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Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — January 2021

The humanitarian crisis in Honduras found international attention this month as the first and biggest
migration caravan since the corona pandemic took off in mid-January. A combination of a
pandemic, two hurricanes hitting Honduras in later 2020, an abysmal response by the JOH regime
and a lack of perspective among the corruption and human rights violation left again thousands of
Honduras without any other option that trying to leave. Congress also showed again how it rather
worsens the situation of minorities and vulnerablized groups by changing the constitution to forever
ban same-sex marriage and abortions instead of using its power to improve the situation of
Honduras. There were also setbacks in the Berta Caceres case and the Guapinol case. Further
corruption cases were undermined, meanwhile Honduras dropped further in an international
corruption index. Last but not least, JOH’s drug trafficking links prominently reappeared in the
national and international headlines thanks to newly released court documents from New York.
Welcome to another month in Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Abbreviations

AS) Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

BID Inter-American Development Bank

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CDM Center for Women's Rights

CIPRODEH Center for Human Rights Research and Promotion

CMH Medical Association Honduras

CNA National Anti-Corruption Council

COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
COIPRODEN Coordination of Private Institutions for Children’s Rights
CONADEH National Human Rights Commission

COPINH Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras
FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Operators
FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras

FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

JACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFERCO Special Prosecuting Unit against Corruption Networks

UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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The COVID-19 Crisis

492 dengue cases have been reported so far this year.! 70% of deaths related to dengue are of
minors, i.e. below 15 years old.”

The year started with 122’974 COVID-19 cases and 3160 officially recognized deaths.® But once
again, the funeral homes explained that they have reported more than double the amount of deaths.*
By January 31, there were 147'843 COVID-19 cases and 3610 confirmed deaths.”

State Reaction

On January 3, JOH presented a new executive decree with which he pretended to legalize the
restrictions on the constitutional rights which had been in place since the beginning of the
pandemic.® Three days later, JOH called for an emergency meeting due to the worrisome situation at
Honduras’ hospitals (see below).” At the same time, there is the ongoing attempt to misuse the
pandemic for further undermining democracy. "At the request of Nationalist Congressman Tomas
Zambrano, the Legislative Branch discussed and approved a bill aimed at ensuring that by 2021
municipalities are not obliged to hold open town halls, due to the health emergency caused by
COVID-19."

Even though it has been a very deadly month, by the end of January, almost no new measures were
in place.

Health Sector

On January 1, already the first health worker, the nurse Leonor Rodriguez, died to COVID-19.°
Three days later, the first doctor in the new year, Marco Tulio Martinez Avila, died.'® Just a day
later, another doctor, the orthopedist Carlos Castillo, died." On January 22, another nurse, Maribel
Chavez, as well as another doctor, Arquimedes Rodriguez, died to COVID-19." The last week of

https://elpulso.hn/?p=52398

https://tiempo.hn/primera-enfermera-fallece-covid-2021/
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0 https://tiempo.hn/covid-19-fallece-fundador-medicasa-marco-martinez/
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https://proceso.hn/honduras-acumula-147843-casos-y-3610-decesos-por-covid-19/
https://confidencialhn.com/alertan-que-el-70-de-muertes-por-dengue-son-de-menores-de-edad/
https://elpulso.hn/?p=52398
https://confidencialhn.com/en-la-capital-muere-doctor-y-enfermera-por-sospechas-de-covid-19/
https://proceso.hn/fallece-reconocido-medico-ortopeda-por-covid-19-en-san-pedro-sula/
https://tiempo.hn/covid-19-fallece-fundador-medicasa-marco-martinez/
https://tiempo.hn/primera-enfermera-fallece-covid-2021/
https://radioprogresohn.net/portada/eliminar-desarrollo-de-cabildos-municipales-es-una-medida-antidemocratica-y-autoritaria/
https://tiempo.hn/joh-convoca-reunion-de-emergencia-por-covid-19/
https://confidencialhn.com/ejecutivo-amplia-limitacion-a-garantias-constitucionales-y-solicita-ratificacion-al-legislativo/
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/2559-honduras-alarmante-funerarias-registran-casi-8-000-muertos-por-covid
https://proceso.hn/honduras-reporta-19-nuevos-decesos-y-otros-211-contagios-de-covid-19-en-inicio-de-ano-nuevo/
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1314 among them the 31-year old Victoria Garcia®, and

17 18

January cost the lives of another 5 doctors
another nurse.'® Over 60 doctors have died so far and according to ANEEAH, 35 nurses.

The last year ended with increasingly alarming calls form health experts regarding a resurgence in
corona cases and full intensive care units. This trend continued in January with the Leonardo
Martinez Hospital in San Pedro Sula being the first one to announced a full corona ward." On
January 3, Proceso Digital reported that hospitals in general in San Pedro Sula could not take up any
more corona patients.” The next day, the JOH regime announced the allocation of 100 million
Lempiras to extend the work done in the triage centers and medical brigades.** While doubtful, that
all the money would really arrive there, the need was unquestioned. In El Progreso, they even ran
out of corona tests at the triage centers.”

