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Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — May 2021

Honduras commemorated the International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia.
But one day before, a trans woman was murdered and another one violently lost her life at the end
of the month. Over 110 women have been murdered so far in Honduras this year. In the case of
Berta Caceres, the trial against David Castillo continued with over 20 days in court. The ZEDEs
also made headlines again, especially because the Nationalists in Congress approved a controversial
tax exemptions. The protest against this went beyond social movements and included voices in
corporate media outlets. The COVID-19 crisis still has a tight grip on Honduras and the lack of
vaccines continues to be a huge problem widely attributed to the JOH regime. Last but not least,
Honduras’ political elite decided on going to the general elections in November with just minor
electoral reforms in place. At the same time, the political opposition failed to form a strong alliance.
Welcome to another month in Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Abbreviations

AS) Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

BID Inter-American Development Bank

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CDM Center for Women's Rights

CIPRODEH Center for Human Rights Research and Promotion

CMH Medical Association Honduras

CNA National Anti-Corruption Council

COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
COIPRODEN Coordination of Private Institutions for Children’s Rights
CONADEH National Human Rights Commission

COPINH Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras
FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Operators
FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras

FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

JACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFERCO Special Prosecuting Unit against Corruption Networks

UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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The COVID-19 Crisis

The Secretary of Health confirmed the presence of the Cholera-causing bacteria in Honduras; it was
detected in Santa Cruz de Yojoa.' A few days later, they tried to reassure the public that so far, there
had been no cholera cases detected.” And by the end of the month, El Heraldo reported: "Water
samples from the tributaries that were again taken to various laboratories show minimal levels of
the bacteria that transmits cholera, so there is no risk of an outbreak of the disease, said Marlon
Pineda, mayor of the municipality of Santa Cruza de Yojoa."*

May started with 213’167 detected COVID-19 cases and 5318 confirmed deaths.* At the same time,
the Funeral Home Association of Honduras had registered more than 11'000 COVID-19 deaths.” By
May 14, their registered death toll rose to over 13’000.° At the end of the month, their number rose
to over 14°000.” Meanwhile, the official count was 6353 deaths and 238'227 cases.?

Health Sector

With the new strains of COVID-19 ravaging Honduras, the situation of children worsened. Out of
100 infected children, three have to be hospitalized.” A good triage system would help alleviating
the situation, but the opposite takes place in Honduras. "The Vice Mayor of the municipality of
Tela, Atlantida and Triage Coordinator, Dr. Gloria Zelaya, is clear in stating that due to lack of
funds from government transfers, the triage of the municipality will be closing operations. "Since
January we are only with municipal funds and you know that taxes have dropped as is normal due
to business closures because of the pandemic, so there has been between 30 and 40% less income",
explained Dr. Zelaya.""” On May 6, the CNA also published an investigation into the triage centers
in Honduras highlighting numerous problems." ' By May 15, 71 triage centers had already closed
again due to lack of funding.” A few days later, the CNA published a second report on the issue.
"The report indicated that triage staffing is insufficient to meet the population demand for suspected
and infected COVID-19 patients. It added that some triage centers are understaffed on the front line
to ensure optimal care. In addition, the CNA found that 80 percent of the triage centers visited do

https://tiempo.hn/brote-de-colera-yojoa-se-toman-medidas/

https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1466948-466/descartan-colera-honduras

OCoOoONOTUTLE WN

10 https://radioprogresohn.net/aplicacion-movil/se-viene-el-cierre-del-triaje-en-tela-atlantida/
11 hups/itwitter.com/cnahonduras/status/1390311878820343808

https://proceso.hn/triajes-carecen-de-personal-medico-y-falta-de-presupuesto-para-su-manejo-revela-cna-en-informe/

13 https://proceso.hn/suman-71-los-triajes-cerrados-para-enfrentar-el-covid-19/

14 hups:/twitter.com/cnahonduras/status/1395017792068390914
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https://criterio.hn/14-mil-decesos-por-la-covid-19-registra-la-asociacion-de-funerarias-en-honduras/
https://tiempo.hn/muertes-por-covid-19-en-honduras-funerarias-sinager/
https://criterio.hn/mas-de-1400-hondurenos-murieron-en-abril-por-covid-segun-asociacion-de-funerarias/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-supera-los-213-mil-contagios-y-suma-37-decesos-para-acumular-cinco-mil-318-muertes/
https://tiempo.hn/brote-de-colera-yojoa-se-toman-medidas/
https://proceso.hn/salud-confirma-presencia-de-la-bacteria-causante-del-colera-en-santa-cruz-de-yojoa/
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not have enough oxygen to cover the total number of patients."'> The CNA even published a third
report on this subject.'®

The first reported death of a health worker this month was on May 12, Iveth Zeped, a 29-year old
doctor. 2 doctors had died by that time this year, in total 86 had died.'” At least 50 nurses have died
as well and their lives were commemorated in Honduras yesterday on the International Nurses
Day.'® On May 14, another doctor, Bernardo Avila Castellano, died to COVID-19.%

Back in March, Honduras had received 48’000 vaccines doses and the JOH regime promised to
vaccinated health workers. ContraCorriente made public that the JOH regime chose to use the
vaccine doses to give one shot to 48'000 health workers instead of fully immunizing 24'000 health
workers giving them two shots.”® This means that they all failed to get the second shot four weeks
later. But there was hope that they would get it with some delay as on May 4, 189'000 more
vaccines doses arrived through the Covax mechanism.” The JOH regime announced that medical
staff, the elderly and renal patients should benefit from the vaccines.? But they also promised to
journalists to get access by end of the month.”

Just a day later, bad news followed in that the Sputnik V vaccines were further delayed.** The
Secretary of Finance announced to have held talks with Pfizer for the purchase of 4.2 million
doses.” Probably the most interesting story regarding vaccines this month was regarding a call by
seven Honduran mayors to the president of El Salvador asking for the donation of vaccines.® %
17'000 of 34'000 promised vaccines doses arrived on May 13.?® The mayors who called on the
president of El Salvador were then threatened by the Honduran foreign minister.” On May 14,
40'000 more Sputnik V doses arrived in Honduras.*® But the next day, the good news became sweet-
sour. "The batch of 40 thousand Russian Sputnik V vaccines that arrived on Friday in Honduras,
will be kept refrigerated until the second component arrives and inoculate the same number of
people, reported Saturday the head of the Expanded Program of Immunization (PAI), Ida Berenice
Molina. (...) In this sense, she explained that the batch of 40 thousand doses of Sputnik V that
arrived yesterday to the country is of component one; this vaccine has two components, one is in the

first application and component two is the one that is applied with an interval of 21 days. "We are

15
16
17

18 https://tiempo.hn/dia-internacional-enfermera-aneeah-lamenta-muerte-companeros/

19 https://proceso.hn/muere-por-covid-19-medico-bernardo-avila-castellanos/

20
21
22

23 https://tiempo.hn/vacunacion-periodistas-covid-honduras-en-mayo/

24 https://tiempo.hn/ministra-alba-flores-vacunas-rusas-en-honduras/

25
26
27

28 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1463583-466/honduras-vacunas-donadas-salvador-bukele-alcaldes

29 https://radioprogresohn.net/aplicacion-movil/alcaldes-amenazas-de-parte-de-canciller-de-la-republica/
30 https://proceso.hn/lote-de-40-mil-vacunas-rusas-llegan-a-honduras/
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waiting for component two to start with the inoculation and ensure that second dose in the time
interval, we need to have both components," she argued."'

