Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — August 2021

The electoral campaign officially started this month. But it is certainly not a good sign that the same
month, a fight broke out between party representative at the official event deciding the place of
every party on the ballot. Not allowing oneself to hope for much change from an electoral process,
there were still hopeful signs in August. The widespread rejection of the ZEDEs continued, taking
the form of street protests as well as an ever increasing number of communities declaring their land
free of ZEDEs. The Judicial System continues to send mixed messages. On the one hand, COPINH
was finally recognized as a victim in the Gualcarque Fraud case. On the other hand, the Supreme
Court extended the pre-trial detention of the criminalized Guapinol defenders by another six
months; they have been arbitrarily detained for two years already. And yes, the pandemic is still
reigning large with August having been the most deadly month so far. Welcome to another month in
Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Abbreviations

AS) Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

BID Inter-American Development Bank
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COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
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FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Operators
FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras

FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

JACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFERCO Special Prosecuting Unit against Corruption Networks

UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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The COVID-19 Crisis

August began with 300'572 detected COVID-19 cases in Honduras and 7902 confirmed deaths.'
The Funeral Home Association documented more than 16'800 deaths since the start of the
pandemic.” The month ended with 339'841 COVID-19 cases detected and 8932 confirmed deaths.’

As previously reported, the pandemic has become more deadly and more widespread in the last
weeks. ContraCorriente presented an example of this. "From January to June 2021, no deaths from
COVID-19 were reported in the village of San Antonio, municipality of Sulaco, northern Honduras.
However, since July, infections and deaths have increased. Since then, an average of six people per
week have died, most of them in the village, even though it has only 7,000 inhabitants."*

Health Sector

After a short time without any reported deaths of health workers, the situation worsened again. On
August 7, doctor Jimmy Figueroa died to COVID-19.° On August 15, anesthesiologist Angel David
Macpui Fajardo died. By that point, 91 doctors had died to COVID-19.° A few days later, a third
doctor, Luis Beltran Irias, died.”

On August 3, Proceso Digital reported that Honduran ICUs operate above capacity, at 106%.° The
same day, over 2000 people were attended in the triage centers of Tegucigalpa.® But there were also
some good news. The University Hospital in Tegucigalpa announced a new corona ward for up to
50 patients.'® At the same time, the JOH regime failed to comply its promise to employ some 5000
health workers who have risked their lives during the pandemic while being only temporarily
employed."!

Over the first weekend this month, a vaccination rally took place in Tegucigalpa which was used by
the JOH regime as a political tool.”” * On August 5, Honduras received 186'030 more additional
vaccine doses." By that point, Honduras had received almost 5 million doses, over 90% of them
donated.” Nevertheless, the JOH regime had only vaccinated 3.13% of Hondurans.'® On August 7,

1

2 https://www.laprensa.hn/honduras/1484124-410/cifra-muertes-coronavirus-honduras-funerarias-
3 https://proceso.hn/honduras-roza-los-9-mil-decesos-por-covid-19/

4 https://contracorriente.red/2021/08/07/muertes-por-covid-19-san-antonio-la-aldea-martir-de-honduras/
5
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https://proceso.hn/apenas-un-3-13-de-personas-han-completado-vacunacion-contra-la-covid-en-honduras/
https://elpulso.hn/2021/08/06/gobierno-de-joh-solo-ha-adquirido-9-9-por-ciento-de-todas-las-vacunas-anticovid-19/
https://confidencialhn.com/llega-a-honduras-nuevo-lote-de-186-mil-treinta-vacunas-anticovid-de-pfizer/
https://elpulso.hn/2021/08/02/joh-alaba-su-gestion-y-afirma-que-honduras-dejo-de-ser-el-pais-mas-violento/
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3100-honduras-cinismo-ebal-diaz-uso-vacunaton-para-campana-electoral
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3122-honduras-protestan-medicos-en-mosquitia-unos-5-000-sin-plaza-permanente
https://confidencialhn.com/hospital-escuela-habilita-nueva-sala-con-capacidad-para-50-pacientes-covid-19/
https://proceso.hn/mas-de-2-mil-atenciones-se-brindaron-en-ultimas-24-horas-en-triajes-capitalinos/
https://proceso.hn/desbordadas-106-las-unidades-de-cuidados-intensivos-en-honduras/
https://www.radiohrn.hn/fallece-de-covid-el-medico-hondureno-luis-beltran-irias
https://proceso.hn/muere-por-covid-el-galeno-hondureno-angel-david-macpui-fajardo/
https://proceso.hn/medico-y-candidato-a-vicealcalde-por-libre-en-comayagua-pierde-la-batalla-contra-el-covid-19/
https://contracorriente.red/2021/08/07/muertes-por-covid-19-san-antonio-la-aldea-martir-de-honduras/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-roza-los-9-mil-decesos-por-covid-19/
https://www.laprensa.hn/honduras/1484124-410/cifra-muertes-coronavirus-honduras-funerarias-
https://proceso.hn/honduras-rebasa-los-300-mil-contagios-y-a-punto-de-llegar-a-ocho-mil-muertos-por-covid/

Honduras received 72'000 more vaccine doses purchased by the IHSS' and the next day another
67°200." On August 12, another 105'300 vaccine doses arrived in Honduras.' By that point, 23.1%
of Hondurans had received at least one shot and 5.6 were fully vaccinated.?