By January 12, even Sinager warned that the Honduran health system was about to collapse.* The

same day, another hospital announced to be full.** 25 26 27 28

And more followed the coming days.
Honduras would need 240 additional ICU beds, i.e. three times as there currently are.”* Doctor Rony
Anttinez warns that corona patients have to go through a real odyssey to find a place at a hospital.
"We have to wait until someone dies to give their bed to someone else".* By the end of the month,
warnings about the Honduran health system become more imminent by the day. On January 22,
WHO/PAHO representative Piedad Huerta expressed concern about the situation in Honduras.?' The
next day, Carlos Umafia, doctor and president of the Association of Doctors of the IHSS in San
Pedro Sula, said that their prophecies that if nothing would be done, ICUs would collapse, had in
the meantime become reality.”> And the following news did not reassure the public: "The president
of the National Association of Auxiliary Nurses of Honduras (ANEEAH), in the San Pedro Sula
chapter, Luis Cerrato, warned that they could abandon the COVID wards, in protest because they
have lowered the salaries of their members who work in the mobile hospital and in the triage

centers."®

13

14 https://confidencialhn.com/muere-reconocido-medico-por-covid-19-en-tegucigalpa/

15

16 https://tiempo.hn/covid-19-muere-ihss-enfermera-cristina-colindres/

17 https://proceso.hn/un-medico-muere-por-covid-cada-tres-dias-en-honduras/

18

19 https://proceso.hn/sin-cupo-para-pacientes-covid-19-en-el-hospital-leonardo-martinez/

20 https://proceso.hn/hospitales-sampedranos-sin-cupos-para-pacientes-con-covid-19/

21
22
23
24 https://tiempo.hn/uci-hospital-escuela-100-ocupacion-pacientes-covid-19/
25

26
27 https://proceso.hn/colapsada-sala-covid-19-en-el-hospital-gabriela-alvarado/

28 https://tiempo.hn/colapsa-sala-covid-19-hospital-gabriela-alvarado/

29 https://proceso.hn/salas-uci-el-espejo-del-estado-critico-de-la-pandemia/

30 https://tiempo.hn/medico-odisea-covid-honduras/

31
32

33 https://proceso.hn/aneeah-amenaza-con-abandonar-salas-covid-por-rebaja-del-sueldo/
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https://proceso.hn/situacion-de-covid-es-preocupante-hay-mucho-relajamiento-ciudadano-dice-representante-de-ops-en-honduras/
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https://tiempo.hn/uci-hospital-escuela-100-ocupacion-pacientes-covid-19/
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On January 27, the Health Secretariat officially handed over the mobile hospital to the University
Hospital in Tegucigalpa. They promised that the first patients will be taken in in the coming 24
hours.* Shortly afterwards, it was made public that they would only receive patients with mild
corona symptoms.*

The Health Secretariat promised this month to have organized 9.4 million vaccine doses for
Honduras.*® But this will take time, they hope for 23'000 doses by February.”’” On January 21,
several media outlets reported that the JOH regime had rejected an offer by AstraZeneca of 4
million doses of corona vaccine even though the funds would have been available.® *
As a consequence, they are still awaiting the first batch to arrive in Honduras. According to
calculations by El Libertador, it would cost some $110 million to vaccinate the Honduran people.*
Throughout the remainder of the month, the JOH regime used the promise of vaccines to cover up
its abysmal pandemic response in the last year. JOH held a TV announcement on the subject
41 42

promising 800'000 doses by the end of February.

Human Rights

Human rights organizations and social movements published another joint manifesto during the
pandemic. "We begin with the deepest humanitarian crisis in history, which smells of narco-
dictatorship and the failure of neoliberalism, with its by-products of misery for the people,
shameless concentration of wealth in reduced elites promoting organized crime and repression. In
the face of this crisis and with our love for organized struggle, this gathering of organizations

pronounces itself in this Thirty-Seventh public manifesto".*

Corruption

At the start of the month, the CNA denounced that the audit committee at Invest-H, whose 180-day
mandate would on January 24, had been unable to present a partial report on the promised audit of
the purchase of the so-called mobile hospitals.* At the same time, they continue to postpone the
promised functionality of the hospitals. On January 8, the new date was set to February.* At the end
of the month, people protested in Tegucigalpa at the site where a promised mobile hospital should

be operating.“® Their great slogan: "If it were a drug lab, it would already be operating".*’

34 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1438720-466/secretaria-de-salud-entrega-oficialmente-hospital-movil
35 https://proceso.hn/habilitan-atencion-en-hospital-movil-de-tegucigalpa-pero-solo-para-pacientes-leves/

36

37 https://tiempo.hn/honduras-23-mil-vacunas-contra-covid-febrero/

https://proceso.hn/honduras-contara-con-9-4-millones-de-dosis-de-vacuna-contra-la-covid-19-segun-salud/

38 https://tiempo.hn/salud-no-acepto-vacunas-covid-19-cohep/

39
40

41 https://twitter.com/JuanOrlandoH/status/1356066981426855936

42 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1439547-466/presidente-hernandez-vacuna-honduras-coronavirus-covid-covax
43 https://copinh.org/2021/01/manifiesto-publico-37-enero-2021/

44 https://criterio.hn/junta-interventora-de-invest-h-aun-no-se-pronuncia-sobre-el-no-funcionamiento-de-los-hospitales-moviles/

45 https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1434420-466/gustavo-boquin-interventor-invest-hospitales-listos-febrero

46

47 hups:/itwitter.com/hondurassol/status/1352838628121034752

https://criterio.hn/hospital-movil-de-tegucigalpa-no-esta-en-operaciones-porque-no-cumple-requerimientos-tecnicos/
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On January 11, the CNA published a report on the failures of the audit committee at Invest-H.* "In
the eye of the hurricane are the controllers of Inversiéon Estratégica Honduras (Invest-H), who have
been criticized for their inability to put the mobile hospitals, acquired by the former director of this
entity, Mr. Marco Bogran, into operation. In this sense, several sectors of civil society have pointed
out their criticism against the officials, who have been in office for six months earning a salary of

more than 200,000 lempiras."*

"The Superior Court of Accounts (TSC), indicated this Thursday, through a press release, that after
an investigation, it found inconsistencies in the purchase of fans by the Permanent Contingency
Commission (Copeco), and forwarded the report to the Public Prosecutor's Office as it found

indications of criminal responsibility."*

Poverty

Remittances sent to Honduras increased a bit last year to $5729 million.”" "A World Bank study
indicates that one in four children are affected by not receiving adequate food in Honduras and that

60% of children under five years of age suffer from chronic malnutrition."*

Economy

According to the business lobby COHEP, more than 800'000 formal and informal jobs were lost in
2020.%

Education

While the teachers' union continued to denounce that some 400'000 pupils were excluded from the
education system as a consequence of the pandemic, the JOH regime claimed that the alternatives
they offered to in-class teaching were sufficient.>* But the same month, Regional UNICEF director
Jean Gough called on Honduras to get school children back to class.” But on January 20, Criterio
wrote: "The deadly escalation of recent weeks, in which at least 17 teachers have lost their lives, the
high positivity rate and the incidence of Covid-19 in minors and people in the 20 to 40 age group,
plus the few preparations in biosecurity protocols in public schools and colleges prevent the return
to face to face classes in the country."*® Teachers announced that they would only return to on-site
classes if there are biosecurity safety protocol in place and the educational community is
immunized.”

