revision hearing in the Guapinol case was supposed to take place.”
OACNUDH had already announced that it would accompany the hearing, when it was suspended.”
A common occurrence in Honduras to prolong the criminalization of HRDs, but this time, the
hearing was taken up again a day later. The judge denied the request to allow the environmental
defenders to await trial in freedom. "The lawyer Omar Menjivar, a member of the defense team,
indicates that Judge Vallecillo argued that there is a possibility that environmentalists will be
sentenced to a serious penalty, which would encourage the accused to escape, and they also could
join again the organization to which they belong. "That is an arbitrariness on the part of the judge,
the defendants in this case do not belong to a criminal organization, she herself ruled this out when
she declared a final dismissal for the crime of unlawful association, now she contradicts herself,"
says lawyer Omar Menjivar."”” OACNUDH expressed concern that the National Jurisdiction Judge
Lisseth Vallecillo refused to grant conditional release.”” The defense announced to challenge this
decision” and they presented a Habeas Corpus.” CEJIL denounced that international observers

were not allowed to attend the hearing.® #

Further south, in a public town hall meeting, 97% of the present people of Namasigiie, Choluteca,
said no to mining and large-scale solar energy projects. Out of the 15'000 people from the
community, almost 12'000 voted.* ConexiHon interviewed three defenders involved.* * % Shorty
afterwards, it became public that there would also be a town hall meeting in Tocoa, Col6n
concerning among other projects the Guapinol case.” ® On November 29, the inhabitants of Tocoa
declared their territory free of mining. No less than 33 mining concessions have been handed out in
this area, giving rise to conflicts best, and most worrisome, exemplified in the case of Guapinol.®
OACNUDH accompanied the process as an observer.*
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At the end of the month, the MP conducted the Operation Arcane investigating companies of heavy
machinery, mining and sale of petroleum products for drug trafficking links.”* Aqui Abajo published
a great overview of the operation and highlighted an important mining case affected by it. "Today,
November 25, 2019, the Honduran Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Military Police carried out
eight raids of houses located in the northern and western departments of Cortés and Copan. During
these raids, 7 individually owned businesses, 20 real-estate properties, 13 limited companies, and
320 vehicles were inspected and many were apprehended by authorities. (...) INCOBE, the
company named in the Prosecutor’s communiqué, is a heavy machinery and transportation
company that holds one of the largest contracts with Aura Minerals, a mining company legally
incorporated in the U.S. and Canada. Aura Minerals currently operates the San Andres mine in La
Unién in the western department of Copan. (...) Not only is Aura Minerals’ heavy machinery
contractor INCOBE linked to drug trafficking but the security company, Servicios Especiales de
Seguridad (SESER) that Aura Minerals contracts to provide security to the San Andres mine, has
also been linked to illicit activities." SESER former assistant manager José Javier Benitez Rosa was
even named in the Tony Hernandez trial. Aqui Abajo concludes its article with an important
observation. "These raids attempt to give the impression that the Public Prosecutor’s Office is
finally prosecuting money laundering activities and drug traffickers. However, many in Honduras
believe that these actions are not only ‘too little, too late’ but that they are also another “state-
sponsored drug trafficking” strategy to eliminate or neutralize figures that have key information,
money laundering ties or business links to President Juan Orlando Hernandez, who fears extradition
to the U.S. himself."* A day later, the MP informed that several of the accused would be held in
pre-trial detention.”

Corruption and Its Enemies

Libre denounced corruption in various energy projects.” A judge decided to open trial against
Nationalist leader and former RNP secretary Fernando Anduray for illegal deforestation.” Criterio
reported on illegal activities by the mayoralty of Tegucigalpa and a subsidiary of an Ecuadorian
company which was paid 238 million Lempiras to clean water pipes.”® On November 28, the MP
arrested the mayor of Choloma on corruption charges.” The Supreme Court opened trial against the
current head of the Agriculture and Livestock Secretariat (SAG), Mauricio Guevara Pinto, and
emitted alternative measures to imprisonment - but he can still remain in office.*®
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The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

As November began, the fate of the MACCIH was still unclear and even at the end of the month,
there were still more questions than answers. The Parliamentary Front in Support of the MACCIH
expressed fear that the JOH regime would be willing to assume the political cost of not renewing
MACCIH's contract.” At the same time, more and more business actor called for a renewal, e.g. the
Commerce and Industry Chamber of Cortés.'” There were also continuous calls from civil society

groups and the international community.'®" '*

Some two months ago, the OAS announced to evaluate the work of the MACCIH. This caused
some concern as another excuse to postpone the renewal of the MACCIH agreement. After the
announcement nothing happened until November 13, when the Secretary General of the OAS, Luis
Almagro, announced that they just installed an evaluation body which would present its result in 25
days or sooner.'” Journalist Jeff Ernst raised some important questions. "An evaluation is positive,
but this invites many questions. Will the evaluation be done by objective observers? How is it
possible to complete a comprehensive eval in 25 days? Why wait till the last minute?"'** According
to JOH, the MACCIH’s fate would depend on the evaluation.'” Some of his allies, e.g. the
evangelical priest and member of the purging committee, Alberto Solérzano, made unreassuring