The lack of vaccines created an uncomfortable situation for JOH. He then blamed "diplomatic
reasons" for why Honduras has no access to vaccines.* Criterio reacted: "Hernandez's speech is
interpreted as an act of manipulation and an insult to the intelligence of Hondurans because the
vaccine has been acquired by governments of right, center and left in Latin America and without
intermediation of any actor. For the expert in constitutional law and human rights, Joaquin Mejia,
Hernandez's argument only reflects his incapacity and mediocrity in assuming his responsibility in
the face of the pandemic and specifically in the provision of the vaccines, "because if one looks at
the region, all governments, regardless of their ideological position, from what is called the left,
such as Nicaragua, to the right in Guatemala or the center in Costa Rica and El Salvador, everyone
did their homework", as well as Panama and the rest of Latin America."* The discussion then went
beyond the region. "Taiwan condemned China on Wednesday for seeking to use vaccines for
political gain after Taipei's diplomatic ally Honduras said it was considering opening an office in
China in a bid to acquire much needed COVID-19 shots."** On March 13, Congress in Honduras
approved the opening of such an office.> Two days later, the Health Minister Alba Consuelo Flores
promised to sign a purchase agreement with Pfizer for 4.4 million vaccine doses.*

Somehow ignoring all of the above, the Secretary of Health unconvincingly claimed that by
October, 81% of Hondurans would be vaccinated.®” Maybe, they were hopeful due to the announced
loan of $35 million by the BCIE to buy vaccines.*® But on May 17, several media outlets reported
on high-level disputes at the Secretary of Health regarding the (lack of a) vaccine strategy in
Honduras.” * A day later, the JOH regime boasted to have signed a pre-purchase for 4.5 million
doses of the Pfizer vaccine.*’ Medical experts critizice the JOH regime for presenting the pre-
purchase agreement with Pfizer as a success with imminent benefits. "Figueroa said that it is "risky
to say that they have purchased when all they are really doing is the first step, which is to sign a
letter of intent to purchase, and obviously the shipment of the vaccines takes and may take a long
time and they do not deliver the whole quantity. (...) The president of the CMH said that, by selling
false hopes, the government intends to "remove the impression left by their own irresponsibility in
the Honduran people, who we see that they have been more than irresponsible by not signing, by

not making a purchase of vaccines on time"."*

36 https://tiempo.hn/compra-de-vacunas-de-pfizer-honduras/

37 https://tiempo.hn/hondurenos-vacunados-en-octubre-ministra-de-salud/

38 https://tiempo.hn/bcie-prestamos-a-honduras-compra-de-vacunas/

39 http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/2925-honduras-dr-cosenza-muestra-desacuerdo-con-decisiones-en-salud
41 https://tiempo.hn/honduras-contrato-compra-vacunas-de-pfizer/

42 https://criterio.hn/gobierno-sigue-vendiendo-falsas-expectativas-a-hondurenos-suyapa-figueroa/

https://proceso.hn/viceministro-de-salud-denuncia-que-propias-autoridades-le-cuestionan-y-defiende-derecho-a-la-vacuna/
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On May 19, almost 200 organizations, churches, businesses sent a joint letter to the Biden
administration asking for the donation of vaccine doses to Honduras.*” By that time, "[a]ccording to
data from the Ministry of Health (Sesal), Honduras has vaccinated only 1% of its population. Only
5687 frontline health personnel have been vaccinated with the two doses, and 108,538 people,
including health personnel and older adults, have been vaccinated with the first dose."* On May 22,
the first batch of the vaccine doses purchased by the IHSS arrived in Honduras, 86'400 out of
204'000.* The next day, 81’600 doses arrived.* And another day later, the remaining 36’000 doses
arrived.” The same day, Congress approved a $35 million credit to buy vaccines.”® * JOH then
promised vaccine doses for one million Hondurans for June.*

At the end of the month, there was some good news for health care workers. "The president of the
National Association of Nurses and Auxiliary Nurses of Honduras, ANEEAH, Josué Orellana,
reported that after the Ministry of Health failed to comply with several agreements related to

payment of debts, retirement and the hiring of personnel, they have reached new agreements."*'

Corruption

"Honduras, in 2020, spent close to 6 billion lempiras (about 248.8 million dollars) in response to the
pandemic. However, although the promise was that with that budget hospitals would be built and
vaccines would be purchased, more than a year later, not a single hospital has been built and the
only purchase made for hospital infrastructure was seven mobile hospitals that turned out to be a
fraud. In terms of vaccination, Honduras is currently the most backward country in Central

America.">?

The mobile hospitals were never good enough to serve as real hospitals. But some at least served as
very expensive triage centers. Now, Dr. Carlos Umafia denounces that the mobile hospital in San
Pedro Sula is being looted. "I have information that there is some extraction of equipment; we know
that there is a mobile hospital whose beds have been removed and are being moved to another
place. I have been informed by residents of where the mobile hospitals are," he revealed.>® The MP
announced an investigation.>

43 https://confidencialhn.com/sociedad-civil-y-sectores-envian-carta-a-joe-biden-para-obtener-donacion-de-vacunas-anticovid/

44 https://contracorriente.red/2021/05/22/vacunacion-avanza-lento-en-honduras-esta-semana-continuan-los-adultos-mayores/

45 https://proceso.hn/llegan-primeras-vacunas-anticovid-adquiridas-por-el-ihss/

46 https://proceso.hn/llega-segundo-lote-de-vacunas-compradas-por-el-ihss/
47

48 https://proceso.hn/aprueban-prestamo-de-35-millones-para-compra-de-vacunas-contra-el-covid-en-honduras/

https://proceso.hn/llega-al-pais-el-tercer-lote-de-vanunas-astrazeneca-adquiridas-por-el-ihss/

49 https://criterio.hn/mas-endeudamiento-para-comprar-vacunas-contra-la-covid-19/
50 https://tiempo.hn/joh-vacunacion-honduras-dosis-pfizer/
51 https://radioprogresohn.net/aplicacion-movil/enfermeras-logran-nuevos-acuerdos-con-el-gobierno/
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"The Association for a More Just Society (ASJ) denounced that they identified that during the
vaccination days against SARS-CoV-2 at least six officials of public and private entities, together

with their families, were vaccinated without being a priority and even falsified documents."

Reporteros de Investigacion published a six-part investigation into corruption and the response to
COVID-19.°® Part 1”7, Part 2 featured JOH prominently. “"At least four indications suggest that
Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez was personally interested in the purchase of the seven
mobile hospitals that were supposed to serve COVID-19 patients. However, his interest had little to
do with the national pandemic emergency. The evidence suggests that JOH was interested in the
possibility of using the money from the overvaluation of the hospitals to buy favors and indefinitely
postpone the conviction of his brother Juan Antonio Hernandez, alias Tony, accused of drug
trafficking in the United States."*® Part 3*° and Part 4%. Part 5 focused on the US. "In the same
appearance Heide Fulton [former chargé d'affaires to Honduras], Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Programs in the Bureau of International Narcotics and
Law Enforcement Affairs, to a question about the expulsion of Maccih from the country, responded
that "the United States, its allies and independent civil society remain committed to combating
corruption and impunity, in addition to the continued promotion of transparency, accountability and
Honduran law"."®! On May 30, Part 5* followed and the next day, Part 6.5

Economy

Members of 19 public unions protested outside the Ministry of Finance demanding the payment of
outstanding paychecks.*

Poverty®

Honduras, together with Mexico and Ecuador has seen the highest rise in extreme poverty in 2020.%