48 hups:/twitter.com/cnahonduras/status/1348630365586522112
49 iterio.hn/si-los-i i
50

51 https://www.elpais.hn/2021/01/10/migrantes-dicen-presente-con-5729-9-millones-en-remesas-en-cierre-del-2020/

52 https://criterio.hn/hambre-desnutricion-pandemia-y-miseria-honduras/

53
54 https://tiempo.hn/estudiantes-vinculados-al-sistema-educativo-honduras/
55

56
57
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As a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, some 22'000 students had to leave their studies at
UNAH.*®

Human Rights and Their Defenders

Honduran news outlet reported that the Human Rights Minister Karla Cueva had put in her
resignation due to health reasons. She had done that already 2 months ago.”

Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

CESPAD published an important article on the criminalization of social struggles during the
pandemic using MILPAH and ADEPZA as examples.®

The National Network of Women Human Rights Defenders sent out an alert on January 12
regarding the whereabouts of defender Yajaira Liceth Calix Vanegas who has not been seen since
January 2.9

Indigenous Peoples

On the sixth-month of the forceful disappearance of the five young men from the Garifuna
community Triunfo de la Cruz, there was a worldwide call for justice.®* ®

The Case of Berta Caceres

A new date was set for an evidentiary hearing against David Castillo in the Berta Caceres case,
Monday, January 11, 9am.** But on this January 11, the hearing was once again suspended.
COPINH denounced it. "On 9 occasions the oral trial stage has been suspended in this case due to
the defense's delaying tactics. These tactics only seek to delay the process against Castillo. Even
with the delays. We will continue to demand ceaselessly justice for Berta".®® EU Parliamentarian
Tilly Metz denounced the dilatory tactics by the defense of David Castillo.** OACNUDH once
again would have been observing the hearing and after the suspension called for a swift resolution
of the petition by the defense.”

Later this month, a new date was set again for the hearing® only to be suspended again when the
date came.®

58 https://pasosdeanimalgrande.com/es-co/contexto/item/3069-ante-la-crisis-generada-por-covid-19-al-menos-22-mil-estudiantes-han-desertado-de-la-unah
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Just days later, the Gualcarque Fraud corruption case had also been postponed. COPINH denounced
this and demanded again that they and the Rio Blanco would be recognized as victims in the case.”

LGBTQ

"Hours after he received the Franco-German Human Rights and Rule of Law Award [see last
month], José Zambrano, an LGTBI rights defender, had his house set on fire, from which he had to

flee with three members of his family to save their lives."”!

In the same constitutional reform infinitely criminalizing abortion (see below), Congress also
prohibited same-sex marriage.”” OACNUDH raised concern.”

Freedom of Expression and Journalists

The CPH does not even try to hide anymore its closeness to the JOH regime. "This Saturday the
new Board of Directors of the College of Journalists of Honduras (CPH) was appointed, the new
president of the guild, an unknown in journalism, Osman Reyes, a "high official" of the Hernandez

government, serving as spokesman for the police-military 911 emergency system."”* 7

Violence against Women

"The historical and invisible pandemic of violence against women in Honduras closed in 2020 with
catastrophic figures, since the 911 line reported more than 100 thousand calls for domestic violence,
said Cristina Alvarado, member of the Women's Movement for Peace Visitacion Padilla, in Radio
Progreso. According to data from the Observatory of Violence at the public university, 2020 closed
with more than 300 femicides, "a figure similar to that of previous years despite the confinement,
where it is said that the best thing is to stay at home," said Alvarado, assuring that in Honduras
staying at home is not a safe place for women."”® On January 25, women protested on the Day of
the Honduran Woman against the situation they face everyday in Honduras. More than 300 women
were murdered last year and calls to 911 for domestic violence had increased by 16%.” 7

Another form of violence against women is the prohibition of abortion in all cases in Honduras. But
this does not seem enough for some. On January 10, journalist Jeff Ernst tweeted: "In response to
Argentina's legalization of abortion, a Honduran [Nationalist] legislator proposes legal
modifications that would make it practically impossible for abortion to become legal for any

70 https://twitter.com/COPINHHONDURAS/status/1349493159261331458
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circumstance in Honduras."” The UN System in Honduras expressed concern® and women
protested outside Congress.?' Nevertheless,"[w]ith eyes on this year's elections, Honduran Congress
moving ahead with what it calls "Shield against abortion in Honduras" - legal reforms that would
make it practically impossible to legalize abortion for any circumstance now or in the future".®
OACNUDH followed with another press release. "UN human rights experts* today condemned a
bill that would essentially block any possible progress on the sexual and reproductive rights of
women and girls in Honduras, a country where one in four girls have been pregnant at least once

before their 19th birthday**."