comments. %

CESPAD conducted a survey in Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula about the perception of corruption
and the role of the MACCIH. "The results of the survey show citizens who considers corruption to
be high and which has flooded all areas of political and institutional life in Honduras. (...) But it is
in this “apocalyptic scenario of corruption and impunity”, measured with other variables that are
described in the report in detail, that citizens value the MACCIH and support its continuity. After 4
years of work, the MACCIH is widely known to Honduran citizens. Only 14% of the population
has not heard of the MACCIH (...) However, the Special Fiscal Unit Against Impunity for
Corruption (UFECIC), the national counterpart of the MACCIH, is barely known by 31% of the
population"."” In another report, CESPAD further highlighted the work of the MACCIH and
UFECIC, the presented corruption cases and the challenges they face.'® They also compared the
public support for the fight against corruption in 2015 during the Torch Marches and today, faced by
a possible exit of the MACCIH. "This brief review of two surveys shows that the MACCIH enjoys
a majority of social support today. Its current support reveals that the consolidated anti-corruption
fight in 2015 remains alive in spite of the fact that the movements that supported it have diminished
and that their flags no longer fly high as in the past. Their reduced opposition shows that the
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MACCIH, despite its limitations and adversities derived from a threatening and castrating context
for the then anti-corruption struggle, has not impeded the significant progress achieved which has
raised the confidence of the citizens in its work."'?”

By November 26, the US raised its voice a bit. Michael G. Kozak, Acting Assistant Secretary for
U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, tweeted: "The government of
#Honduras has taken no action to renew the mandate of @OEA_MACCIH, which plays a vital role
in combating corruption and improving governance in Honduras.""’ The US House Foreign Affairs
Committee responded: "Chairman @RepEliotEngel: Democrats and Republicans in Congress could

not agree more. Long past time for a clean extension of @OEA_MACCIH mandate."""!

The head of UFECIC, Javier Santos, denounced that two important corruption cases presented by
the MACCIH and UFECIC, Pandora and the Open Arch, had been in a state of appeal for over a
year - longer than the Penal Code allows."” El Pulso, meanwhile, published a helpful article giving
an overview of some of the obstacles put in the way of the MACCIH by the JOH regime.""

Impunity Pacts

Almost every month we see new attempts by powerful Honduran actors to shield themselves from
corruption investigations. These attempts are summarized here under the header Impunity Pacts.
The newest attempt by Congress in October was challenged this month by the MP with a
constitutional challenge."* Shortly afterwards, Criterio denounced that Congress, in opposition to
Libre, Pinu and part of the Liberal Party, just approved another impunity pact shielding corrupt
officials from investigations by the MACCIH's Honduran counterpart UFECIC."> The CNA
denounced that it encourages crime and limits the investigation of congresswo/men."® The head of
the TSC, meanwhile, claimed that the reform to its organic law will improve the fight against
corruption.”” Congress' Nationalist president Mauricio Oliva went even further and unconvincingly
tried to spin the table claiming that only the MACCIH and UFECIC really benefit from impunity,
but not congresswo/men.'*®

protect itself from investigations. "In less than 60 days, the National Congress has shown four times
n119

But even El Heraldo could not deny Congress' attempts anymore to

that it seeks at all costs to shield some sectors, including politicians, linked to acts of corruption.

110 https:/twitter.com/WHA AsstSecty/status/1199337070713430016
111 hetps:stwitter.com/HouseForeign/status/1199441242586861570

119 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1336574-466/contundente-rechazo-a-reformas-a-la-ley-del-tribunal-superior-de-cuentas

Page 13 out of 28


https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1336574-466/contundente-rechazo-a-reformas-a-la-ley-del-tribunal-superior-de-cuentas
https://confidencialhn.com/los-que-tienen-inmunidad-son-la-maccih-y-ufecic-los-diputados-tienen-fuero-legislativo/
https://www.proceso.hn/actualidad/7-actualidad/reforma-a-ley-del-tsc-fortalece-lucha-contra-la-corrupcion-y-hay-que-aplaudirla-jose-juan-pineda.html
https://www.proceso.hn/actualidad/7-actualidad/cna-denuncia-que-reformas-al-tsc-fomenta-la-delincuencia-y-limita-investigaciones.html
https://criterio.hn/oficialismo-en-el-congreso-nacional-aprueba-nuevo-pacto-de-impunidad/
https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1335689-466/mp-presenta-recurso-de-inconstitucionalidad-contra-la-inmunidad-parlamentaria
http://elpulso.hn/los-obstaculos-que-han-querido-detener-a-la-maccih/
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3631-justicia-hondurena-duerme-a-pandora-y-la-arca-abierta
https://twitter.com/HouseForeign/status/1199441242586861570
https://twitter.com/WHAAsstSecty/status/1199337070713430016
http://cespad.org.hn/2019/11/25/analisis-las-demandas-ciudadanas-del-2015-y-el-apoyo-a-la-extension-de-la-maccih-una-comparacion-entre-dos-hitos/

The IHSS Case

Another hearing took place in the IHSS corruption case this month. In this sub-case, former board
members are accused of illegally transferring more than 600 million Lempiras.'*

The Narcopolitica Case

The initial hearing in the Narcopolitica corruption case will took place on November 12'*" and trial
was successfully opened against Norberto Quezada Suazo.'”