"This week, in collaboration with agencies of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQO), the annual report of the Global Network Against Food Crisis (GNAFC) was

ne7

published, revealing that 2.9 million Hondurans are suffering from famine.
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Page 8 out of 30


https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/30/la-basura-movil-y-una-empresa-turca-sin-interacciones-en-la-web/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/30/la-basura-movil-y-una-empresa-turca-sin-interacciones-en-la-web/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/29/ante-el-saqueo-planean-nueva-mision-anticorrupcion-que-viene-a-honduras-impulsada-por-ee-uu/
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/2897-tres-millones-de-hondurenos-mueren-de-hambre-segun-onu
https://criterio.hn/mexico-honduras-y-ecuador-paises-donde-aumento-la-pobreza-extrema/
https://tiempo.hn/asj-680-mil-alumnos-clases-virtuales/
https://confidencialhn.com/sindicalistas-realizan-protestas-por-el-incumplimiento-a-los-derechos-laborales/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/28/la-gran-mentira-del-negocio-de-las-vacunas-al-25-de-mayo-solo-hay-para-el-2/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/27/diez-mega-saqueos-y-cinco-mil-muertes-por-covid-19/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/26/el-dinero-de-hospitales-moviles-quizas-haya-ido-a-parar-al-juicio-del-hermano-del-presidente/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/25/juan-orlando-hernandez-ligado-a-saqueo-de-mas-de-mil-millones-que-eran-para-covid-19/
https://www.reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2021/05/25/covidgate-como-llegamos-a-esta-propuesta/
https://elpulso.hn/2021/05/14/asj-denuncia-que-funcionarios-estatales-y-privados-se-vacunaron-sin-ser-prioridad/

-ty ﬁ%ﬁ%URAs
\—) SUIZA

"The president of the Central Bank of Honduras (BCH), Wilfredo Cerrato, stated that so far this
year, $2.3 billion in remittances have been received, $700 million more than at the same time last

year 168

Education

For weeks, the education authorities pushed for in-person classes again, against the fears of the
teachers. This month, the authorities also recognized that this would not be possible for the time
being.” According to ASJ, 680'000 Honduran school children only have class, virtually, for one
hour a day.

Human Rights and Their Defenders

OACNUDH and the MP signed a "Letter of Understanding with the purpose of establishing a
framework for technical cooperation aimed, among other things, at strengthening the capacity for

criminal investigation of human rights violations in the country".”

Iris Rosalia Cruz is the new Minister of Human Rights.”

Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

CESPAD published an important analysis on what lies behind the criminalization of especially
peasant defenders.”

On May 10, MADJ sent out an alert as the Honduran police besieged the Tolupan community of
San Francisco de Locomapa, even shooting at Tolupan defenders.” ™ "A contingent of the National
Police at gunpoint supported the illegal logging of the forest of the Tolupan indigenous people of
the San Francisco de Locomapa Tribe, in the department of Yoro, this May 10, 2021. The National
Police was responsible and acted with total impunity under the command of Class I, officer Pineda,
who arrived in patrol car number PN-952."”> MADJ denounces the lack of an investigation by state
authorities.” OACNUDH expressed concern.” 32 international NGOs present in Honduras
published a joint statement in support of the Tolupan defenders.”
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"A single judge of the Sentencing Court of the City of Comayagua sentenced two peasants from San
Pedro de Tutele, La Paz, who are members of the Empresa Asociativa Campesina 8 de febrero in

that department, for the crime of usurpation."”

Last month, human rights defenders belonging to ARCAH faced criminalization. This month, they
were threatened. "The circulation of cars without license plates and tinted windows with unknown
men in front of the houses of the seven environmentalists on trial is already unbearable, they believe

there could be an imminent attack against their lives."*

"Marlon Neptali Osorto, mayor of the municipality of Reitoca, illegally entered the house of Renan
Ovidio Zelaya, active member of the Lenca Indigenous Council of Reitoca CILR, to threaten him to
death, which may have a direct connection with the defense of the Petacon River in that community,
as denounced by the organization Madre Tierra in a public statement, this May 14, 2021."

"Human rights organizations, peasant organizations and the team of defense lawyers demanded that
the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice resolve the Appeal for Protection filed
in favor of Victor Vazquez and José Santos Vijil, indigenous leaders who are being accused of
forced displacement and are in jail. The Coalition Against Impunity CCI, the Justice for the Peoples
Law Firm BJP, the Honduran Center for the Promotion of Community Development CEHPRODEH
and the Independent Lenca Indigenous Movement of La Paz-Honduras MILPAH, held the Press
Conference "Access to land and territory: the criminalization of indigenous peoples and peasants”,

this May 26, 2021."% But on May 28, a judge denied them to await trial outside prison.® #

Indigenous Peoples

On May 5, Criterio reported on the threat of eviction against more than 5000 members of the
Tolupan community Agalteca in Yoro.*

Investigations by the MP sent two hopeful signs this month. The MP presented a challenge against a
court ruling to drop the charges against a public employee who "in her capacity as registrar of the
IP, registered the donation of a plot of land of 10,439.33 square meters, thus violating the provisions
of the law in relation to the prohibition of registration of properties in favor of third parties, when
the land belongs to indigenous and Afro-Honduran peoples".*® And in a second case, "[t]he
Prosecutor's Office of Ethnic Groups and Cultural Heritage obtained in oral and public trial the
conviction of the former vice minister of the Secretariat of Natural Resources and Environment
(SERNA), Norman Gilberto Ochoa Henriquez for abuse of authority, after proving that in 2010 the
accused irregularly granted the environmental license for the development of the hydroelectric dam
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La Ensenada, located in La Ceiba, Atlantida, particularly to the detriment of the Garifuna

communities of Sambo Creek and Corinto."®

OACNUDH met with members of OFRANEH and it reiterated "its commitment to continue
accompanying @ofraneh's valuable work for dignity and justice."® OACNUDH also traveled to
Yoro and met with Tolupan communities. "During the visit to the San Francisco Locomapa tribe,
#OACNUDH condemned the acts of violence against people of the Tolupan people and reiterated

its call for authorities to take the necessary measures to prevent violence."®

Forced Disappearance

On May 18, a virtual forum took place on the forced disappearance of the five young men from the
Garifuna community Triunfo de la Cruz which led to the creation of SUNLA, the Garifuna
Committee for the Investigation and Search for the Disappeared of Triunfo de la Cruz.” EU
Parliamentarian Miguel Urban Crespo supports OFRANEH in calling for SUNLA to be part of the
official investigation into the forced disappearance of the young Garifuna men.”!

The Case of Berta Caceres

The trial against David Castillo continued this month® after a weekend break on May 3. Just
reprinting here the great summaries by Karen Spring would take several pages. So I refer directly to
her blog for Day 8% and Day 9*. The next day, the trial was first postponed to the afternoon and
then suspended.” Padre Melo commented on the importance of the trial. "Punishing David Castillo
will open a door against impunity."* Day 10% took place on May 6. The same day of the trial, the
Expert Mission accompanying the Berta Caceres Cause met with CONADEH "to address follow-up
strategies to ensure risk prevention and protection of human rights defenders acting as parties to the
proceedings in the Case".”® Day 11%, Day 12'°, Day 13" and Day 14'® took place as scheduled.
Day 15'® and Day 16'* were both very short. The next day, Day 17'®, of the trial took longer again.
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On May 16, Day 18'* took place before another one-day break. Day 19'”, Day 20'%, Day 21'*° and
Day 22"° took place as scheduled. But then the trial was suspended again because a judge was
reportedly not feeling well, first one day, then an additional two days. The trial then continued on
May 25 with Day 23.""' Day 24'? Day 25" and Day 26" followed.