On January 21, Congress approved, against the will of the opposition and in record speed, a
constitutional reform® which makes a future decriminalization of abortion impossible.*
OACNUDH "laments" the decision.® Jeff Ernst highlighted one of the dire consequences of this.
"Meanwhile, a 10-year-old girl was just forced to give birth after being raped, because in Honduras
there are no exceptions for abortion - and because of this reform there might never be - and to make
matters worse, emergency contraceptives are also banned."*® And the same day, El Tiempo reported
that hospitals in Honduras reject operating women who don't want to have (anymore) kids.? In the
coming days, more people and organization protested against it*, e.g. Doctors without Borders

condemned the reform.®

At the end of the month, the UN System in Honduras followed with another press release. "[I]
expresses its concern over the approval of the reform that incorporates the absolute prohibition of
abortion in Article 67 of the Honduran Constitution and Article 112 regarding the prohibition of
egalitarian marriage. (...) In view of the above, the United Nations system in Honduras urges the
National Congress to reconsider the ratification of this reform and, in the future, to ensure the
agreement of any bill with the groups directly affected, in order to guarantee its discussion in the
three debates required by the Constitution of the Republic. It also reaffirms its availability to

provide technical advice to the National Congress on this matter."*’

On January 28, the Nationalist-controlled Congress definitively ratified the constitutional reform
prohibiting in perpetuity abortion and same-sex marriage.”’ US Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky
tweeted: "I am appalled that Honduras is taking steps to roll back #SRHR and make it impossible to
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legalize abortion — on top of its existing draconian abortion ban! Access to #reprohealth services,

including abortion, is a human right!"**

Protection Mechanism

Pasos de Animal Grande denounced on January 12, that “[t]he Constitutional Chamber of the
Supreme Court of Justice has not responded to an appeal for protection, which implies that the
National Police should respect the work of the people who serve as councilors in the National
Protection Council, which has been violated on countless occasions when it comes to verifying
human rights violations. Dina Meza, Executive Director of the Association for Democracy and
Human Rights, ASOPODEHU, and a councilwoman representing human rights organizations, filed
an Appeal for Protection before the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice for the
obstruction of their work by police agents on November 2, 2020 when they tried to verify the
physical conditions and detention of journalists Cesario Padilla and Miriam Elvir of the
organization C-LIBRE."*?

Political Prisoners

The Convergence against Continuity and the Committee for the Freedom of Political Prisoners
reminded us about the fate of the political prisoners who still face criminalization while impunity
reigns for the human rights violations by the JOH regime during the post-electoral repression three

years ago.”* *

Extractive Industries

With the ratification of the Escazu agreement by Argentina and Mexico, it will come into force on
April 22. Honduras has not signed it yet. OFRANEH denounced: "Honduras, participated in the
negotiations, however at the same time through presidential agreement 008-2015 approved the
express licenses, thus destroying the process of environmental licenses as safeguards. Hypocritical
government, violator of human rights and nature."®*® MADJ denounced that Congress approved "a
package of extractive projects that will create and generate more conflicts in the national

territory".”
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Guapinol

On January 23, it was made public that the hearing of the eight Guapinol defenders planed for the
next day was suspended without just cause.” A week later, the Municipal Committee in Defense of
the Commons and Public Goods together with other organizations published a press release. "The
illegally imprisoned Guapinol River defenders must be released this week by the Court of Appeals
of La Ceiba who now have the case in their hands. Last Friday, Magistrates Irasema Guillén,
Rubenia Galeano, Jimmy Chirinos and Garin Enoc Urquia, received the appeal against the arbitrary
December 19, 2020 ruling issued by Judge Zoé Guifarro of the Court of Appeals of Tocoa, who,
without legal basis, denied to substitute the preventive measure of preventive detention during a
long expected hearing. The December ruling violated the Constitution, the Criminal Procedure
Code and international treaties and the defenders, in remand since September 1, 2019, now depend
on the judicial independence of the Appellate Court Magistrates to put an end to their arbitrary
detention."”® The same week, national and international human rights organizations continued to
call for their liberation.'” ' "The International Human Rights Clinic at the University of Virginia
School of Law, along with 11 international human rights organizations(1), today filed an amicus
curiae brief over the continued detention of the human right activists known as the “Guapinol Water
Defenders” who have spent more than 500 days in pre-trial detention for events related to a peaceful
protest to protect a water source in the Carlos Escaleras National Park. The COVID19 pandemic has
only compounded concerns over the defender’s health and well-being in prison.”

0n'102

On January 27 a press conference and protest rally was held outside the MP yesterday demanding
freedom for both the Guapinol defenders.'” '™ OACNUDH recalled the obligation of the justice
operators to guarantee the right to defend human rights.'® But for the time being, they all fell on
deaf ears and soon afterwards human rights defender and lawyer Edy Tabora denounced that the
Appeals Court failed to emit a resolution in the case. "It is unfortunate that the only deadlines that
the @PJdeHonduras strictly complies with are the vacation deadlines. What due process, what legal

certainty in Honduras!"'*

Corruption and Its Enemies

2021 started with over 25 high-level corruption cases scheduled at the courts, among them the re-
trial against the former first lady Rosa Elena Bonilla de Lobo.'”’
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Honduras dropped 11 position in the Corruption Perceptions Index'® reaching an all time low since
2012.' A day later, the newly appointed head of the disputed Transparency Secretariat showed her
real purpose, questioning the corruption index by Transparency International and trying to
whitewash the JOH regime.""’

The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

CESPAD published an important question on why the MP is ignoring the important work by
UFERCO. "However, since then, both the Attorney General, Oscar Fernando Chinchilla Banegas,
and the Director of Prosecutors, Daniel Arturo Sibrian Bueso, have forgotten about the
Prosecutorial Unit. Some investigating agents and prosecutors from other units claim that UFERCO
was left alone. "Neither the conditions for the personnel that used to be from UFECIC and now
from UFERCO, are the same. Their salaries were lowered and the interest of the Attorney General
himself declined to the extent that, since then, there is no communication neither with him nor with
the higher commands", said a former agent of the Public Prosecutor's Office.""! One man who
wants to change this, is Luis Santos, head of UFERCO.'* After the publication of the new
Corruption Perceptions Index (see above), he commented. "Surely, Honduras this year will be cited
as an example around the world, as one of the most corrupt countries, as was Singapore at the time,
since with consistent actions managed to reduce, in a little more than a decade the rates of
corruption. With the difference that Singapore bet seriously to the fight against corruption, passed
laws that led to jail the corrupt ... in Honduras the opposite happens, laws, reforms and
interpretations are passed that release the corrupt, which will worsen the situation more and more

nl13

every day.