State Security Forces

Last month, the attacks from the JOH regime against the former head of forensic medicine Julissa
Villanueva increased (see last month’s monitor). In November, the persecution continued and the
MP suspended her for three weeks without pay for "abusing freedom of expression".'> The Medical
Association of Honduras (CMH) denounced this as a violation of freedom of expression.'*
ConfidencialHN listed additional problems inside the ATIC that should raise alarm.'*> 1%

Several state security agents made negative headlines this month. A police agent was arrested in
Copan.'” An appeals court revoked the dismissal of proceedings against five Military Police agents
and open trial against them for breaking and entering as well as torture.'?® '* The MP successfully
accused a former army colonel for damaging the environment.”® Eight people, among them two
police agents, were arrested for illegally searching a house.”®' A trial was announced against four
preventive police agents for illegal detention. They illegally arrested a young man, hit him on
several occasions and then planted a fire arm on him."* Last but not least, the MP informed that two
active police members would remain in pre-trial detention accused of various crimes.'*

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

As part of the post-electoral repression in 2017, dozens of protesters were arrested and criminalized,
at least two remain in prison, others await trial outside of prison. Among the latter is Jhony Andrés
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Salgado, whose trial started this month.”** At the same time, there were barely any investigations
into the assassinations of protesters conducted by state agents. This month the hearing of a Military
Police agent accused of having murdered David Octavio Quiroz on December 15, 2017 was
suspended.'® University students who took to the streets to remind the national and international
public about the electoral fraud and repression were themselves repressed by state security forces.'®
"Two years after the electoral fraud in Honduras, Carlos Paz, Director of the Caritas Social Ministry
of the Diocese of San Pedro Sula, argues that when justice is sought in the country for victims of
human rights violations, they encounter an evasive environment. With a justice service completely
folded to power, with a Public Ministry that is not committed to the search for truth, research and

access to justice.""’

Repressions

Residents of Tegucigalpa and neighboring villages took up the protests again this month in defense
of the National Park La Tigra (see previous monthly monitor). They demanded that the mayor
Nasry Asfura would comply with his promise for a town hall meeting on the controversial project in
the national park. But instead, the protests were repressed by state security forces.'® '* The political
party Pinu spoke to the protesters defending the La Tigra National Park and set up a commission to
investigate. "According to deputy Doris Gutiérrez, who met with the director of the Prosecutor's
Office of the Environment, the results of the investigation should lead to arrest warrants against the
officials who granted the building permits, since it has been shown that the Bosques de Santa Maria
project affects water resources and the forest area of La Tigra National Park."'* In Tegucigalpa in
an encounter between the Military Police and inhabitants of the El Pedregal neighborhood the
former started to shot at the latter.'*" Further south, the police shot and hurt protesters demanding
the reparation of a street in Danli, Paraiso.'*

Assassinations

The former police agent Denis Javier Gonzalez was sentenced to 15 years in prison for the murder
of the priest Carcamo Gonzalez in January 2017."* A police official shot dead a young man in Agua
Caliente near Zacapa, Santa Barbara under unclear circumstances. El Tiempo wrote that the police
arrested the man for "walking under the influence" and already detained, he was hit by a bullet shot

in the air by the police official.'*
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Penitentiary System

November began with another murder in the so-called maximum security prison El Pozo.'*® Human
rights organizations denounced that Honduras' prisons remain "crime academies" even after the
construction of these “maximum security” prisons and the investment of millions of Lempiras in
failed rehabilitation policies.'* "The former minister of security in the administration of the former
president, Manuel Zelaya Rosales, Jorge Alberto Rodas Gamero, said that “the biggest mistake was
to have delegated functions to police and military”. He also criticized that “there are no
professionals educated in prison management employed in the prisons”."'¥ In the last two years, the
Honduran prison population grew by 13%.'*® The MACCIH, meanwhile, sent recommendations to
Congress' president Mauricio Oliva regarding the National Penitentiary System Bill.'"* On
November 25, three prison guards were arrested after an inmate escaped from the so-called

maximum-security prison La Tolva.' '*!