The later was especially important with Daniel Atala Midence on the stand, even though just for a
short moment. "Daniel Atala Midence first appeared on zoom to testify but after objections from the
prosecutors, was told by the court he had to appear in person. Once he took the stand in person,
Atala Midence informed the court that he was making use of his constitutional right not to testify,
arguing that he is under investigation. After the prosecutors confirmed that this is indeed correct and
after several protests by the private accusers, Atala will not be required by the court to testify.”'"
Lawyer Edy Tabora still sees Atala's appearance as a great success. "[I]t is already a great political,
legal and social achievement that Daniel A. invokes that he cannot "testify against himself" and that
the @MP_Honduras recognizes that he is under investigation.""® "7 And the real problem is that
after three years in possession of proof against him, the MP has not presented an accusation."® Until

the end of the month, Day 27", Day 28'*° and Day 29'*'.

Apart from the trial against David Castillo, there was more news this month linked to the Berta
Céceres case. CESPAD published a report on the Gualcarque Fraud case.'” On May 19, COPINH
reported on some good news regarding the Agua Zarca case. "The Dutch development bank FMO
will not grant a loan to the Ficohsa bank from Honduras after all. According to a spokesperson for
FMO, negotiations on the $60 million loan have been discontinued. This marks a remarkable turn in
an extremely sensitive dossier for the Hague-based development bank. (...) The most piquant
accusation is that, according to the NGOs, Ficohsa was involved in financing DESA, a Honduran
company that wanted to build a hydroelectric plant that was also financed by FMO. During the local
people’s opposition to the construction of that power plant, the prominent activist Berta Caceres
was murdered in 2016. This caused a storm of international criticism of the human rights situation
in the Central American country. When it became clear that DESA employees were involved in the
murder, FMO withdrew from the Agua Zarca project.""” COPINH demanded the clarification of the
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responsibilities of the banks Ficohsa, BCIE and the Dutch bank FMO in the violence suffered by
the Lenca indigenous community of Rio Blanco and the murder of Berta Céaceres.'*

LGBTQ

May started with an attack on a trans woman in Santa Barbara. "OACNUDH condemns the attack
suffered by Rebecca, a trans woman from Santa Barbara, who was assaulted by four men, and calls
on the State to conduct an investigation into the facts that includes the hypothesis of a hate crime

because of her gender identity."'*

In Geneva, "[h]Juman rights experts from the UN and regional bodies today urged governments,
faith-based institutions and religious leaders to embrace the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
transsexual and gender diverse (LGBT) community with respect and compassion, and to reject

policies, laws and practices that discriminate or fuel prejudice."'*

"This May 17, 2021, as part of the International Day against Homophobia, Lesbophobia and
Transphobia, human rights organizations of the LGTBI community in Honduras, highlighted the
advances and challenges that still keep a community of diversity, marginalized and without respect

for their sexual orientation."'*’

Assassination

Trans woman Valery Pereira was murdered in La Lima, Cortés on May 14."® OACNUDH
condemned the murder.'” The assassination took place just days before the International Day
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia.”*® ™' A second trans woman, Karencita, was
murdered on May 25. OACNUDH again condemned the murder.'*

Freedom of Expression and Journalists

"On World Press Freedom Day, the United Nations in Honduras highlights the fundamental role of
journalists in ensuring the enjoyment of the collective right to information."'* The same day, C-
Libre held a protest rally outside CONADEH demanding that the State comply with its obligation to
promote and respect the work of the media at all times."* And the next day, the UK ambassador
Nick Whittingham expressed concern about the criminalization and violence suffered by journalists

in Honduras.'®
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125 hutps:/itwitter.com/OACNUDHHN/status/1388626999858585602
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132 hitps://twitter.com/OACNUDHHN/status/1397378034462826503
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On May 6, journalist Pablo Chavarria was assaulted by members of the national police while
covering a protest by cab drivers in the municipality of Santa Cruz de Yojoa."*® And a week later, as
part of the attack against the Tolupdn community (see above), armed men linked to the logging
company also attacked the community radio.”’” Journalist Milton Turcios was threatened in person
by an unknown man on two occasions.”® C-Libre published four more alerts regarding threats
against journalists.”® ° In one case, journalist Dassaev Aguilar received several threats after an
interview with Secretary of the Presidency, Ebal Diaz, questioning him about the Honduran
government's position to promote the ZEDEs.'"" In another case, "[m]embers of the Presidential
Honor Guard (GHP) blocked journalist Gabriela Campos from covering the "Alvaro Contreras"
award ceremony on May 25 at a hotel in Tegucigalpa. Campos, who works for Canal 36 (Cholusat
Sur), said that when she arrived at the hotel for the award ceremony and where Juan Orlando
Hernandez arrived, members of the Presidential Honor Guard denied her access to the place,

arguing that they were "simply following orders"."'*

"Honduran journalist Thirzia Karina Galeas Nufiez was detained in Georgia, United States, upon
requesting political asylum after fleeing Honduras for having been threatened and assaulted since
2010 by agents of the government of Juan Orlando Hernandez (2014-present) and Porfirio Lobo
(2010-2014). The 34-year-old journalist is being held at the Stewart Detention Center in Lumpkin,
Georgia. Galeas, a freelance journalist, has worked for several media outlets, including the daily

Conexihon and the organization C-Libre."'**

At the end of the month, journalists started to get vaccinated with Sputnik V.'** Reporteros de
Investigacién denounced that the JOH regime promotes hate against independent journalists and
leaves them without the vaccine.'*® At the same time, many observers questioned the decision to
have journalists vaccinated before more vulnerable groups.'*® Why would someone want to benefit
journalists in an electoral year...

Assassinations

"The National Observatory of Violence (ONV) of the National Autonomous University of Honduras

(UNAH) on Thursday called on the Government to investigate and not leave in impunity the violent
0'|1147 148

deaths of 90 journalists and communicators killed between 2005 and 202
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Violence against Women

On the first day of the month, three women were murdered.'* At least 110 women have been
murdered so far this year."”

"Victoria suffered an obstetric emergency in 2010, she did not know she was pregnant and when she
went to the hospital, the medical staff who attended her reported her for abortion. The legal process
she faced lasted eleven years. She was exposed in the media and had to flee the place where she
lived, for years she was unable to get a stable job and has dealt with post-traumatic stress since that
day. During the oral and public trial in April 2021, the Public Prosecutor's Office (MP) asked for an
acquittal due to lack of evidence and the court acquitted her. She now tells her story under

protection to avoid being stigmatized or discriminated against.""!