By mid-August, with some great delay, 20'000 more Sputnik V doses arrived in Honduras. 20’000
more were still missing to give everyone who had received a first shot the second one.?! On August
19, Honduras received 105'300 more Pfizer vaccine doses.” And two days later, the missing 20’000
additional Sputnik V doses also arrived.”

On August 25, the BCIE disbursed another $5.8 million to the JOH regime to buy vaccines. Since
June, the regime had received $12.8 million. Given that most vaccine doses which had arrived in
Honduras by that moment were donated, one wonders on what the money is being spent.* Just a
day later, Honduras received 100’000 doses from Spain.” JOH, meanwhile, JOH announced that he
extended the purchasing agreement with Pfizer-Biontech from 4.4 million to 7.1 million doses.?® On
August 27, 92'150 of those doses arrived.”

By the end of the month, according to the Ministry of Health, almost 4 million Hondurans had
received one shot and 1 million had been fully vaccinated.?®

Corruption

The CNA published a new report on acts of corruption by Invest-H as part of the response to the
pandemic. They also investigate the role of the auditing body of Invest-H and find that 1.6 million
Lempiras in salaries were paid for very questionable work.*

Economy

The commercial deficit of Honduras grew by 76.1% in the first semester of 2021 compared to
2020.* Honduras spent $667.6 million on debt service in the first semester of this year.*" The total
external debt rose to over $11 billion, 1.7% more than in 2020.*

17
18 https://proceso.hn/llegan-al-pais-67-mil-300-vacunas-de-astrazeneca-del-ihss/

19

20 https://confidencialhn.com/el-231-de-los-hondurenos-ya-fue-vacunado-con-alguna-dosis-contra-la-covid-19/

https://confidencialhn.com/llegan-105-mil-300-vacunas-pfizer-compradas-con-impuestos-del-pueblo-hondureno/

21 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1485503-466/llega-primer-lote-vacuna-sputnik-covid-salud-segundo-componente

22 https://confidencialhn.com/honduras-recibe-un-nuevo-lote-de-105-mil-dosis-de-la-vacuna-pfizer/

23 https://confidencialhn.com/honduras-recibe-20-mil-dosis-restantes-de-sputnik-v/

24

25 https://confidencialhn.com/espana-dona-100-mil-vacunas-anticovid-de-astrazeneca-a-honduras/

26 https://twitter.com/JuanOrlandoH/status/1431113348180025349

27
28

29  hups:/twitter.com/cnahonduras/status/1431293246890729475

30

31 https://www.elheraldo.hn/economia/1486769-466/servicio-deuda-publica-honduras

32

https://proceso.hn/el-deficit-comercial-de-honduras-crece-un-76-1-en-primer-semestre-de-2021/

https://proceso.hn/la-deuda-externa-de-honduras-sube-a-11015-1-millones-de-dolares-en-6-meses/
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https://confidencialhn.com/salud-asegura-que-cuatro-millones-de-hondurenos-recibieron-primera-dosis-de-vacuna-contra-el-covid/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-recibe-92150-vacunas-anticovid-de-pfizer-y-suma-197730-en-dos-dias/
https://twitter.com/JuanOrlandoH/status/1431113348180025349
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Poverty

According to the FAO, some 3.9 million Hondurans are in a situation of food insecurity.®
Additionally, the number of children begging in the streets increased from 6000 to 20'000 during
the pandemic.* The pandemic together with the two hurricanes generated 700'000 new poor in
Honduras.*

Remittances sent to Honduras have grown by 38% so far this year compared to the same period in
2020. They make up 21.5% of GDP.**

Education

In January, CONATEL promised free internet for some 75'000 financially poor families in order that
their kids could access their virtual classes. It is August, and the promise has still not been
complied.” Some months ago, the JOH regime made some big show about handing out tablets to
pupils to support distance learning. Already then, it was mostly show as they handed out only 4000
tablets while there are 2.2 million children and teenagers in school (and initially, 200'000 tablets
were promised). Even worse, pictures made the round of the tablets with bloated batteries on the
point of exploding.*

On August 9, the Education Secretariat confirmed that non-government educational organizations
can reopen again on August 16 if they comply with the standards set by SINAGER.* But then when
the date came, no schools opened.* *' Probably, this was for the better given a reported increase of
hospitalization of children with COVID-19 in Honduras.* There is also the ongoing problem of the
sorry state of school infrastructure.” By the end of August, there were again promises about school
reopening, but without any concrete follow-ups.*

Human Rights and Their Defenders

The Mesoamerican Initiative of Women Human Rights Defenders published a report on the
situation of WHRDs in the region.*”

33
34 https://tiempo.hn/incremento-de-mendicidad-en-honduras/
36
37
38
39
40

41 https://radioprogresohn.net/aplicacion-movil/no-hubo-regreso-de-clases-presenciales/

42 https://confidencialhn.com/aumentan-hospitalizaciones-en-emergencias-de-ninos-por-covid-19/

43 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1485969-466/abandono-centros-educativos-honduras

44

45 hitpy//im-defensoras.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/IMD-Tierras Territorios-V02-4.pdf

https://confidencialhn.com/todo-listo-para-reiniciar-clases-en-el-sector-publico-asegura-arnaldo-bueso/
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Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