Militarization

Last month, four colonels were suspended from the Armed Forces, apparently for criticizing JOH.
Joprodeh demanded protection for them." By the end of the month, a judge accepted an appeal by
the four men."”™ The main headlines were caused by the Agriculture Development Program for
Honduras (PDAH), a 4 billion Lempira gift granted by an executive decree from JOH to the Armed
Forces'* (see the JOH section below for more on this). COPINH denounced that the farm land of
the agricultural development plan controlled by the Armed Forces is "by accident” in those
territories threatened by extractive projects. "Freeing the military from their responsibility for
crimes against humanity is the strategy used to impose projects through violence against those who
fight against the looting of their land"."™ There is a general fear of even more criminalization as a
consequence of the program.'*® Defensores en Linea wrote about the symbolic and the real power of
the Armed Forces. "However, in the current situation of the Armed Forces, committed to an
impostor government and the dynamics of organized crime, we must discuss whether the transfer of
4 billion Lempiras for agricultural production means an important task of command, a
compensation for their dog-like loyalty or the continuation of the transfer of political power. In the
experience of COFADEH during the last 40 years of existence that question is answered with the
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third option. The delegation of control of agriculture to the military is the continuity of a process of
transfer of political power that restarted in July 2009 with the coup d'état.""’

Israel has become Honduras' main arms seller. In the last ten years, Honduras bought arms worth
$105 million, 29% of which came from Israel and 20% from the US. "In addition to buying
conventional weapons, the Government must pay Israel $ 48,987,378 (23% of the $ 209 million
agreement) for equipment, software and training for the development of a cybersecurity project for
the National Directorate of Research and Intelligence (DNII)." Among them are spyware software
from NSO Group to access WhatsApp messages and calls.'® There were also new attempts to gran

impunity for members of the Armed Forces through the new Penal Code." '

International Community

FOSDEH criticized that a recent IMF delegation (last month) did not take into account the view of
civil society organizations."®' Javier Suazo wants a completely new development model for
Honduras, one which excludes the IMF. "Honduras is in urgent need of an alternative development
model to the current one, accompanied by a new political project that integrates the participation of
a diverse range of economic actors (industrialists, for example) and a variety of social-based
organizations. However, the deepening of neoliberal policies and their consequences will leave little
room to achieve this change, once the political opposition reaches power, so you have to build a
public agenda to gradually dismantle the morass of laws, regulations, programs, projects and
institutions, left by the current government."'® The UNDP signed an agreement with the MP to

strengthen its work on citizen security'®

and the Central American Bank for Economic Integration
(BCIE) signed an agreement worth 725'400 Euros to conduct a feasibility study on a cable car in

Tegucigalpa.'®

us

US Chargé d'Affaires Colleen Hoey met with the Honduran Human Rights Secretary Carla Cueva
this month.'® There were also meeting with the Acting Secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security Chad Wolf'® and an especially worrisome ceremony with the head of the Armed Forces
(see subsection below on drug trafficking).'”” ' % Colleen Hoey also participated in the
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inauguration of a police post in La Ceiba'”’ and the tweeted that due to the support by the US State
Department (INL), the Honduran police successfully combated kidnappings.'”*

EU

The Spanish cooperation agency inaugurated a sewage and a water treatment plant in Gracias,
Lempira. Both JOH and the Spanish ambassador were present.”””> As part of the project
"Strengthening access to justice for the communities of Indigenous and Afro-descendant Peoples of
Honduras" by the Spanish development cooperation agency AECID, there will be a special
prosecutor's office for indigenous peoples in Tea by 2020.'” In Europe, a group of women
defenders of environmental rights, land rights and the rights of indigenous peoples in Colombia,
Honduras, Guatemala and Mexico denounced in the European Parliament the increase in femicides
and sexual assaults due to their work."”

Drug Trafficking

Last months trial against Tony Hernandez once more highlighted the role of the Armed Forces in
drug trafficking. Radio Progreso published an overview."”® At the same time, the head of the
National Defense Secretariat, Fredy Santiago Diaz Zelaya, praised the work of the Armed Forces in
combating drug trafficking and highlighted the importance of US collaboration.'” Shortly
afterwards, the head of SOUTHCOM visited Honduras again. He presented the Legion of Merit

award to the head of the Armed Forces for his contribution in fighting drug trafficking...'”” 78 17

The convicted son of the former president Pepe Lobo, Fabio Lobo, wrote a letter writing that he was
ill-advised by his lawyer to declare himself guilty. He challenged his sentence of 24-years in prison
from 2017."® Two associates of the former police commissioner Jorge Barralaga (he was arrested in
2017 accused of money laundering) were sent to pre-trial detention on November 7.'®' By the end of
the month, Barralaga himself was declared guilty in his own trial.'®

For more on drug trafficking and the JOH regime, see the following section on JOH.
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JOH