Political Prisoners

Ten COVID-19 cases were detected in the women's prison in Tamara this month.'*

Extractive Industries

Let’s start with some good news.' "The U.S. government withdrew financial support this week
from a proposed dam in Honduras that is at the center of a simmering conflict between local
residents and developers. Two opponents of the project have been killed. The decision by the U.S.
International Development Finance Corporation, (DFC), which provides funding for private-sector
projects, marked a victory for the activist groups in Honduras and the United States that had urged

the agency to drop the project."***

"More than a thousand metallic and non-metallic mining concessions, energy and hydrocarbon
projects have been granted by the Government, 100 of these have been settled in indigenous
territory; due to the seriousness of this reality, which other media outlets address superficially or
simply do not include in their agendas, EL. LIBERTADOR presents this investigation with the

purpose of creating active awareness in society."'>

On May 5. Criterio reported on a protest by residents of Baracoa, Cortés against the installation of a
thermoelectric power plant in the vicinity of their community. “They denounced that by means of a
virtual town hall, the authorities intend to approve the project in spite of the opposition of the

citizens."'*®

150 https://proceso.hn/110-mujeres-han-sido-asesinadas-en-honduras-durante-2021-60-de-casos-perpetrados-por-sus-parejas/

151 https://contracorriente.red/2021/05/20/criminalizada-once-anos-por-una-emergencia-obstetrica/
152 https://tiempo.hn/casos-de-covid-19-carcel-de-mujeres-honduras/
153 hups:/itwitter.com/MovAmplioHn/status/1398109392680128514

1 54 https://www.vice.com/en/article/bvzm43/biden-just-killed-funding-for-a-controversial-dam-trump-tried-to-build-in-honduras

155 http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/2905-honduras-investigacion-mas-de-1-100-concesiones-aprobo-gobierno

156 https://criterio.hn/pobladores-de-baracoa-protestan-contra-instalacion-de-planta-hidroelectrica/
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On May 17, social movements followed the call by COPINH to protest the extractive development

157

model in Honduras."” '*® Riot police harassed protesters.'

On May 24, Congress also approved a reform to speed up dam constructions.'®

ZEDEs

"The Secretary of the Presidency, Ebal Diaz, announced the delivery of a bill aimed at granting tax
exemptions for the Special Economic Development Zones (Zedes) despite the rejection of the
majority that qualify them as the sale of Honduran territory. Diaz explained that the initiative,
promoted by President Juan Orlando Hernéndez, is aimed at granting tax benefits to the Zedes, as is
established for the free trade zones."'®' This announcement was widely denounced.'®® FOSDEH

labeled it "a bet on institutional weakness".'®

On May 14, news outlets reported that the community of Satuyé, located near La Ceiba, will
become the third Special Economic Development Zone (ZEDE) under the management of the
Prospera Honduras consortium.'® In the south, people in Zacate Grande live under threat of the
imposition of such a ZEDE.'™ Protests against ZEDEs took place both in Roatdn and
Tegucigalpa.'®® The National Party and the JOH regime, meanwhile, continued to defend the idea of
the ZEDEs.'’

ContraCoriente has an important article on the ZEDEs and a ruling coming from Vienna. "In
October 2020 Patrice Fuchs, an Austrian journalist, shared information about ZEDEs on her twitter.
In one tweet she wrote that Barbara Kolm, vice president of the Austrian National Bank
(Osterreichische Nationalbank), was building a luxury tax oasis in Honduras for the world's
libertarians, adding that such a project had been the subject of local protests and that a human rights
activist had been killed. Kolm then proceeded to prosecute him on charges of defamation, libel and
slander. At today's court hearing on May 20, 2021, the Regional Court for Criminal Matters in
Vienna (Landesgericht fiir Strafsachen Wien) ruled in favor of Barbara Kolm. Although there are
many substantive aspects that deserve further analysis, at least two relevant issues that were
discussed in Kolm v. Fuchs are highlighted below. The first is the composition of the Committee for
the Adoption of Best Practices (CAMP). And the second is on the conceptualization of ZEDEs as

tax oases."'®

157 https://copinh.org/2021/05/liberation-of-territories-is-justice-for-berta/

159 hutps://twitter.com/RedDefensoras/status/1394357237523566596
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On May 24, Congress approved the tax exemptions mentioned above without a qualified majority,
just with the votes of Nationalist members of Congress.'® '7° Even corporate media outlets reported
on the criticism raised against this.'"”" ' ' The president of the Chamber of Commerce and
Industries of Cortes (CCIC), Pedro Barquero, described it as illegal, since it was based on a law that
is unconstitutional in itself.”* Radio Progreso presented ZEDEs as "the sign of institutional
weakening in Honduras"."”® "Inhabitants of La Mosquitia declared their autonomy to govern
themselves and warned the government of Juan Orlando Herndndez that they will not allow the

installation of a Special Economic Development Zone (ZEDE) in that region."”®

In the last day of the month, more criticism followed, and again coming from unexpected sides.
"The former president of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industries of Honduras
(Fedecamaras), Menotti Maradiaga, said Saturday that with the Employment and Economic
Development Zones (Zede), micro, small a”’nd medium enterprises (MSMEs) "will be
abandoned"."'”® "In the opinion of the former president of the Honduran College of Economists
(CHE), Liliana Castillo, the tax benefits granted to the Employment and Economic Development

Zones (ZEDE) leave national investors in unfavorable conditions to compete."”

179 180 181

On May 30, there was a protest in La Ceiba against the ZEDEs.

Deforestation

"Honduras’ Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve occupies a large portion of the country’s eastern region.
However, despite official protection and recognition as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Rio
Platano is plagued by deforestation; satellite data show the biosphere reserve lost 13% of its
primary forest cover between 2002 and 2020. Deforestation shot up in 2020, nearly doubling the
amount of forest loss over 2019. 2021 may be another rocky year for the biosphere reserve, with
satellite data showing several “unusually high” spikes of clearing activity so far this year. Sources
say deforestation in the reserve is being driven by logging, agriculture and the drug trade."'®
"According to the Forest Conservation Institute (ICF), approximately 80,000 hectares of forest are

lost each year in Honduras as a result of fires and uncontrolled logging, a situation that generates

1 73 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1466924-466/zede-honduras-ley-votacion-diputados-congreso-nacional
174 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1466218-466/pedro-barquero-beneficios-zede-farsa-gobierno
17 5 https://radioprogresohn.net/pt/zedes-son-la-muestra-del-debilitamiento-institucional-en-honduras/
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rejection among the inhabitants of affected communities."*® At the same time, the Honduran Fire
Fighters announced that there have been 70% less forest fires so far this year.'®*

Corruption and Its Enemies

"The Board of Directors led by the National Party, refuses to meet again in person in the National
Congress, this, in the opinion of analysts and opposition deputies, makes it easier to approve acts
that affect the citizens. From the point of view of the lawyer and deputy of the PINU, Doris
Gutiérrez, the virtual sessions serve for those who manage this power of the State, to regulate the
expression of the legislators and also to completely control the vote counting system at the moment

of submitting initiatives for discussion or voting."'®

In response to a request by US Congresswoman Norma Torres, the US State Department published
a list of corrupt officials in El Savador, Guatemala and Honduras.'® This is not the Engel's List
expected for June and is expected to be much more exhaustive.'® Six Nationalist members of
Congress were mentioned.'®

"In order to address impunity and corruption, the National Anti-Corruption Council (CNA) in
Honduras and the Myrna Mack Foundation (FMM) in Guatemala signed an agreement to promote

transparency and social auditing processes for the prosecution of crimes in public administration."*®

The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

"Opposition parliamentarians denounced that the ruling party of the National Congress intends to
reform the Money Laundering Law which would prevent the Public Prosecutor's Office from
accessing the records of persons suspected of the crime of money laundering for the benefit of
corrupt individuals and drug traffickers. The whistleblowers described the reform of 13 articles as a
norm to shield themselves, especially the modification of paragraph 30, numeral 9 where it exempts
the Public Prosecutor's Office from knowing the information of the Financial Intelligence Unit
(UIF) of the National Banking and Insurance Commission (CNBS)."'*

CESPAD reports on protests by employees of the MP. "In silence and located outside the offices of
the different Public Prosecutor's Offices in Honduras, the employees of the Public Prosecutor's
Office have held sit-ins throughout the week. They seek to call the attention of the Attorney General
and the payment of the salary is the petition that emerges as a superficial aspect of a protest that has
as its background, a long-standing crisis in a Public Ministry that for a long time has not supported

183 https://elpulso.hn/2021/05/05/icf-alerta-sobre-agravamiento-por-quema-y-tala-descontrolada-de-bosques/
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its own prosecutors, including the Special Prosecution Unit Against Corruption Networks
(UFERCO), the unit that handles cases of high-impact corruption."**!