The MP requested to extend the pre-trial detention of the criminalized Guapinol defenders by
another six months.* Over 70 national and international organizations wrote an open letter to the
president of the Honduran Supreme Court Rolando Argueta demanding the freedom of the Guapinol
defenders after two years of arbitrary detention.*” Ignoring the calls from national and international
human rights organizations as well as UN bodies, the Supreme Court decided to extend the pre-trial
detention of the criminalized Guapinol defenders for another six months. They have already been
imprisoned for 2 years.” The decision was widely rejected.* OACNUDH "laments" the decision
and "observes with concern" that the decision was made without listening to the defense.”® UN
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, Mary Lawlor, called the detention arbitrary and
the extension disappointing also linking it to Honduras’ run for a seat at the UN Human Rights
Council.* The trial of the defenders is scheduled for December 1.>

"The beginning of the night was a nightmare for the families of the peasant group Unidos Al
Campo, who have spent moments of terror when armed men arrived to kick in the doors of their
houses and fire shots, at about 6:15 pm this August 18, 2021. After nine o'clock at night they had
apparently left, but the violence may escalate in the darkness of the night, for which they hold
landowner Maximiliano Elvir responsible."* But there were also some good news regarding
campesino struggles. "The Committee of Relatives of the Detained and Disappeared in Honduras
(COFADEH), obtained the suspension of the sentence of peasants of the Empresa Asociativa
Campesina 8 de Febrero, located in San Pedro de Tutule in the department of La Paz, who were

sentenced to two years in prison for the crime of usurpation."**

The human rights movement MASSVIDA and its coordinator German Chirinos are suffering a
harassment campaign since they have come out against ZEDEs.>

Indigenous Peoples

This month was the International Day of Indigenous Peoples. MADJ demands a stop to extractive
projects and ZEDEs.*® According to Asonog, at least 23 indigenous leaders have been murdered in
Honduras this last decade.”” OACNUDH "encourages the State of Honduras to respect and

46 https://criterio.hn/ministerio-publico-pide-ampliar-prision-preventiva-a-defensores-del-rio-guapinol/

47 https://cejil.org/comunicado-de-prensa/guapinol-75-orgs-piden-libertad-tras-2-anos-de-detencion-arbitraria-en-honduras/

48

https://pasosdeanimalgrande.com/es-co/denuncias/item/3249-arbitraria-decision-poder-judicial-amplia-a-seis-meses-mas-la-prision-preventiva-para-defensores-de-guapinol

50 https://twitter.com/OACNUDHHN/status/1431013651088084993
51 https://twitter.com/MaryLawlorhrds/status/1431269443078967305

52 https://twitter.com/guapinolre/status/1431300199507533827
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http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/portada-alertas/1383-emprende-campana-contra-mass-vida-luego-de-posicionarse-contra-las-zedes
https://www.defensoresenlinea.com/cofadeh-logra-libertad-absoluta-de-campesinos-de-empresa-asociativa-8-de-febrero/
https://pasosdeanimalgrande.com/es-co/denuncias/item/3245-terrateniente-envio-hombres-armados-para-atacar-a-campesinos-en-guaimaca
https://twitter.com/guapinolre/status/1431300199507533827
https://twitter.com/MaryLawlorhrds/status/1431269443078967305
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effectively comply with its obligations towards indigenous peoples in consultation and cooperation
with the peoples concerned".*®

On August 5, Honduran security forces raided the house of several indigenous Lenca leaders in
Reitoca arresting 5 of them. They Reitoca community has been fighting for years an internationally
financed hydroelectric dam being built by company named Progelsa.”® Journalist Sandra Marybel
Sanchez denounced the use of tear gas during the repression of the community, even just before a
children's clinic.®* Pasos de Animal Grande reported later that a judge accepted an unfounded
request from the MP to keep the defenders in custody.®® OACNUDH expressed grave concerns.®® As
did the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defender Mary Lawlor.* The five defenders were
then released at 2am.* The judge condition the release among other things with them not allowed to
return to their community.® Pasos de Animal Grande later reported that the MP tried to use a
suspicious protected witness to uphold the criminalization of the defenders. ® This strategy failed
and the judge provisionally dismissed the charges during the initial hearing, observed by
OACNUDHY, allowing the defenders to return to their community.*®

In mid-August, “[r]esidents of the indigenous community of Wampusirpi, a municipality in the
department of Gracias a Dios in eastern Honduras, bordering Nicaragua, denounced that (...) they
were victims of a violent eviction by State repressors, in which several houses were burned, leaving
the people living in this area unprotected. Last weekend a video circulated on social networks
showing the military evicting families from a community in the municipality of Wampusirpi."®
ConfidencialHN linked this to the elaboration of a ZEDE.” As a first reaction, the Armed Forces

t71

denied it.”" Later, they said an eviction had taken place but on order of the MP and they had not

burnt houses.”

The Inter-American Court on Human Rights (IACtHR) will try another case involving Honduras.

"The present case is related to the alleged violation of multiple rights to the detriment of a group of

persons belonging to the Miskito indigenous people living in the department of Gracias a Dios."”

58 https://twitter.com/OACNUDHHN/status/1424792642953568262

59  htpy/im-defensoras.org/2021/08/alerta-urgente-honduras-policia-nacional-allana-ilegalmente-viviendas-de-defensora-y-defensores-del-consejo-indigena-lenca-y-reprime-a-la-poblacion-de-
reitoca/
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An investigation by Expediente Publico found that the JOH regime donated 150 hectares of land
belonging to Garifuna communities to the company Castilla Refineria S.A. de C.V..”*

FPIC

FOSDEH published a report on the debate in Honduras about free, prior and informed consent.”