This month, Honduras entered the post-Tony Hernandez trial-era (see last months monitor). Already
in October, the trial was followed by a brutal murder of a possible key witness, Nery Orlando
Sanabria a.k.a. Magdaleno Meza in a Honduran maximum-security prison (see also last month).'®®
“The murder is the latest embarrassment for the US state department, which continues to ignore the
haze of allegations around the Honduran government while pushing the country to cooperate in
Donald Trump’s regional crackdown on migration. (...) “The first message is for those who are
linked to drug trafficking in Honduras related to Tony Hernandez, or Juan Orlando Hernandez and
their whole group — to show them that they or their family members will be murdered if they
continue providing evidence,” said Dr Joaquin Mejia, a human rights lawyer who has studied
violence in Honduras."'® The Lawyers Association of Honduras called on the MP and CONADEH
to protect the lawyer of the murdered witness, Omar Enrique Dub6n.'® The vice-minister of
security, Luis Fernando Suazo, meanwhile, offered a reason why the JOH regime is not behind the
murder: It would be too obvious.'®

At the end of October, there was another arrest that caused problems to the JOH regime. "Two
brothers — longtime political powerbrokers in a northeastern region of Honduras that is a major
maritime and aerial drug route — have been arrested in a case that exposes further ties between the
country’s traffickers and politicians. Roberto and Seth Paisano Wood were taken in a joint operation
between the Attorney General’s Office and anti-drug authorities in northern Honduras (...) The
brothers are part of a powerful political family in Gracias a Dios. Roberto has long been an operator

in the National Party, while Seth was a congressman for the Liberal Party."."®

Given the violent repression and the over 30 murdered protesters in the last two years, the protest
against the JOH regime after the trial was not as big as one may have expected. But there is one
group which still takes to the streets regularly, students. It is, therefore, especially worrisome that
two student leaders were murdered in just a few days. The 18 year-old high school student, Oscar
Mencia was last seen in his high school cafeteria on Oct 29 and later found dead in Tegucigalpa.'®
On November 1, the 25 year-old Leonardo Daniel Castillo Lagos, member of the University Student
Movement (MAU), was assassinated.'®

But also the political opposition was in the crossfire. The indigenous Miskito Libre leader
Buenaventura Calderon Ramirez and his wife Maribel Bolian from Gracias a Dios and had been
murdered the day before. Defensores en Linea reported that he had received death threats and
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unsuccessfully demanded support from the protection mechanism.'”” OACNUDH lamented their
murder and according to them, he should have benefited from collective protection measures
granted to the National Platform for Indigenous Matters of Honduras whose board member he
was.””! COFADEH's

Berta Oliva describes the current situation as one of total defenselessness and denounced the
activity of death squads.'® Pasos de Animal Grande came to the same conclusion'®?, so did MADJ:
"The murders of four students, two active members of the Libre Party and the kidnapping and
torture of a magisterial leader in the same week, clearly show that in Honduras the tarantulas have
never left and continue to attack."'* The Human Rights Board, a network of Honduran human
rights organizations, expressed grave concern about the current situation in Honduras. They have
documented six murders of students between 17 and 25 years old in this year's protests called for by
the Platform for the Defense of Education and Healthcare. They have documented an additional 5
assassinations of social and opposition leaders and activist since the verdict against Tony
Hernandez.'”® *® And if under these circumstances protests that still took place, women played an

197

important role' and journalists who covered the protests suffered repression.'*®

The JOH regime made also negative headlines when it came to corruption. Honduras once more
failed to get access to the Millennium Challenge funds.' Pressure not only rose for JOH, but also
some of his allies. The MP charged JOH's presidential commissioner on climate change, Marlon
Oniel Escoto Valerio, with usurpation and aggravated damage against the indigenous Pech
community of Culuco, Olancho and against the environment.”® The same day, a judge ordered
alternative measures imprisonment for the Nationalist activist Fernando Anduray. He is accused for
a crime against the environment. Anduray was among other things the former director of the
National Persons Registry (RNP).”! The JOH regime, meanwhile, tried to paint a good picture of
itself and claimed that it is to be congratulated for the prolongation of the Temporary Protection
Status (TPS) of Hondurans in the US.** The National TPS Alliance challenged this narrative.* At
the same time, JOH tried to guarantee the loyalty of the Armed Forces. He granted them a 4 billion
Lempira program on "Agriculture Development" (ADPH) through a executive decree.” ** Even
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corporate media outlets critically reported on this.*® **” Some observers interpreted it as a sign of
weakness of the JOH regime.””® La Via Campesina Honduras denounced it and demands the
derogation of the underlying executive decree.”” Various professional networks such as the
Association of Agronomists of Honduras (CINAH) agreed®'® and so did even the Commercial and
Industrial Chamber of Tegucigalpa (CCIT).*"" CESPAD published a helpful analysis of the legal
background and highlighted the lack of transparency and accountability.*?