93% of those accused in corruption cases brought forward by the MACCIH have been let go since
the disappearance of the MACCIH.'*

IHSS

In the THSS corruption case, the former director Mario Zelaya and former board member José
Ramén Bertetty had been found guilty last month. On May 7 was their sentencing, 31 years for both
of them.'

Pandora

"Almost three years have passed and the collaboration agreements between Fernando Suarez and
the Public Prosecutor's Office have not been fulfilled. Suarez is the main witness who revealed the
facts that gave life to the Pandora corruption case. However, the collaboration agreement remained
on paper and it was worthless for him to reveal how the structure that diverted more than 12 million
dollars from the funds of the Secretariat of Agriculture and Livestock (SAG) to the electoral
campaign of the National Party in 2013, which led Juan Orlando Herndndez to the Presidency of
Honduras, was formed.""** On May 14, "[t]he Court for the Deprivation of Domain of Assets of
Ilicit Origin declared the definitive deprivation of domain of three vehicles, several real estate
assets and commercial companies of the defendants in the Pandora case."'® On May 18, CESPAD
published an update on the case.'*®

Open Chest

Some of the corrupt official highlighted by the US State Department (see above) and investigated
by UFERCO are part of the Open Chest case.”” "For more than two years, the Specialized
Prosecutorial Unit Against Corruption Networks (Uferco) has been waiting for a court to rule on the
appeals filed in the corruption case known as Arca Abierta. "It is unusual that it takes so long for an
appeal in such a case" although "we are not surprised,” Uferco head Luis Javier Santos told
Criterio.hn.""®
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State Security Forces

"Has the police purge in Honduras implied a state effort to build a reliable, efficient and transparent
National Police or is it part of the project of militarization of public security, what have been the
main achievements and obstacles of the police purge in Honduras, and what is the context and
implications of militarization in the country? In the CESPAD Forum, "In the Context of
Militarization: Has the police purge in Honduras been effective?", sociologists Eugenio Sosa and
Mirna Flores, analyzed the issue of militarization in Honduras and whether or not the police purge
that began in the last decade has worked."'*

A court rejected an appeal by the former general commissioner of the police, Leonel Luciano
Sauceda Guifarro. He and his wife Patricia Sbeltlana Estrada Pacheco are accused of money
laundering. The court confirmed the opening of a trial against them as well as the pre-trial
detention.” A member of the Armed Forces was sent to pre-trial detention accused of trafficking in
forbidden ammunition.*"

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

Trial will be opened against a police sub inspector for attacking a you man during a protest in
March 2018.%? In a second case, "OACNUDH accompanied Kevin Pérez and the @reddeabogadas
at the initial hearing against a military officer in command of an operation where the young man

was shot at and beaten in Choluteca during the 2017 post-election crisis”.**®

Repressions

"This Friday, May 14, human rights defender Marlon Alexander Garcia appeared before the Public
Prosecutor's Office to hand over some videos that he himself recorded, where a police officer shoots
him with a rubber bullet, during a social protest on June 25, 2019. Although the Public Prosecutor's
Office called the member of the Network of Human Rights Defenders of the South of the country
(REDEHSUR), the investigation process is late and there is no progress, lawyer Dora Oliva, who

accompanied him to the meeting, told defensoresenlinea.com."***

Assassinations

Last month, several important trials involving state security forces accused of murder took place.
The case of the TIGRES agents accused of murdering Rinel Argueta Oliva only concluded on May
10. The four TIGRES agents were absolved.*®
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COFADEH denounced the lack of response by the authorities regarding the forced disappearance of
Osman Daniel Vasquez Martinez, son of the well-known defender Susana Vasquez in La Paz.
Osman was disappeared on July 27, 2020. He was last seen being taken into a patrol car.?®

A former police agent accused for the murder of two other police agents will await trial in prison.*”’

Penitentiary System

"The commissioner of the National Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment (Conaprev), Glenda Ayala, said that a report on the treatment received by
prisoners in the National Penitentiary was sent to the Public Prosecutor's Office so that the high
commanders can be investigated."**® El Heraldo reported on the so-called The Beast, a prison cell at
the Tdmara prison "to break the will of the prisoners" where they are held under "most inhumane
conditions".*® OACNUDH later inspected the prison.?"

International Community

A technical mission by the IMF visiting Honduras proposed increasing the IMF loan to Honduras to
$769 million, that would be a $239 million increase.*"! *'* "The leaders of the political opposition
and presidential candidates for the LIBRE and Salvador de Honduras parties do not accept that the
IMF and other IOFs continue granting resources to the JOH government a few months before the
end of its term, since they will not endorse such actions once in power. In this sense, the IMF should
wait until the new government takes office to negotiate, unless its officials in Washington consider
that JOH will govern even after 2021, but behind the scenes."*"

"The Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE) will contribute 200 million dollars
for the improvement of the highway between the municipalities of Santa Rosa de Copan and
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Ocotepeque".

us

Patrick Ventrell, Director for Central America at the US State Department, and Chargé d'Affaires
Colleen A. Hoey met with Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla to discuss "the importance of
attacking corruption and strengthening the rule of law and respect for human rights".*"> The Pro
Honduras Network reacts by pointing out once more that Chinchilla was presented as a pillar of
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defense for JOH in New York courts shielding him from investigations into his drug trafficking
activities.?'®

Another US delegation later this month met with representatives of different sectors, among them
the head of the anti-corruption body UFERCO, Luis Javier Santos.*”

EU

The EU announced the creation of an award to recognize the work of Honduran human rights

defenders.?'8 2%

"Some 70 million Euros for concrete projects for the reconstruction of the Honduran territory, made
available by Spain, announced Thursday the ambassador of that European country in Honduras,
Guillermo Kirkpatrick."*® "Spain and Honduras have committed this Friday to strengthen their
bilateral relationship through the signing of several agreements, including one on circular migration

and collaboration between diplomatic schools."**

Drug Trafficking

These last months, JOH and his drug trafficking links made prominent headlines and May was not
different. "Today the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York filed new
documents in the case of Geovanny Fuentes Ramirez, due to a request from his defense, in which
they ask for a new trial for their client due to alleged "inconsistencies" presented during the trial
held in March 2021, in which Fuentes was found guilty of three crimes related to drug trafficking
and the use of machine guns and destructive devices to move hundreds of tons of cocaine to the
United States. Within the fifty-six page document entitled "Prosecution's Opposition to Defendant's
Post-Trial Motions," the prosecution recounts the involvement of Honduran Attorney General Oscar
Chinchilla and National Congress President Mauricio Oliva in the illicit activities carried out by
Juan Orlando Hernandez, as accomplices in protecting and creating laws to prevent the future

extradition of Hernandez and his drug trafficking associates."**

On May 10. "[t]he sentencing hearing was held (..) for former police officer Ludwig Criss Zelaya,
accused of crimes related to drug trafficking and the use of machine guns and destructive devices.
During the hearing, Judge Lorna G. Schofield sentenced Criss Zelaya to 144 months in prison (12
years). Criss Zelaya worked as a collaborator of members of the Cachiros cartel in their criminal
activities, including multiple murders, including that of journalist Anibal Barrow. Jason Richman,
representing the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York, participated in the
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hearing and during the defense arguments, Criss Zelaya's attorney mentioned that Honduras is a
narco-state, where corruption prevails and even the president of this country is involved in drug

n 223

trafficking".