Patuca lll

In yet another corruption case, Patuca III, the accused were absolved (see also last month)."*

Rosa Elena Bonilla de Lobo

More than a month has passed since new judges had been nominated in the corruption case against
the former first lady Rosa Elena Bonilla de Lobo, but so far they failed to set a new trial date.'”

CESPAD published an important piece of analysis on this case and the Pandora case. "In the
resolution of the Pandora and Caja chica de la Dama cases, the Supreme Court of Justice (CSJ) of
Honduras made an analysis far from carrying out a serious and effective investigation in accordance
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with the principles of due process, and the duty to issue decisions duly grounded, complete and
consistent with the claims of the parties. Likewise, it used arguments that were not duly reasoned
and, in the Pandora case, it violated the right to equality by granting unequal treatment to the
accused, conclude two legal watchdogs presented today in Tegucigalpa. The documents prepared by
the Center for the Study of Democracy (CESPAD), in collaboration with the Anti-Corruption
Coalition (CAC), and the support of Lawyers Without Borders Canada (ASFC), also point out that
the various appeals filed by UFECIC before the Judiciary, did not pave the way for rectification and
access to justice, while the resolutions of the CSJ, lacked the proper judicial motivation. All this, as
a whole, violated the guarantee of due process, by not respecting basic national and international
standards.""

Asfura

"The Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice (CSJ), declared in the last hours
without place the petition presented by the Prosecutor's Office in the case involving the mayor of
the capital, Nasry "Tito" Asfura. The Court of First Instance for the Deprivation of Property of Illicit
Origin, did not admit the request filed by the State Prosecutor's Office, in relation to the deprivation
of property of the mayor, Nasry "Tito" Asfura. According to the court's resolution, the admissibility
requirements were not met, since it was raised in an incorrect manner, with erroneous grounds, that

is to say, invoking equivalent assets as grounds."""’

IHSS

The MP sent out a press release stating that they were still awaiting the courts to set a new date in
the IHSS corruption case against Mario Roberto Zelaya Rojas and José Ramo6n Bertetty Osorio.''®

State Security Forces

There were some changes in the hierarchies of the National Police Force this month."?

Four members of the police force were accused of various crimes, among them theft with violence,
aggravated intimidation and illegal deprivation of liberty.’® In another case, four police agents

accused of various crimes were sent to pre-trial detention.'*!

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

The Convergence against Continuity and the Committee for the Freedom of Political Prisoners
reminded us about the fate of the political prisoners who still face criminalization while impunity
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reigns for the human rights violations by the JOH regime during the post-electoral repression three

years ago.'” '3

Assassinations

In April, four police agents will face trial for the murder of Rinel Argueta Oliva.'** A member of the
Military Police as well as a former member of the defunct DNIC were sent to pre-trial detention
accused of murder.' On January 19, the Security Secretariat confirmed that four members of the
police force were involved in the murder of Wilmer Rigoberto Posas Rios the previous Saturday in

Cofradia, Cortés.'?® 17

Penitentiary System

Prison authorities reported that a member of the Military Police was murdered by an inmate in the
Tamara prison.'?® Later this month, an inmate was murdered in the same prison.'” In Tamara, there
is also a women’s prison and this month, human rights organizations denounced the systematic
practice of torture in the facilities .'*

International Community

JOH had talked about it for more than a year, but this month he signed an agreement with the
executive director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNDOC), Ghada Waly, to
have an office opened in Honduras.” ' JOH presented it as an anti-corruption measure.
Historically, he always agreed to such things when he felt under pressure, e.g. opening the
OACNUDH office or agreeing to MACCIH, but once his position is firm again, he straight went on
to undermine their work and in the case of the MACCIH, get rid of it again entirely. Now, with the
regular snapshots of his drug trafficking links coming from the US, this may seem as a helpful
diversion again.

us

Biden took office this month in the US. There were widespread calls on the incoming
administration to thoroughly change US policy towards Central America."*® ** There were some
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hopeful signs, but also some very worrisome ones. The Honduras Solidarity Network denounced
that "Biden’s nomination for Secretary of Defence, General Lloyd Austin, is on board of directors of
Nucor Corporation, US steel company behind Honduran company using paramilitares to “secure”
their operations & hold Guapinol water defenders in prison".'* ** InSight Crime named migration,
corruption and drug trafficking as priorities for Biden. And regarding the latest, JOH was mentioned
prominently. "The Biden administration enters with Hernandez as a cautionary tale. It will need to
make sure that the DEA and officials involved in bilateral relations are not operating in “parallel
universes,” Olson said. Isolating Hernandez would also make a good starting point to show the
administration’s seriousness on anti-corruption efforts in the region, he said. A strong ambassador is
crucial, he said. “It’s almost easy for them,” Olson said, “because he is so damaged by these
cases.”"'¥ Latin America Daily Briefing published a great overview regarding Biden's planned
immigration reform."”® LAWG commented: “Will the $4 billion aid package for Central America
included in the immigration bill help solve why people are forced to flee their homes in Honduras,
Guatemala, and El Salvador?” asked LAWG co-director Lisa Haugaard. “That depends what’s in
the package and whether it is paired with strong diplomacy against the massive corruption, human
rights abuses, and authoritarian trends we are seeing in these countries. Pouring aid into corrupt,
predatory governments and abusive security forces is not the answer. Nor is the answer just
promoting private investment. Private and multilateral bank investments need strict safeguards in
countries like Honduras and Guatemala where the needs of indigenous, Afro-descendant and poor

communities are routinely ignored and their demands met with threats and violence.”"*