The Case of Berta Caceres

After the guilty verdict last month, the individualized sentencing hearing of David Castillo started
on August 2.”° COPINH demanded the maximum penalty of 25 years.”

Linked to the Berta Caceres case is the Gualcarque Fraud case.”” CESPAD published an analysis on
it and its recent legal controversies. "This report is divided into three parts. The first part presents a
contextual assessment of the case in order to determine, from a perspective sensitive to human
rights and socio-political impacts, its main implications. Once the context has been positioned, the
key elements of the procedural development are addressed, with the aim of providing an overview
that will allow us to extract, in the third and final part, the relevant legal issues, with emphasis on
the applicable international standards. This report concludes with a series of essential conclusions
and assessments based on the analysis."” Additionally, over 60 national and international human
rights organizations asked the Supreme Court of Honduras to recognize COPINH as a victim.*

On August 17, the initial hearing in this case started, just to be suspended immediately and
rescheduled for August 23.*" Before this, COPINH had denounced the lack of a live transmission as
well as the ongoing lack of recognizing them as victims in the case.?” On August 23, the hearing
resumed.® * But just two days later, the trial was suspended again, this time due to a very welcome
reason. The Constitutional Court had finally recognized COPINH as a victim in the Gualcarque
Fraud case.® The decision was widely welcomed.®

LGBTQ

"The Center for Development and Cooperation LGTBI, SOMOS CDC, denounced this August 6,
2021, that the Patronato de la Colonia Payaqui of Tegucigalpa and the private security of that sector,
keep them under constant surveillance and harassment for being an organization of sexual diversity,
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also they said that although they requested that the Protection Mechanism, an agency of which they
are a collective beneficiary due to threats against them, send them an officer to verify the facts, they

did not get a response".*’

"Donny Reyes, defender of the LGTBI community, member of the National Protection Council,
Director of CIPRODEH and member of the Arcoiris Association, suffered a series of incidents
which could have a direct relation with the defense of his rights and which are linked to the
presentation of an Appeal for Protection against the State of Honduras for denying him his right to
marriage. In light of these events, she requested the National Protection Mechanism to provide him

with the necessary measures to protect him."?

Freedom of Expression and Journalists

Journalist Herny Fiallos was hurt and harassed by five police agents on August 1. The same
journalist had received death threats linked to his investigation into the murder of nursing student
Keyla Martinez in a police station previously this year.? The violence that broke out at the sortition
process for the elections (see below) also affected journalists. C-Libre documented two cases.”

Violence against Women

"The Women's Human Rights Observatory of the Women's Rights Center (CDM), through a report
reveals the high rates of violence against women in the context of confinement due to the COVID-
19 sanitary emergency, reflecting that Honduras is currently the country with the second highest rate
of violence against women in the Central American region."” By the beginning of August, the
number of femicides has risen to 172.%

Political Prisoners

Two years after the fire in front of the US embassy during an anti-government protest, the JOH
regime is bringing to court a second accused. In the first instance, they had criminalized and
imprisoned a young teacher for almost two years. Now they went after 25-year old student and
Libre activist Henry Bonilla.” The initial hearing took place on August 6.** He was sent to pre-trial
detention.”
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On August 9, the trial against the political prisoner Jhony Salgado Fuentes was supposed to start,
but the trial was suspended the same day.”® He had been imprisoned for four months at the end of
2017 and beginning of 2018 as part of the post-electoral repression. He was released on April 25,
2018 awaiting trial ever since.”’” Amnesty International called on the MP to drop the charges® and a
group of international and national organizations filed an amicus curiae, before the Supreme Court
of Justice of Honduras demanding strict adherence to international standards and justice for him.”

Extractive Industries

ZEDEs

CESPAD takes a closer look at the different sector opposing the ZEDEs. "In the struggle against the
ZEDEs, three resistance blocs have been identified, although they carry out actions in different
ways, they do so with two common objectives: to repeal the ZEDE Law and to defend national
sovereignty. The first block is made up of public institutions with a certain degree of autonomy
from the Herndndez Administration: the National Autonomous University of Honduras (UNAH)
and the National Anti-Corruption Council (CNA), and sectors of private enterprise, promoting
citizen initiatives, appeals of unconstitutionality, academic analysis and public positions. A second
block is made up of trade unions and urban organizations, developing protest actions, public
positions and virtual actions through social networks. A third block, made up of regional, territorial
and local actors, promoting strategic road blockades, peaceful mobilizations, community forums,

local-regional organization actions and sit-ins."'”