On November 9, JOH suddenly claimed that the Armed Forces were not managing the funds for the
agricultural development program.*® *'* But the same day his Nationalist congressman Milton
Puerto Oseguera said that the Armed Forces took up the challenge of managing the funds because
they are capable of it.*** At the same time, discussion took place at Congress to grant impunity to
the Armed Forces.*'®

JOH also tried to get on the good side of the teachers again. El Libertador denounced that the JOH
regime and the Education Secretariat spent more than 1.6 million Lempiras on holidays for school
directors in Spain - the school directors who benefited were those who brought their students to the
National Stadium on September 15 to greet JOH instead of participating in the alternative protest
march on Honduras' "independence" day.”’’ And he seems to can continue counting on IMF support.
"The biggest problem of the IMF is that it does not count deaths, nor disappeared, nor jailed people,
no migrants, no raped and beaten women, which are the result, among other things, of regressive
economic and social policies, many of which have been endorsed by their own officials. Moreover,
even as it happens in Honduras, it does not count corrupt or drug traffickers; rather, it consults and

negotiates with them."*'®

But there is rising pressure from inside his own party. Radio Progreso spoke with congressman
Jorge Lobo, son of former president Pepe Lobo, about the death threats against him and his father
and about how JOH tries to keep the National Party aligned with his interests.””® Jorge Lobo
presented a bill in Congress to form a special commission to investigate those people mentioned in
the Tony Herndndez trial.**® The former Attorney General Edmundo Orellana, meanwhile,
denounced that the Judicial Power in Honduras is at the total disposition of JOH. He also
highlighted the important distinction that Honduras has a narco-government, which not
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automatically means that it is a narco-state. "The Prosecutor of the Southern District Court said it
clearly: it is a narco government and not a narco state because being a narco State would include
you, me and the rest of the people who are elements of the State. It is a narco government, that is to
say, the government is in charge of politics, the government is made up of the three powers of the
State and the bodies that are in charge of planning and executing the policy, that is where drug
trafficking has become entrenched."*' Drug trafficking continued to make headlines as on
November 9 two men with links to the Los Valle drug cartel where murdered - two additional
murdered drug traffickers with links to the Tony Hernandez case.””” An inmate murdered last month
in the high-security prison La Tolva just a day before the murder of Magdaleno Meza was this
month exposed as a right-hand man of the former mayor, drug trafficker and JOH ally Alexander
Chande Ard6n.”® Then, the prison director of the El Pozo maximum-security prison, where Meza

had been murdered, was fired. He asked for political asylum fearing for his life.”*

While the protest against the role of the Armed Forces in the agricultural sector continued, they did
do the job JOH wanted them to.”> COFADEH denounced the use of the Military Police to follow,
harass and intimidate the social and political opposition.””® Campesino organization, meanwhile,
presented a constitutional challenge against the executive decree by JOH.?” The Armed Forces,
meanwhile, sent out not-so-veiled-threats against campesinxs opposed to the plan.?”® The same day,
ConfidencialHN published a new article on corruption by the JOH regime linked to the agricultural

sector.?®®

On November 20, the Armed Forces received the first 12.5 million Lempiras from the
ADPH.** Javier Suazo published a helpful analysis of the agricultural sector going back to the 1992

agrarian reform.*!

On November 17, another social and labor leader was murdered in Honduras. Jorge Alberto Acosta,
president of the loan and credit cooperative at the labor union Sitraterco, was shot dead in La

Lima.*”*

OACNUDH expressed grave concern reiterating a call by UN Special Rapporteur Michel
Forst that Honduras "prioritize the fight against impunity for murders, attacks and threats against
defenders".”® Pasos de Animal Grande denounced that Acosta had received death threats previously
to his assassination and that he should have benefited from state protection.” US congresswo/men
also condemned his murder. "Acosta's assassination is just one of a recent brutal wave of killings,

threats, kidnappings, beatings, torture, and disappearances of labor and social movement activists in
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Honduras, directed at Afro-Indigenous women, campesinos, teacher unionists, opposition political
activists, supportive journalists, and many others. (...) Rather than legitimize and support the
Honduran government, the Trump Administration should publicly denounce these killings,
kidnappings, and forced disappearances. Rather than treat the migrants who seek to flee this terror

like dangerous invaders, we must welcome them as asylees."**> #*

But the threats continued. COFADEH warned alarm about the situation of human rights defender
and local councilor from Marcalam La Paz, Marlon Enrique Calles Dominguez. He had been
receiving threats since February 2018, but they grew this month; he even received a direct death
threat.”” The protection mechanism just advised him to leave the country instead of offering
protection so that he could continue defending the woods and water sources.”®

In November, three big employers announced to leave Honduras. The former head of the business
lobby COHEP, Aline Flores, held the JOH regime responsible for this.** The former president of
the Central Bank of Honduras announced a further decrease of foreign investment in Honduras.**
Growing discontent was observable in the business community with JOH.?*! El Libertador reported
on divisions inside the business lobby COHEP. The Federation of Farmers and Cattle Holders of
Honduras (Fenagh) rejected attending a reunion denouncing the lack of support by COHEP against
the Agriculture Development Plan.”** At the same time, ContraCorriente uncovered that the JOH
regime payed the travel expenses of journalists to travel to Israel to favorably report on the opening

of the Honduran commerce and cooperation office in Jerusalem.**

In the midst of this, the Nationalist president of Congress and aspiring president of Honduras,
Mauricio Oliva, told El Tiempo that JOH told him in confidence that he would not seek another
reelection.*** The mayor of Tegucigalpa, Nasry Asfuera, also threw his hat in the race.**® On the last
weekend of November, the National Party celebrated its annual convention, but it was marked by
internal division.?*® Four leading representatives announced not to attend*”’ (Ricardo Alvarez, Pepe
Lobo, Roberto Ramén Castillo and Mauricio Oliva), the latter showed up after all. JOH presented
him and the mayor of Tegucigalpa, Nasry Asfura, as primary candidates for the race for the
Nationalist ticket next year.”*® JOH also threatened Nationalist leaders with separating them from