El Faro spoke with Juan Gonzalez, the National Security Council Senior Director for the Western
Hemisphere and, therefore, lead advisor to Biden's Latin American policy. In it, Gonzalez repeated
the myth of an effective Attorney General in Honduras.'*

EU

EU ambassador Jaume Segura met with Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla who this month had
faced a lot of criticism for the ongoing lack of results in corruption cases but also for shielding the
president from drug trafficking investigations.'*'

Drug Trafficking

Cespad published an article on drug trafficking and Geovanny Fuentes, InSight Crime on on drug
trafficking and Fredy Najera.'"* A cousin of the Valle Valle brothers was condemned to over seven
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months in prison for money laundering.'*

A Liberal mayoral candidate was arrested for drug
trafficking.'** The US Embassy announced that they would desist from the extradition request for
Victor Lorenzo Flores Pineda, linked to the case of the Valle brothers.'*> Convicted drug trafficker
and son of former president Pepe Lobo, Fabio Lobo, asked for a "compassionate release".'*® And
then, there is also the story of the former head of police Ricardo Ramirez del Cid who faces an
arrest warrant. He denounced that they, i.e. the JOH regime, is trying to silence him because he

made public acts of corruption committed by them.'*’

On January 17, ConfidencialHN reported: “Mauricio Hernandez Pineda, cousin of President Juan
Orlando Hernandez, is negotiating with the U.S. justice system to plead guilty to large-scale drug
trafficking. In a letter addressed today to Judge Kevin Castel, Howard Leader, the attorney in charge
of Mauricio Hernandez Pineda's case, told the Court that the defense and the prosecution are
currently in negotiations to define the agreements and conditions for Hernandez Pineda to plead
guilty."'*® The Pro Honduras Network later published another update. "Recent documents obtained
by Pro Honduras Network in the case of former police officer Juan Manuel Avila Meza, who was
accused of drug trafficking and those involving Ruben Santos, another former police officer, as part
of the criminal structure of the Cachiros in the distribution of cocaine to the United States, his
defense lawyer Linda George presented a declassified document as documentary evidence in
defense of Avila Meza which are excerpts from the report of Mario Mejia Vargas dated June 11,
2019, where Mauricio Hernandez confirms that Juan Orlando Hernandez and Tony Hernandez are
his cousins, in the report Hernandez Pineda emphasizes that he had contact with the Hernandez
Clan to obtain political power in the department of Copan and especially the department of

Lempira."'*

JOH

Thanks to a newly released US court document, JOH's drug trafficking links once again made
international headlines this month." ' The document reiterate that he received millions of dollars
in bribes, it has a alleged statement from JOH that he planned to shove drugs "right up the noses of
the gringos"'>
and it undermines another poster child of the US, Honduran Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla,

, it also highlights again the role of the Armed Forces in protecting drug traffickers, '

who allegedly also protected the drug trafficking activities of Tony Hernandez and other JOH
associates. Even corporate media outlets in Honduras could not ignore this, while also publishing
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statements of JOH denying all and everything."™ The next day, he even claimed that drug transit
through Honduras was reduced by 83% in the last years.'

But this did not convince and the coverage, nationally and internationally, continued. InSight Crime
wrote: "With new accusations that Honduras President Juan Orlando Hernandez directly brokered
deals to protect traffickers in exchange for drug money, the president himself has emerged as a
lynchpin in Honduras’ descent into a narco-state."'*® In Honduras, Victor Meza shared an important
observation: "Many will say that this is nothing new, that we already knew it and that it is of no
greater importance. They are wrong. It is true that many things are already public knowledge and
are aired in detail in the gatherings of friends or in the intimacy of the bedrooms. But there are still
many others that hide names and secrets, actions and excesses. And there, as they say, the devil is
hidden in the details. The novelty of the new revelations leaked from the judicial corridors of New
York is not only their official character but also the magnitude and dimension of their meaning.
State prosecutors, that is, operators of the American judicial system, have presented official
documents that involve our tenant of the Presidential House in criminal actions within the sinister

plot of organized crime in general and drug trafficking in particular. Nothing less.""’

The newest revelations were once again accompanied by questions regarding a future trial of JOH
in the US."™® Lawyer Ratil Pineda Alvarado presented the possibility that JOH may even promote
being accused in Honduras to avoid an eventual extradition to the US."™® Social movements and

organizations called on the MP to investigate JOH.'®

But at the same time, they put little faith in it.
"Criminal lawyer Omar Menjivar regretted on Wednesday that nothing happened in Honduras in
response to the accusations made by the New York prosecutor's office against Chief Executive Juan
Orlando Hernandez. Menjivar indicated that, although these conjectures are not new "what does
cause indignation is to know that the Public Ministry (MP), is colluded with all this criminal mafia
that has taken over the State."'®" As a consequence, there were also calls to get rid of Attorney

General Oscar Chinchilla.'® 16

On January 14, two Libre and a Pinu congressman presented an official call to impeach JOH to
Congress.'* CESPAD , meanwhile, published a new analysis on a possible trial of JOH in the US.'®
In Honduras, the impeachment was dead on arrival and was rejected by the Nationalist controlled
Congress.'®
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On January 21, the Pro Honduras Network reported that the sentencing of JOH's brother Tony
Hernandez would be postponed once again.'”” "Defense of Juan Antonio Hernandez requests that
the sentencing hearing be held until the Court resumes its normal activities."'® Later it was made
public that the new date was set to March 23.'%

At the end of the month, JOH gave an interview to AFP. He talked about his brother's situation, a
convicted drug trafficker awaiting his sentence.'”’ JOH claimed that the case would be revisited."
JOH also commented on what he intends to do once his presidency ends in January 2022 - leave
public live and write his memoirs.'”