One important tool against the ZEDEs are town hall meetings. Already several ones took place over
the last week (see also July monitor). On August 2, El Libertador reported on how the Nationalist
mayor of San Pedro Sula tried to block a town hall meeting on the ZEDEs.'** Another mayor went
even further. The mayor of Roatan announced that they were analyzing to turn the island into a
ZEDE.'"” Libre congresswoman presented a motion in Congress against him.'” Meanwhile in other
parts of the country, more town halls took place. On August 4, Criterio reported on one in
Catacamas, Olancho and another one in Santa Rosa de Aguan, Col6n.'™ Later, another one was held
in Chinacla in La Paz.'® On August 12, the people of Esparta, Atlantida, declared their community

free of ZEDEs.'” The same happened in Jutiapa, Atlantida'”’ and Amapala.'”® And in Choloma,
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people took to the streets protesting against the ZEDEs and demanding a town hall meeting of their
own.'” In La Ceiba, the people were also still demanding a town hall meeting on the subject.™®
Similarly in Tegucigalpa, where community leaders of 17 communities around the La Tigra
National Park demanded that the capital will be declared a municipality free of ZEDEs.'"!

But even with all this opposition, there are also new ZEDEs appearing out of nowhere. OFRANEH
denounced the plan for another ZEDE, Guanaja Hills."? After the German ambassador, the Préspera
ZEDE was now also visited by the UK ambassador.'" But at the same time, critical reporting on the
ZEDEs continues to come even from corporate media outlets. Proceso Digital reported on the
"growing rejection against the ZEDEs from North to South"."'* The business lobby COHEP also
spoke out against the ZEDEs stating that the promised jobs, if ever, would only materialize in
decades and what is needed is "legal security, social tranquility, and no political danger to

society".'"

On August 18, Radio Progreso reported on the situation in Roatan where authorities still deny their
citizens a open town hall meeting on the Préspera ZEDE."®* Meanwhile in Comayagua, the people
had the chance to declare their city free of ZEDEs."” Over the remaining days of the month, Danli,
Islas de Bahia and Intibuca followed."® ' 1%

CESPAD published an analysis on how the imposition of the ZEDEs works in Honduras.'* One
actor trying to impose a ZEDE on Roatan, is its mayor Jerry Dave Hynds Julio. He was arrested this
month accused of drug trafficking.”” On August 29, he was sent to pre-trial detention.'” The
Préspera company behind the ZEDE on Roatan went on the defensive publishing a press release
rejecting the links made with the arrested mayor and them.'**

The month ended with a protest march against the Zedes.'* *® The protesters received some support
from further north. The former vice-president of the US Chamber of Commerce spoke out against
the ZEDEs.'”
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Corruption and Its Enemies

On August 4, the Biden administration announced new measures against corrupt Central American
officials. "Today we’re taking a new action to support democracy and fight corruption by launching
an additional visa restriction policy for corrupt and undemocratic actors in Guatemala, Honduras,

and El Salvador. This is another important step toward addressing the root causes of migration."'**

129

Criterio denounces that members of Congress spent almost 80 million Lempiras on banquets, car
rentals and per diems in one year of the pandemic without in-person sessions.'*® In another case,
[t]IThe Corruption Sentencing Court found guilty three former employees of the Metropolitan
Health Region of the Central District, who left patients with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)

without reagents."""

Congress in Honduras is well known for such controversial bills and this has now been recognized
regionally as well. "Characterized by significant restrictions on access to public information, the
imposition of the agenda and the tendency not to listen to citizens' demands, the National Congress

of Honduras ranks second to last in the ranking of legislative transparency in Latin America".'**

The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

Biden's Special Envoy to the Northern Triangle countries, the Honduran Ricardo Zufiiga, was
nominated as the new Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the State

t."® On August 3, he commented on the situation in Honduras. "In the case of Honduras

Departmen
we are concerned that bills have been accepted and signed, which in our opinion, strengthened
impunity, lowered the costs of public corruption and for us that not only goes against the interests of
the United States, but affects the confidence of the population".”** In Honduras, Lueis Javier Santos,
head of UFERCO denounced that due to lack of personnel, several lines of investigation are

paralyzed in the country.'®

CESPAD published an analysis of the conditions met in Honduras to allow for the ongoing
impunity in corruption cases.'*
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Asfura

CESPAD published an analysis on how the structure stealing public funds in Tegucigalpa worked
and the role of mayor and Nationalist presidential candidate Nasry Asfura.'”

Rosa Elena Bonilla de Lobo

The former first lady presented a medical examination claiming that she is not fit for her re-tria
CESPAD published an overview of the case.'

1 138

Pandora

On August 4, the head of UFERCO did not rule out new investigations as part of the Pandora
corruption case." CESPAD published an update on the case focusing on the role of the "star

witness", !4

IHSS

The MP demands a new trial against former IHSS board members for the corruption case involving
their institution.'* This was later granted.'*® An additional trial will be opened against José Ramon
Berttety.'*

On August 26, the MP made another arrest in the IHSS corruption case, nine people (out of 12
targeted) were arrested accused of stealing at least 158 million Lempiras.'* But all of them were
released again allowed to await trial outside prison'®...unlike criminalized human rights defenders.

State Security Forces

At the beginning of the month, CONADEH expressed concerns about the behavior of the police
mentioning two cases; one in Nacaome, Valle, where police agents hit a hand-cuffed man; and one
in Tegucigalpa, where in an operation by the Military Police and the FNMP a young man was
killed.""
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ATIC and the MP announced an investigating into a rape of a minor inside a police station in San
Pedro Sula.'® ATIC captured a member of the Armed Forces accused of raping a indigenous Lenca
girl.'®

Two members of the police force were sent to pre-trial detention accused of kidnapping.' Two
additional cases involving police agents accused of different crimes will go to the courts.™ A
member of the Military Police was found guilty for letting an inmate flee.'>

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

On August 26, there was a hearing against a member of the Military Police accused of murdering
David Octavio Quiroz in December 2017 during the post-electoral repression.'*?