Martin Adolfo Diaz Contreras, accused of drug trafficking, will be extradited to the US.?** He
appealed the decision.”” A few days later, the US requested the extradition of the former head of the
National Police, Juan Carlos “El Tigre” Bonilla. "A few months ago, Manhattan U.S. Attorney
Geoffrey S. Berman stated that "Juan Carlos Bonilla Valladares, former chief of the Honduran
National Police, allegedly abused his positions in Honduran law enforcement to flout the law and
play a key role in a violent international drug trafficking conspiracy"."*® "Experts say the
extradition request raises the stakes for President Juan Orlando Hernandez, who U.S. prosecutors
have already accused of receiving millions in bribes from drug traffickers, including $1 million
from the former leader of Mexico’s Sinaloa Cartel, Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman. “[Bonilla] is a
very pivotal figure, and if he was extradited to the United States and decided to cooperate, it would

)

be the final nail in the coffin of Hernandez,” said Mike Vigil, a former chief of international

operations for the Drug Enforcement Administration."**’

Proceso Digital published an overview of all the 23 Hondurans extradited so far to the US.*® And
more may follow. "The president of the Supreme Court of Justice (CSJ), Rolando Argueta, said
Tuesday that among the extradition requests are people linked to organized crime and former

members of the Security Secretariat."**

Varia

May Day
The second May Day during the pandemic took place yesterday and also in Honduras, there were

smaller, more local protest marches.” 3! %

JOH

"The questioned President Juan Orlando Herndndez is giving away things, left and right, the famous
solidarity bonus to families affected by the hurricanes in the Sula Valley, as part of his welfare
policy which consists of converting the poor into votes, to guarantee the continuity of the National
Party, said sociologist Eugenio Sosa on Radio Progreso. (...) The political analyst sustains that Juan

2 2 3 https://prohondurasnetwork.com/2021/05/10/ex-policia-ludwig-criss-zelaya-es-sentenciado-a-doce-anos-de-carcel-juan-orlando-es-nuevamente-nombrado-por-sus-vinculos-con-el-narcotrafico/

Page 23 out of 30


https://criterio.hn/falta-de-justicia-social-el-calvario-de-la-clase-trabajadora-en-honduras/
https://radioprogresohn.net/instante/vacuna-urgente-y-gratuita-entre-las-demandas-del-01-de-mayo-en-honduras/
https://radioprogresohn.net/portada/alto-a-las-suspensiones-laborales-y-construccion-de-bordos-demandas-de-clase-obrera-este-1-de-mayo/
https://proceso.hn/exmiembros-de-la-secretaria-de-seguridad-entre-solicitados-en-extradicion-revela-el-presidente-de-la-csj/
https://proceso.hn/cortes-de-nueva-york-donde-mas-confiesan-los-capos-hondurenos/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/epnxbz/an-ex-cop-allegedly-killed-for-the-honduran-president-now-the-us-wants-him-in-prison
https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1463575-466/estados-unidos-pide-extraditar-juan-carlos-el-tigre-bonilla-narcotrafico
https://tiempo.hn/csj-apelaran-solicitud-de-extradicion-de-hondureno-martin-diaz/
https://proceso.hn/conceden-extradicion-a-eeuu-del-hondureno-martin-adolfo-diaz-contreras-por-narcotrafico/
https://prohondurasnetwork.com/2021/05/10/ex-policia-ludwig-criss-zelaya-es-sentenciado-a-doce-anos-de-carcel-juan-orlando-es-nuevamente-nombrado-por-sus-vinculos-con-el-narcotrafico/

-ty ﬁ%ﬁ%unAs
\—) SUIZA

Orlando Hernandez knows that his ratings dropped by the rejection of the people but he is using the
economic resources of the State to ensure that his party and its candidate, Nasry Asfura, wins the

presidency, to negotiate a quota of power and to continue enjoying impunity."**

"The Biden administration plans to release by the end of June a list of corrupt Central American
officials who may be subject to sanctions, a U.S. special envoy told Reuters, as Washington seeks to
cut back on a root cause of increased migration to the U.S.-Mexican border. (...) Asked whether
Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez might be targeted, Zuniga said: “I’m not going to
comment on him because of the Department of Justice engagement on his case.” Hernandez is
under U.S. investigation for alleged links to drug cartels. He denies any involvement in drug
smuggling."**

On May 24, JOH presented himself and his party as victims of an international campaign trying to
get rid of them in the coming elections. "They have sought to convince a group of radical politicians
and NGOs that we are living in a dictatorship, these groups have an international political agenda
against the National Party and are determined to seek any mechanism to prevent the party from

winning the elections."**

Migration

16291 Hondurans had been deported between January 1 and April 25.2° This is 11.8% less than in
2020.*” Proceso Digital reported that a Honduran migrant was hit by a car of the border patrol near
Kingsville, Texas and died.”® "United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees Kelly
Clements said (..) that the situation of Hondurans who have fled for their lives "is devastating.""**

By May 16, 502 minors had been deported to Honduras.**’

"On the tenth anniversary of the discovery of the clandestine graves in San Fernando, the National
Human Rights Institutions of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico (hereinafter "the
Institutions") and the Offices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights of
Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico (hereinafter "the Offices") call on the States of the region to
redouble their efforts to protect migrants in the face of persistent human rights violations and to
guarantee the rights of migrants in the region, as well as to guarantee the victims their rights to
truth, justice and reparation, so that events such as those in San Fernando are not repeated."*"'

On May 27, the Wall Street Journal reported: "Vice President Kamala Harris on Thursday unveiled
the agreements of 12 companies and organizations to invest in Guatemala, Honduras and El
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Salvador as part of the administration’s efforts to deal with a surge of migrants from Central

America at the U.S. southern border."**

Elections

The CNE officially called for the general elections for November 28, 2021.>** They have a 600
million budget.***

"Because it is urgent to independently supervise the financing of political parties; to carry out high
impact investigations in conjunction with the Public Prosecutor's Office on the use of illicit
resources in electoral campaigns; to ensure compliance with the Clean Politics Law by political
parties and candidates in the area of accountability and to lift bank secrecy for political parties and
their candidates, the Center for the Study of Democracy (CESPAD) proposes reforms to the Law on
Financing, Transparency and Oversight of Political Parties and Candidates."** "Civil society
organizations filed this May 20, 2021, an appeal for annulment before the Institute of Access to
Public Information, IAIP, on resolution 086-2018 that prevents Honduran citizens from knowing
who is financing political campaigns in Honduras."*** CESPAD also published an analysis on the
primary elections through a gender perspective.”’ On May 13, another piece an analysis was
published by CESPAD. "Fragmentation and the need for political articulation: an analysis of

partisan loyalty and voting intention in Honduras".**

On May 2, Xiomara Castro expressed optimism about a possible political alliance to get rid of the
National Party.** Two days later, she announced that there would not be an alliance after all.”*° Yani
Rosenthal presented this month the so-called Option B, i.e. that Libre and the Liberal Party join in
an alliance without naming a presidential front runner. If together they get more votes than the
National Party, the president will be decided between Libre and the Liberal Party depending on who
got more individual votes, Xiomara Castro or Yani Rosenthal. But no one else believes in this and
the the CNE said that this would not be allowed.*"