235 https://schakowsky.house.gov/press-releases/congressmembers-schakowsky-pocan-mcgovern-and-garcia-denounce-assassination-of-honduran-trade-unionist/
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the public positions if they "attack the unity of the National Party".** He also tweeted that he
wanted the National Party to regulate the reelection in their bylaws limiting it to two terms.*°

The end of November was also the second anniversary of the electoral fraud of 2017. "Two years of
electoral fraud, two years and illegality wons the battle, a whole project that is imposed based on
the force of arms, the political support of interventionist governments such as the United States and
thanks to the dark forces that move under the corridor of organized crime. An alliance that seems
unbreakable or difficult to undermine. (...) Two years later, they unpack again from their “box of
Pandora” the distracting theme of the so-called National Constituent Assembly and keep the main
opposition political leaders entertained discussing political reforms that will never come to fruition
under the current regime. On the contrary, the National Party and its government will continue to
take advantage of the situation to promote political reforms that fit their electoral interests in order
to continue to have control and not lose what they have been building under the umbrella of
illegality."*!

Penal Code

Congress decided to prolong the vacatio legis of the new Penal Code for another six months, i.e.
like this it would come into force on May 10, 2020.”> OACNUDH welcomed this and offered its
support to harmonize the Penal Code with international standards.”®® The CNA once more
demanded that it should never come into force® and so did the the social and political
opposition.”***® The Inter-American Press Society (SIP) criticized a non-binding decision by the
Supreme Court asking Congress to withdraw a reform to the Penal Code which would decriminalize
defamation.”” The same day, the Constitutional Chamber rejected a constitutional challenge by the
CNA against the Penal Code.*®

Public Health

"Evelyn Zorrilla, Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) regional epidemiologist for Mexico and Central
America, explains how MSF responded to the outbreak of dengue fever in Honduras this year and
why the disease behaved in an unusual way." To the question "Why didn’t the number of cases
decrease in an expected way?", Zorilla answered: "It was a mixture of factors. First, this part of
Honduras is an endemic dengue fever zone and it wasn’t prepared to respond to this situation. The
alerts for a new outbreak were not activated in time."*° This year's dengue rate has reached over
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100'000 cases and 157 people have died.*® There was also an increase in the HIV infection rate; it
rose by 7% since 2010.%%

Migration

The safe third country agreement continue to make negative headlines. Lisa Haugaard from LAWG
published a helpful commentary to highlight its problematic importance for the Trump
administration. "A New York jury convicted Tony Hernandez, the brother of Honduran President
Juan Orlando Hernandez, of drug trafficking on October 18, 2019. In the course of the trial, New
York prosecutors labeled President Hernandez “a co-conspirator,” (...) The next day, the U.S.
Embassy’s highest official appeared at Honduras’ armed forces day parade. A State Department
official declared Honduras “a reliable ally.” (...) a team of U.S. Department of Homeland Security
and State Department officials arrived the next week to hammer out an agreement. Was the
agreement to stop massive corruption in Honduras? Was it to call for a purge of drug trafficking-
connected officials? Was it to urge the government to stop repressing protests and jailing human
rights and environmental activists? No. It was to figure out how to implement the agreement
establishing Honduras as a “safe third country”."*? Additionally, there is also the controversial
Remain in Mexico Program. "President Trump’s requirement that asylum seekers remain in Mexico
while they await hearings in the United States is creating a new humanitarian crisis. Yet it isn’t
generating nearly the outrage and media scrutiny that his horrific family separations did. But now a
deeply dismayed asylum officer has authored a remarkable manifesto that was obtained by Sen. Jeff
Merkley (D-Ore.), as part of an investigation Merkley is conducting of Trump’s asylum policies.
The manifesto indicts the “Remain in Mexico” program from the inside in sweeping and scalding
terms, describing it as illegal under U.S. law, a violation of the United States’ international human
rights obligations and arbitrarily implemented to deliberately punish people for seeking asylum
here."** Criticism also came from the general secretary of the Central American Integration System
(SICA), Vinicio Cerezo, who called for a joint review and reconsideration.**