Assassinations

Six months passed since the murder of nursing student Keyla Martinez in a police station. Her
family and human rights organization denounce the ongoing impunity (only one low-level police
agent is in pre-trial detention) in the case including the harassment of Keyla's family.™ *> Even
corporate media outlets cannot ignore the case and its aftermath. El Heraldo published three articles
on it. They reminded the public that six months have passed since her murder without a response. **°
They also picked up the denouncement by Keyla's family that the only low-level, member of police
in custody for the crime benefits from special treatment in prison."” Lastly, they published a list of

15 unresolved questions around the case.'*®

On August 4, El Heraldo reported: "Six members of the National Police who participated in the
operation at a checkpoint where Erick Vallecillo, a university student, was shot in the head, were

taken into custody by security authorities."*

A former police agent was sentenced to 15 years in prison for murdering his work partner. He had a
relationship with his wife.'*
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Penitentiary System

After two reported riots last month, another one took place on August 7. "At least five inmates were
injured in a confrontation in the Siria prison, El Porvenir, Francisco Morazan, confirmed the

president of the Association of Relatives of Inmates, Delma Ordofiez."'®

A member of the Military Police was found guilty for introducing illegal objects into the Tamara
prison.'®?

An analysis by El Heraldo showed that half the deaths inside prisons were by fire arms.'*

International Community

The UN and Honduras signed the cooperation agreement for the years 2022-2026.'* The UN also
launched the Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 which requires $222 million to assist 1.8 million.'®

Congress approved a $16 million financially agreement with the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)' as well as a $45 million project with the World Bank on the urban water
supply.'’®” ConfidencialHN denounced that these two of the multi-million projects serve as electoral
tools for the National Party.'®®

"The Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE) and Honduras signed a financing
agreement for the execution of the US$70 million program Relief Bond for Vulnerable Families
Affected by Natural Phenomena Due to Climate Change."'® And more loans were to follow. The
BCIE announced two more loans worth $470 million.'”® Additionally, the JOH regime requested the
support from the UK in getting access to the Green Climate Fund."" On August 28, ContraCorriente
reported: "The National Congress approved, in a matter of minutes and without showing the votes, a
series of contracts and loans that have been cataloged as harmful to the interests of the citizens.
Opposition deputies who were not connected to the virtual session denounced that there was no

quorum and that there was usurpation of functions."'”?
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Drug Trafficking

The defense of sentenced drug trafficker and JOH ally Geovanny Fuentes Ramirez request the
minimum sentence for him, 40 years in prison."” The New York Prosecutor demanded the
maximum penalty.” In reporting on the upcoming sentencing of convicted drug trafficker
Geovanny Fuentes, El Heraldo wrote: "For the US justice system, Fuentes Ramirez was a violent
drug trafficker who produced and distributed thousands of kilograms of cocaine for importation into
the United States, and who also had influence in the upper echelons of power. In the same
document, once again, the name of President Juan Orlando Hernandez came up. "The corruption of
the accused reached the highest level of the Honduran government. He entered into a drug
trafficking partnership with President Juan Orlando Hernandez to flood the United States with
cocaine," the document states. According to prosecutors, the relationship with the president "made
the defendant untouchable; his drugs had safe passage, courtesy of the Honduran Army; he was
protected from investigation; and, perhaps most importantly for the defendant, from extradition to
the United States." Investigations revealed that in 2019, "while the case against President
Hernandez's brother was proceeding before this Court, the defendant traveled to the Honduran
presidential residence to pay more cocaine bribes to Hernandez.""'”” By the end of August, his
sentencing was postponed to October 19.'7¢

The sentencing of former Fredy Rendn Néjera Montoya, who pleaded guilty, changed his mind and
then changed it again, was once again postponed; it should take place on October 15."”

According to the JOH regime, they have seized 17.7 tons of cocaine in the first seven months of this
year. This is more than 5 times what has been seized in all 2020. The number of destroyed coca
plantation in Honduras also increased but only slightly.'”®

The US sent two new extradition requests to Honduras."”® On August 18, Honduran authorities
captured Fredy Donaldo Marmol Vallejo."® Two days later, they conducted raids and seizures linked
to his arrest.”®" On August 23, the MP arrested another accused drug trafficker wanted by the US.'
At that point, four Hondurans were awaiting their extradition to the US."

On the topic of extraditions, the Pro Honduras Network cited US prosecutor Matthew Laroche: "It
is also important to say that many of the defendant's co-conspirators [in the case of JOH's brother]
have been publicly pointed out and remain in Honduras and nothing happens to them. Extradition
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requests have been sent and have not been honored as to several individuals we have identified in

our judgment of submission." ***

Varia

Forceful Disappearance

On August 30, Honduras commemorated the Day of the Forcefully Disappeared.'® OACNUDH
sent out a press release "urging the State of Honduras to guarantee the right to truth, justice,
reparation and non-repetition for past and present victims of enforced disappearance".'®® James T.
Phillips wrote an important article on "When Remembering is a Political Act of Resistance" and the
important work of COFADEH. "’