Varia

JOH

Radio Progreso published an important short article on where to go from here, i.e. the situation in
Honduras and the newest revelations coming from the US. "In the spirit of seeking consensus, we
launch the first ones to be debated. In order to confront the crisis of the economic model, it is urgent
to: 1) promote a fiscal pact, which revises the payment of income tax to fortunes, tax exemptions
and tax evasion; 2) reach a consensus on labor, employment generation, labor laws and salaries; 3)
review the mining and hydroelectric concessions granted in the last decade; 4) review Coalianza
concessions and management of trusts.

With regard to the institutional collapse, it is urgent to work on these five consensuses: 1) establish
a new system of transparency in public management, to confront the high levels of corruption; 2)
review the mechanisms for second degree elections such as magistrates and general prosecutors and
appoint new authorities; 3) review the country's budgetary priorities; 4) a new proposal for the
health and education system; 5) electoral reforms that facilitate participation and transparency in the
process.

In environmental matters, at least four consensuses should be prioritized: 1) develop a proposal for
the reconstruction of embankments and dredging of the Chamelecén, Ultiia, Aguan rivers and their
relief channels; 2) appoint a commission to resolve land conflicts in Aguan, Zacate grande and other
regions of the country; 3) formulate a proposal to reactivate the country's agricultural system; 4)
propose the protection of the country's rivers and aquifers.
Here is a proposal for minimum consensus, all sectors can work their own; but the most urgent
consensus, and condition, is to throw Juan Orlando and his henchmen out of the Presidential House,

as the key to advancing the other consensuses."'”
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This month was also the third anniversary of the illegal inauguration of JOH after the electoral fraud
and post-electoral violence at the end of 2017 and beginning of 2018."”* ContraCorriente facts-
checked the recently presented report by JOH on his presidency in 2020.'

Hurricanes Eta and lota

The UN Office on humanitarian affairs communicated about the post-hurricanes situation in
Honduras. "Two months after the devastating impact of Tropical Storm Eta and Hurricane Iota in
Honduras, many people are still in shelters and parts of the country are still reeling from waters and
mud brought about by the floods. With needs continuing to mount, the UN and partners have issued
an addendum to the Flash Appeal that now sets the financing requirements at US$90 million to help
1.4 million particularly vulnerable people."'”® UNICEF also warned that the two hurricanes Eta and
Iota put 1.5 million Central American children at risk of serious illness due to water
contamination.'”” ContraCorriente also reported on the ongoing suffering in Honduras post-
hurricanes.'”®

Violence

Public display of violent murders, i.e. mutilated bodies wrapped in plastic, have made headlines in
the first days of 2021. "Carlos Leiva, a human rights defender, said the actions could be a practice
called "the Chinese box" or known in Honduras as a smoke screen to divert public attention from
President Juan Orlando Hernandez's recent involvement in drug trafficking by the New York
prosecutor's office. It could also be a manipulation technique where a problem is created in order to
seek a solution, and in that case it would be from the security issue (...) Another concern for human
rights organizations is that this type of situation may be used to generate terror in the population and

the electoral context is conducive to doing so."'”

Elections

Victor Meza, who conducted a study on vote buying in the 2013 elections, expressed fears that the
situation would be even worse this time around.'® Fears grew even further, when one of the three
companies that were disputing the provision of the election results transmission service withdrew in
the last hours under the argument that the short time frame wold not allow for quality work. '*' "The
withdrawal of Minsait Indra only confirms what several sectors have been indicating, that there are
no conditions for a process whether primary or general and this is because the rules of the game
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remain the same as those of the coup d'état and the elections of 2010, 2013 and 2017."'** And still in
the first week of January, there was also a scandal at the National Persons Registry (RNP)
highlighting possible acts of bribery.'® The RNP is responsible for the electoral census and later the

same month, they claimed to have corrected the errors in the census (see last month).'®*

Another problem regarding the elections has to do with the so-called Clean Politics Act. Luis
Zelaya, president of the Liberal Party, denounced that some proposed reforms to the law are due to
backroom dealings between the National Party and Yani Rosenthal, a pre-candidate for the Liberal
Party itself."® "The National Congress reformed the Clean Politics Act and now, those candidates
that due to illegal activity are unable to have bank accounts, will be able to designate third parties
for the collection of money from their political campaigns."'®*® CESPAD published an analysis on
the reform. It concludes: "The basic issue is that in Honduras, as in several Latin American
countries, there is no tradition in the prosecution of electoral crime. There is no history of
investigating electoral crime in the country, although there have been hundreds of complaints. In
some cases, for illicit association, they have been prosecuted, but as mentioned, outside the country
and by initiative and interest of the US justice system. In the Honduran context, the mandate to
oversee the financing of politics should be uncomfortable for the established political power, which
is currently agglutinated in the governing party. In this sense, the main state entity created to
oversee the financing of politics runs the risk of becoming a launderer of electoral processes with
very serious transparency problems, which basically reflects one of the many weaknesses of the

democratization process in the country.""”’

Padre Melo commented on the situation just weeks before the start of the primaries. ""This Political
Pact of Impunity is the instrument that leads the current electoral process," he said, explaining that
this pact has led to the definition of the two Honduras. The first is a deep humanitarian crisis (...)
This is not a temporary crisis, but a structural or fundamental one, which leads to the reality of the
coming years. (... ) The other Honduras is the one that leads the political electoral process, "which
has led us to believe that all problems are solved at the polls, therefore, whoever is outside the
electoral process is not Honduran and is a threat, so everyone to enlist, to seek elected office or
support candidates," he said explaining that the two Honduras are connected by a bridge, whose
keys to open the doors are held by the power group led by Juan Orlando Hernandez, so that the
political pact of impunity has control of these two Honduras."'® El Libertador additionally reported
on the problematic role of the Armed Forces in the electoral process.'®
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The discussion about the Electoral Law gained further attention when on January 11. Congress'
Nationalist Secretary Tomdas Zambrano claimed that the law would be approved in the next days.'
Opposition politicians from different parties reacted by denouncing that the purpose of the law was
to prevent the formation of party alliances and to promote the reelection of President Juan Orlando
Hernandez."" '** Libre further denounced the attempt by the National Party to have representatives
of all 14 parties present at the ballot tables where votes are counted. Small parties have in the past
sold off their credentials to the National Party giving them control over the ballot tables.'*