Another hope for change in Honduras, apart from a strong opposition alliance, would be a thorough
electoral reform. But this failed to materialize since the 2017 elections and as expected, now the
defenders of the status-quo say that there is not enough time.*? They have said this for
months..."With 22 days to the end of the deadline for the approval of the new Electoral Law and
Electoral Justice Law, the political actors accuse each other of being responsible for not approving
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the regulations. Experts on the subject warned that the lack of instruments to regulate the upcoming
elections would generate a political crisis of greater dimensions."** "The former president of the
defunct Supreme Electoral Tribunal (TSE), Augusto Aguilar, accused a segment of members of the
ruling party's parliamentary bench in the National Congress for refusing to approve the new
Electoral Law and Electoral Justice Law."*** On May 15, the talk about Option B resurfaced again.
Liberal Party leaders presented it as an alternative to electoral reforms.”> The CNE continued to
oppose the idea. "In this sense, CNE Councilwoman Rixi Moncada said that in defense of the
principle of legality and as a fundamental pillar in the framework of the rule of law, option B has no

constitutional support in Honduras."**

"The presidential candidate of the Partido Innovacién y Unidad Socialdemécrata (Pinu-SD), Doris
Gutiérrez warned this Monday that due to the winds that are blowing, a fraud would be brewing
from now on, which will be difficult to control, as it happened in past elections. (...) She mentioned
that a resolution of the National Electoral Council (CNE) is circulating in which practically makes it
impossible for the Salvador Party of Honduras (PSH) to make any alliance before May 27."%” On
May 16, El Pulso reported: "Tensions in the newly created Salvador de Honduras party (PSH)
worsened after a faction loyal to Salvador Nasralla proclaimed him as the presidential candidate for
next November's general elections and authorized him to make alliances, while board member
Henry Osorto warned him that he would incur in a crime if he insisted with the assembly held on
Saturday."*® The Liberal presidential candidate Yani Rosenthal, meanwhile, faces other problems.
"Inversiones Alianza and Corporacion Internacional Cemcal announced Monday that they have
initiated legal actions against businessman Yani Rosenthal for the diversion of more than US$25

million from the shareholders' equity of Cementos del Norte SA (Cenosa).*”

On May 13, Proceso Digital reported that “[m]ore than one million Hondurans living in the United
States may lose their right to vote in the general elections of the Central American country next
November because they do not have a valid national identity card, a pro-immigrant association in
Florida denounced".”® By that time, the RNP had (only) handed out 1.7 million new identity

cards.?®

A week short of the deadline on May 27, Congress' president Mauricio Oliva claimed that some
pending electoral reforms would be approved.”®* "The United Nations System in Honduras is
encouraged by the promising news about the deliberations in the National Congress to achieve the
approval of the new Electoral Law and the Electoral Process Law. In this regard, with due respect
for national sovereignty, we urge the political forces in the National Congress to finalize this
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important task so that the new electoral regulations can provide legal security to the electoral
contest and certainty to the Honduran people."** "What the current state of affairs shows is that
there are no solid agreements between the majority benches of the National Congress on the
approval of the electoral law. Beyond this, it is important to emphasize that the way in which the
opinion process has been developed suggests that this decree, if socialized and approved in the next
few days, would not reflect a real will to rethink the electoral system and solve the impasses of the
primary elections, but would simply produce a document in which the three largest parties of the
country will place some rules of the game designed exclusively for the purpose of serving the
interests of their leaderships. Although the need for a new electoral law is very real, the rush for its
approval at the present time is not due to a concern for modernizing the democratic mechanisms of
government election, but, rather, to the fulfillment of an external agenda to try to legitimize the

current state of our politics."**

On May 21, Julie Chang, Acting Assistant Secretary for the US Department of State's Bureau of
Western Hemisphere Affairs, highlighted the importance of electoral reforms for Honduras and
urged the Honduran Congress to approve them.”® A few days later, Congress' president Mauricio
Oliva announced a session on the electoral reforms, but just hours before its start.**® El Libertador
summarized the agreements. "The Libre, National and Liberal parties have reached a consensus on
the approval of the new Electoral Law, they have overcome the "obstacles" regarding the payment
of political debt, which will now be paid according to the valid votes for each party, thus
eliminating the small parties from being wrapped up in the majority parties, which in the last
elections allowed them 10 million lempiras, although they only obtained 3,000 votes, of the 40,000
credentials, which were clearly sold to the National Party, according to the critics of the old scheme.
They also mention that the tables will be represented by five members, three from the majority and
two from the minority, randomly selected, but now they will be known as "Electoral Board".”**’

Corporate media outlets as well as the US embassy”® celebrated the approval of the new electoral
law.*® The OAS also oversold them as "a significant step forward".”® But it was less than certain
that this was a victory for democracy. "The new Electoral Law approved in the National Congress
this Tuesday does not bring anything new and is the same as the current law, so the political parties
can make the fraud they want, reacted the former Attorney General Edmundo Orellana. "The law is
the same as the current law, only worded differently, it is more of the same", said Orellana regarding
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the approved reforms."*"! In the remaining days of May, more criticism followed.?”* *% #* 27
Salvador Nasralla announced that he would not run in the elections if his party does not have a
representative at the polling stations.”’”® But at the same time, at the last possible moment, Nasralla
and Pinu announced a political alliance for the general elections.””” Later, both PANAL and the

movement by Wilfredo Méndez joined their alliance.”® *°

"Civil society organizations filed this May 20, 2021, an appeal for annulment before the Institute of
Access to Public Information, IAIP, on resolution 086-2018 that prevents Honduran citizens from
knowing who is financing political campaigns in Honduras."*® "The former sentencing judge of
San Pedro Sula Gracia Maria Bertrand filed this Monday before the National Electoral Council
(CNE) a request for disqualification of the candidacy of the presidential candidate of the Liberal
Party, Yani Rosenthal."**!

Eta and lota

The Central-American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE) approved $3.5 million for the Central
American countries who suffered the consequences of the Eta and Iota hurricanes in November
2020.%%2 At the same time, ContraCorriente reported that "[In the Chamelecén sector and the
municipality of La Lima, churches and NGOs have taken a leading role in assisting those affected
by storms Eta and Iota. The government announced support through the "No estan Solos" program,
but six months after the catastrophe, it has not reached all those affected".?®® But of course, the JOH
regime still wanted more money. On May 10, it presented a reconstruction plan for Honduras which
would cost almost $7.9 billion.”** CESPAD published two pieces of analysis of the plan.”® In the
second one, they highlighted five critical points. 1. Legitimacy crisis of the Hernandez
administration. 2. The inability of political and social articulation around the PRDS. The
construction of dams without community participation and the specter of extractivism. 4. External
indebtedness as the main axis of financing. 5. Reconstruction measures of an economic nature and
disregard for political and social issues.**®
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"The response of the Honduran government and other actors to requests for help from citizens
affected by tropical storms Eta and Iota six months after their passage through Honduras has been
insufficient, warned the international organization Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) on
Wednesday."**’

And Light at the End of a Month

MADJ commemorates 13 years of struggle for dignity and justice.*®

288 https://madj.org/2021/05/24/a-13-anos-de-lucha-seguimos-en-pie-de-lucha/
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Another Month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland

Past A ctivities:

Upcoming Activities:

Subscribe to this monthly report: foro_honduras_suiza@riseup.net

Subscribe to our daily press overview: daniellm@bluewin.ch

Become a member: info@honduras-forum.ch
Support our work: IBAN: CH54 0900 0000 8003 3036 3
http://honduras-forum.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/Honduras-Forum-Schweiz-753337355053820/
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