JOH

According to a consultative opinion of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR), the
presidential reelection is not a human right. This argument was used by JOH around his illegal and
then fraudulent 2017 reelection.'® "Public debt has increased by more than US$ 8,762 million since
President Juan Orlando Hernandez took office, causing poverty to rise to 34.4 percent, according to
data gathered by El Pulso."'®

With the elections coming closer, JOH presented his party as the only defenders of the Armed
Forces even claiming the other parties were after them.'” ! He especially praised them for the
alleged and widely disputed decrease in violence. On August 26, El Pulso reported that the
homicide rate had increased by 12% compared to 2020 and there was also an increase in the number
of multiple killings."**

He also tried to jump on the cryptocurrency craze and met with Brock Pierce.'” Observers fear that

this will open just another door for corruption and the influx of money from drug trafficking.'**

Elections

August began without the necessary budget for the National Electoral Council (CNE). As a
consequence, its president Ana Paola Hall announced “several important and immediate actions will
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be instructed today at an operative level to guarantee the electoral process".'”> Maybe in reaction to
this, Libre congressman Jorge Calix announced that Congress would approve the additional budget
the next day as well as the loan for the RNP."° And so it was.'”” They also approved a mechanism to
allow the CNE to directly purchase the necessary tools for the election.'® As part of their decisions,
Congress extended the validity of the old identity card to October 15, this means that people
without a new identity card won't be able to vote in the November elections.'® Later on, the RNP
promised to have the new identity cards ready for the elections.?® On August 12, the RNP presented
the results of the Identify Yourself** project.*

PINU denounced that the agreement between the three main parties that led to the above decisions
included the following. "They are eliminating the transmission of the results of the tally sheets from
the Voting Centers. The National Party has pressured so that the results are not transmitted from the
Voting Boards or what used to be known as the MERs (Mesas Electorales Receptoras)."** Maybe it
won't come so far. "CNE Counselor, Rixi Moncada, wrote in her Twitter account: "45 days to
enforce the law! The project to transmit the digitized minutes from each Voting Center is the new
challenge. My commitment in the CNE is for clean elections. 100%. Thanks to all the benches."***

On August 5, the CNE approved “the guidelines with which the transmission, scrutiny and
disclosure of results of the general elections of November 28, 2021 will be developed. The electoral
body established the transcription from each voting center and that fingerprint reader will be in all
the Voting Boards".*” But just a few days later, the Libre and Liberal representatives at the CNE
denounced that “the electoral process continues to be hindered in order to prevent the Transmission
of Electoral Results on election day on November 28,2

On August 10, "[t]he director of the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD), Luis
Leon, said that the Clean Politics Unit does not have the investigative capacity to identify organized
crime financing of elected candidates and is therefore nothing more than a "toothless unit"."*”
There are also ongoing problems with the lack of transparency regarding the financing of political
campaigns.”® The situation turned even worse on August 18. Opposition politicians denounce that
the Nationalist-controlled Congress made some changes to the decree containing the additional

budget for the National Electoral Council (CNE) giving JOH control the purchase of the CNE.>”
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Apparently, the changes were made without even being discussed in Congress.*' The CNE reacted
with a press release writing that "[w]e won't allow the elections to be directed from the Executive
Branch".*"' Criterio wrote that the JOH regime would violate the constitutional order were it to
control the electoral budget.’’* The CNE presented a request to Congress to reform a controversial
bill undermining its autonomy.*"

On August 21, the CNE was scheduled to hold the sortition process to decide on the position of the
ballots of the different parties. According to the law, the three main parties will have their position
chosen first. This was misunderstood by other parties as the three main parties getting the first three
spots. This misunderstanding led to a fight inside and outside the CNE.*** El Heraldo called the
whole thing a "a resounding failure in which there were verbal and physical aggressions, injuries,
confrontation among supporters and towards representatives of the media". The process was
rescheduled for the next day, where it concluded without further problems.?" 2! 2 As a follow-up
to the initial chaos and violence, UN Resident Coordinator Alice H. Shackelford called on all
political actors to be peaceful.”’® The incidence was widely read as a worrisome sign of more
widespread political violence in Honduras.*" Political analyst Julio Navarro accused the National
Party of generating chaos and terror as a political strategy.”*

On August 27, the CNE announced that two Honduran and an Argentinian company would be
responsible to transmit the preliminary results of the general election.”?' Three days later, the UN
System in Honduras called for peace and the respect of human rights during the electoral campaign
which officially started the same day.*** At the same time, the "president of the National Electoral
Council (CNE), Ana Paola Hall, denounced this Monday that there is an external effort to control
the electoral body, in charge of organizing and coordinating the general elections of November 28th

of this year in Honduras".**

CESPAD reported on how the right to vote is further and further undermined for Hondurans living
abroad.”* El Heraldo later reported that more 50'000 Hondurans living in the US won't be able to
vote in the general elections due to a lack of an updated census.”® CESPAD also published an

analysis on public spending by the JOH regime as an electoral tool.>®* US Special Envoy Ricardo
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Zuniga commented on the electoral process: "In the case of Honduras, there is concern about the
entry of money from organized crime into the political process through campaign donations".*’
CESPAD took a closer look at the role of the ZEDEs in the coming elections®®, so did
ContraCorriente.” CESPAD also looked at the importance of the youth vote.” They also published

its newest edition of the electoral monitor covering August 1 to 24.*!