On January 17, CESPAD published a helpful overview of the discussions regarding the electoral
reforms up to that point."* Shortly afterwards, Libre congressman Ramén Soto said the following
about the situation: "The electoral law was consensual, signed, by the opinion commission, and
when it was going to be approved, there was a group, because it must be said, within the National
Party that they are called the "brainless, headless, heartless, who in the end opposed and turned
everything upside down."'® At the same time, Nationalist president of Congress Oscar Oliva
blamed the opposition.'*® Criterio, meanwhile, denounced that everything was being done that the
corrupt can continue to run Honduras, while those fighting against it, such as Maria Luisa Borjas,

are being criminalized and with this stopped to run for office."”

On January 23, campaigning officially started for the March primary elections.'”® '*° Biosecurity
protocols were clearly lacking.*

By the end of the month, the National Electoral Council (CNE) still did not know how the results of
the primary elections on March 14 would be transmitted.*®" "The ghost of electoral fraud could
come to light in the primary elections of March 14. So far everything points to the fact that the
process for the contracting of the company that will be in charge of the Transmission of Preliminary
Electoral Results (TREP) will be declared deserted. 47 days before the electoral process, the
situation is worrisome because the Honduran people still do not know which company will be in

charge of the transmission of the results of the primary elections”.**

Radio Progreso spoke with sociologist Eugenio Sosa about the coming electoral process and the
role of the primaries. ""These elections are in the hands of the political parties, here is going to be
tested what is the internal democratic quality of the political parties because they permanently
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demand national electoral democracy but when they go inward, their democratic quality, their

internal democracy and their electoral democracy of competition is very low."**

Migration

Human Rights Watch published a report on the US ‘Remain in Mexico’ Program. "Under the
“Remain in Mexico” program, people seeking asylum have to wait in Mexico and return
periodically to the United States for immigration court hearings. Formally known as the “Migration
Protection Protocols” (MPP), the program is anything but protective: it has sent people to some of
Mexico’s most dangerous cities and needlessly and foreseeably exposed them to considerable risk
of serious harm. People interviewed for this report, including children, described rape or attempted
rape and other sexual assault, abduction for ransom, extortion, armed robbery, and other crimes
committed against them. In many cases, their attackers targeted them as they arrived in Mexico after
their initial placement in the MPP or on their way back from court hearings, or as they left the
migrant shelters where they stayed. In some cases, Mexican immigration officers or police

committed these crimes."**

4797 Honduran children were deported in 2020.*°> On January 10, another 307 Hondurans were
deported from Mexico and the US to Honduras.**

A US Senate report highlighted this month the problems with the controversial third safe country
agreements between the US and El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala.””” *® At the same time, the
UN and IACHR urged an immediate adoption of the Law to Protect Internally Displaced People in

Honduras.?® 21°

Caravan

The first month of 2021, the first migrant caravan. They took off from San Pedro Sula on January

14.*"" Guatemala immediately announced that they would not let anyone in without being registered

212 They also decreed a so-called State of Prevention.’”* But

which includes a negative corona test.
already in Honduras, the situation looked grim. "In response to the refugee caravan, police check
points are set up in the same department where caravan is gathering. Apparently movement within
Honduran borders is also prohibited. US Embassy has been threatening action against caravan all

week. This is the response".*"
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The caravan is most likely the biggest one since the pandemic hit Honduras last year. Initial
estimates were around 300-4000, but later went up to 9000.>"> And they did not let themselves be
stopped. First, they successfully pushed through police barricades in Honduras and then later were
able to enter Guatemala.’'® The Guatemalan government officially wrote to the JOH regime asking
it "to contain the massive departure of its inhabitants".”"” A day later, Guatemala’s security forces
violently repressed the participants of the caravan. "On Radio Progreso's Facebook Live broadcast,
you can see people on the ground injured and being captured by the army."*® The Human Rights
Ombudsman of Guatemala, Jordan Rodas, expressed outrage about the events®® while the US
embassy thanked Guatemala for its "efforts".”® ! As a consequence, the violent repression
continued the next day.**

The verbal battle between the two countries also continued. Guatemala blaming Honduras for not
holding back its migrants, Honduras denouncing the violence against its people.”® On January 23,
ContraCorriente reported on the deported migrants “back in the Honduran mess”.?** Shortly
afterwards, Unicef warned about the situation of some 100 children who had participated in the

caravan. “Some of the minors are injured, extremely tired or with psychological trauma”.**

With the migrant caravans back in the headlines, Radio Progreso published an important article on
their significance. "The phenomenon of the caravans is the desperate expression of a population that
can no longer bear its situation of anguish and uncertainty, and that in these times has reached its
extremes of hunger and unemployment with the pandemic, the passage of hurricanes Eta and Iota,
plus the uncontrolled corruption of the core that is controlled by the State. All this is a pressure
cooker in a country where the government has abandoned social public policies, and has replaced
them with programs of the purest welfare populism, which in the end shows contempt for the
humble people.” MADJ added: "The caravans are the result of violence, impoverishment and
inequality caused by military interventions, the militarization of society, organized crime and
corruption and impunity on the part of the government, the National and Liberal Party, international

cooperation and the military forces."**

And Light at the End of a Month

?
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Another Month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland

Past Activities:

Upcoming Activities:

Subscribe to this monthly report: foro_honduras_suiza@riseup.net

Subscribe to our daily press overview: daniellm@bluewin.ch

Become a member: info@honduras-forum.ch

Support our work: IBAN: CH54 0900 0000 8003 3036 3

http://honduras-forum.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/Honduras-Forum-Schweiz-753337355053820/
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