But the Trump administration and its regional allies pushed forward. "The Trump administration
issued a rule on Monday [November 18] that would allow it to send migrants seeking protections in
the US at the southern border back to Guatemala under an agreement brokered earlier this year.
Former Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kevin McAleenan, who spearheaded the
agreement, has billed it as a way to help the country build up its capacity to process migrants
seeking protections under both international torture agreements and asylum. But under the rule
issued Monday, the agreement will be used to deport migrants to Guatemala and, eventually, to El
Salvador and Honduras, which have signed similar agreements with the US. Hundreds of thousands
have fled violence and the lack of economic opportunity in the region, known as Central America’s
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Northern Triangle, over the past year."*® "In the final days before launching (...) Department of
Homeland Security officials were still scrambling to figure out critical details, including how those
seeking protection would obtain shelter, food, and access to orientation services".”*® On November
21, the first Honduran was deported to Guatemala under the new agreement.”® Physicians for
Human Rights denounced that it violates U.S. and international law on the right to seek asylum and
poses a serious risk to the safety of those seeking protection in the United States.**®

A new report was published this month on internal displacement in El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras.”® 76.1% of Central American migrants arriving in Mexico fled violence.?””® One group
especially affected by internal and external displacement is the LGBTQ community suffering
further violence as a consequence. "Studies show LGBTQ migrants are among the most vulnerable,
more likely to be assaulted and killed, especially trans migrants. Of Central American LGBTQ
migrants interviewed by the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees in 2017, 88 percent were
victims of sexual and gender-based violence in their countries of origin; two-thirds suffered similar
attacks in Mexico. Yet the Trump administration is returning LGBTQ migrants seeking asylum in
the U.S. to face assaults, kidnapping and death in Mexican border cities while they await U.S. court
hearings."”’! Children are also among the vulnerablized groups. "The 3-year-old girl traveled for
weeks cradled in her father’s arms, as he set out to seek asylum in the United States. Now she won’t
even look at him. After being forcibly separated at the border by government officials, sexually
abused in U.S. foster care and deported, the once bright and beaming girl arrived back in Honduras
withdrawn, anxious and angry, convinced her father abandoned her. He fears their bond is forever
broken. “I think about this trauma staying with her too, because the trauma has remained with me
and still hasn’t faded,” he said, days after their reunion. This month, new government data shows
the little girl is one of an unprecedented 69,550 migrant children held in U.S. government custody
over the past year, enough infants, toddlers, kids and teens to overflow the typical NFL stadium.
That’s more children detained away from their parents than any other country, according to United
Nations researchers. And it’s happening even though the U.S. government has acknowledged that
being held in detention can be traumatic for children, putting them at risk of long-term physical and
emotional damage."*”* ?> At the same time, 21'000 children have been deported back to Honduras

so far this year.””
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Electoral Reforms

By the end of the year, a new Electoral Bill will be presented to Congress. Radio Progreso fears for
a bill without real, profound reforms.*”

Poverty

Various basic goods became more expensive this month?”® and some 70% of the corn harvest may
have been lost due to the drought.”” 60% of Honduras's youth in the productive age is
unemployed.”’® At the same time, various human rights organizations expressed grave concern
about the high rate of child labor in Honduras. Some 80% of children suffer from some form of
exploitation.””” The number of children working even increased compared to previous years.”® The
former head of the National Bank, Hugo Noé Pino, summarized the situation as follows: "Honduras
does not advance, it is in the same situation it has been in recent years and that obviously means

unemployment, high cost of living, poverty and all these evils that afflict the Honduran people."*'

Hope that the 2020 budget may alleviate this situation seem naive. "Honduras’ proposed budget for
2020 reduces support to the country’s most needy — while protecting the military and security
agencies — and, particularly if the debate on priorities is not made more inclusive, risks exacerbating
already high political tensions and chronic economic mismanagement. On the revenue side, the
draft budget shows a drop in tax revenues from 18 percent of GDP in 2019 to 16.5 percent — which,
ICEFI has found, is not justified by technical analysis of the circumstances. Government spending —
excluding payment on the national debt but including transfers to funds and trusts — equaled 19.7
percent of GDP, compared to 21.5 percent in 2019. (ICEFI estimates that the average government
spending in Central America in 2019 will be 18.5 percent.) This drop will affect most public

entities, particularly in social spending."**

And Light at the End of a Month

Two Honduran women human rights defenders were awarded for their work this month. Laura
Ziniga Caceres, daughter of Berta Caceres, received a human rights award from the National
Council of Spanish Lawyers*** and Miriam Miranda, OFRANEH's general coordinator, received the
Human Rights Award from the Friedrich Ebert Foundation.*®* **
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Another Month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland

Past Activities:

- Berta Ztiniga Caceres was in Switzerland in November for four days and
talked about the Berta Caceres case, presented the book “Las
Revoluciones de Berta” and she analyzed the current situation of
Honduras.

Upcoming Activities:

Subscribe to this monthly report: foro_honduras_suiza@riseup.net

Subscribe to our daily press overview: daniellm@bluewin.ch

Become a member: info@honduras-forum.ch

Support our work: IBAN: CH54 0900 0000 8003 3036 3

http://honduras-forum.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/Honduras-Forum-Schweiz-753337355053820/
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