Insecurity

CESPAD published an analysis on the situation of insecurity in Honduras highlighting several key
points. "1. The Homicide epidemic persists, persists and threatens to rebound 2. The reduction in
homicides has not changed the perception of insecurity as the country's most important problem 3.
Structural causes of insecurity are not addressed 4. The rule of law has been weakened by the
impunity with which criminality operates"** The homicide rate has increased this year by 13%
according to official statistics.*

Migration

By the beginning of the month, 32'279 Hondurans had been deported, among them over 2600
minors.”* "The total number of people deported from Mexico and the United States to the Northern
Triangle of Central America fell by 2.6% at the end of the first half of 2021, compared to the same
period in 2020, according to figures from the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
consulted Monday by Efe."** By the end of the month, the number of deported minors rose to
4660.%*° That is more than in all 2020.*’

"The regional director for Central America, North America and the Caribbean of the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), Michele Klein-Solomon, reaffirmed Friday the commitment to
respect the rights of migrants, during her tour of the Central American Northern Triangle. "From
(the) IOM we reaffirm our commitment to continue working and watching over the rights of
migrants, and to continue advancing towards a more effective migration management," said Klein-
Solomon in Honduras."**® "The trauma experienced by Central American minors before, during, and
after their unaccompanied journeys to the United States puts them at high risk of post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) and other mental health problems, creating further obstacles to their success
in school and broader integration into U.S. society. New research into results from the CLALS Pilot
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Project Household Contexts and School Integration of Resettled Migrant Youth, which included
interviews and qualitative surveys (including a validated PHQ-9 Modified for Teens and the Child
PTSD Symptom Scale, CPSS), revealed that about one-third of unaccompanied minors from El
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala show symptoms of moderate to severe PTSD — significantly

higher than the general population."**

On August 17, US News reported: "Under pressure from the U.S. government to contain illegal
immigration, Mexico has been quietly flying thousands of undocumented migrants to the south of
the country to expedite their departure, according to officials and migrants."**° The next day, more
bad new followed. "Faced with the highest number of migrants crossing the U.S.” southwestern
border in 21 years, senior officials in the Biden administration are embracing some of former
President Donald Trump’s most hard-line policies and considering whether to adopt others,
including one that required asylum seekers to wait in Mexico while their cases were decided."**' A
week later, the “Supreme Court (...) said the Biden administration must comply with a lower court’s
ruling to reinstate President Donald Trump’s policy that required many asylum seekers to wait
outside the United States for their cases to be decided".***

Congress

The Liberal members of Congress withdrew from the session on August 10 demanding that they
stop the virtual sessions and meet in person again.*® The Nationalist president of Congress,
Mauricio Oliva, refused stating health risks. This is of course ridiculous, as the health risks are
completely ignored when it comes to political rallies held as part of the electoral campaign.**
During its session, Congress approved loans worth 173 million Lempiras.** Additionally, they
approved a decree intending to allow pension institutes to invest in energy projects.**® Especially
this last part was denounced by the opposition as a new entry point for corruption.’

The coming days, there was more criticism of Congress' ongoing virtual meetings.** ** Sinager and
Copeco then went on to analyze if a return to Congress is possible for its members.*® On August 19,
the state bodies then claimed that Sinager claims that it was not safe for Congress to return to in-
person sessions ignoring that politicians run from rally to rally exposing themselves to many more

251

people.
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Electricity

On August 10, a proposal made the rounds to split up the National Electric Energy Company
(ENEE) into three entities.” But it is doubtful that this would resolve anything®® and Radio
Progreso denounced it as a privatization scheme.”* Two days later, rumors made the round that the
JOH regime wanted to expropriate the private company EEH which would cost some 800 million
Lempiras.” EEH itself denounced a possible intervention by the Superintendence of Public Private
Partnership (SAPP).*® At the same time, the CNA presented a complaint against the former head of
the ENEE, Jests Mejia, for ordering a payment to EEH for 104.4 million Lempiras.*” **®* On August
13, the EEH announced to suspend serving Hondutel because it owns them 450 million Lempiras.**®
ContraCorriente published a helpful overview of the whole situation.®® On August 17, "[t]he
authorities of the Superintendence of Public-Private Partnerships (SAPP) notified Empresa Energia
Honduras (EEH) (...) of the grounds for the intervention of the contract. The president of the SAPP,
Leo Castellon, informed that as of this day (...) EEH has a period of 10 days to correct the cause for
intervention. This means that the process of intervention of the contract and, therefore, of EEH has
begun”.*®' The director of EEH did not accept this and went on the offensive.”®* ** "Empresa
Energia Honduras (EEH), has informed through an official statement that in its fourth year of
operation, it has managed a recovery of more than 3,717 million Lempiras, which represents 52% of
the delinquent portfolio it received, set at more than 7,122 million Lempiras."*** At the end of the
month, Javier Suazo published a helpful overview also highlighting the role of the IMF.**®

And Light at the End of a Month

After eleven years of legal harassment and criminalization, six campesinos from the Rancho del
Obisp community in El Paraiso had the charges against them dropped.?*® Additionally, "[t]he Court
of Appeals partially resolved an appeal filed by the Committee of Relatives of the Detained and
Disappeared in Honduras (COFADEH), in favor of five students who were detained during a
cultural event to demand justice for Keyla Martinez, a student murdered in police custody in La

Esperanza, Intibuca”.*®’
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