a-CH

Honduras Forum Switzerland

Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — October 2018

On the rare occasions Honduras makes international headlines, it is rarely a good sign. The start of a
migrant caravan this month is not different, but it helped to further highlight the failures of the JOH
regime and how it comes back to haunt his US allies who back(ed) him. What is more, the
Honduran Judicial System showed its worst qualities during the ongoing Berta Caceres trial and
Honduran security forces violently evicted a months-long protest camp against a mining project.
Welcome to another month in Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Abbreviations

ASJ Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

BID Inter-American Development Bank

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CDM Center for Women's Rights

CIPRODEH Center for Human Rights Research and Promotion

CMH Medical Association Honduras

CNA National Anti-Corruption Council

COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
COIPRODEN Coordination of Private Institutions for Children’s Rights
CONADEH National Human Rights Commission

COPINH Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras
FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and

Justice Operators

FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras
FOSDEH Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

IACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFECIC Anti-Corruption Unit of the Attorney General’s Office
UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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Human Rights and Their Defenders

October started with the celebration of the work of HRD Padre Melo, who won the Champion for
Justice Award by the US NGO CARECEN. He dedicated the award to "the communities in
resistance", "the organizations proposing economic, political, legal and social alternatives", "the
indigenous and black communities" and "the community radios"." OACNUDH congratulated him.?
October is also the month in which the National Carlos Escaleras Award is presented. Out of the ten
Honduran HRDs nominated, Maria Ubaldina Santos made the race in the third edition of the
award.? She is the regional coordinator of MADJ in Atlantida and has suffered from displacements,
persecution and threats due to her work. She is also a beneficiary of special protection measures
granted by the IACHR in 2013.* The award is dedicated to the HRD Carlos Escaleras who was

murdered 21 years ago in the Bajo Aguan.

On October 24, the Monitoring Group of the Compliance with IACtHR Sentences held a public
forum in Tegucigalpa.” The forum focused on the challenges in investigating human rights
violations in Honduras.® 7 Defensores en Linea published the complete contribution by COFADEH's
general coordinator Bertha Oliva.?

Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

Last month, we reported on a further increase in attacks against HRDs, especially surrounding
extractive industry projects. US Senator and Congresswo/men reacted this month by publishing a
joint statement denouncing the “growing threats against human rights defenders, journalists, and
international human rights observers in Honduras™® (see also US sub-section further below). While
the Guardian covered the letter'®, Honduras’ corporate media outlet ignored it. And so did the JOH
regime as the criminalization continued in October unabated.

Six environmental defenders were criminalized for opposing illegal logging in the protected area
"Reserva Bioldgica El Chile"."" At the same time, the situation in Guapinol, where 18 local HRDs
were criminalized, further deteriorated' (see Mining sub-section). MADJ had an especially difficult
month." First, one of its activists was temporary kidnapped.'* *> On October 10, the 17-year old

http://wp.radioprogresohn.net/6276-2/
https://twitter.com/ONUDDHH/status/1049775200781430784
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MADJ activist, Fredy Ariel Diaz Molina, was arrested by the police. The latter willfully ignored
that he was supposed to benefit from special protection measures granted by the IACHR. He is part
of a local peaceful resistance camp against in Pajuiles against the hydroelectric project by
HIDROCEP. His arrest caused grave concerns, even more as the police initially claimed that they
had not arrested him and he was unaccounted for for various hours. After more than four hours the
authorities "found" him in a prison cell in Tela. He was arrested for "lack of respect for

authorities".'

Honduras’ campesino movement also suffered various attacks. On October 11, the campesino
cooperative in El Porvenir near Siguatepeque, Comayagua was violently evicted."” Two commandos
of the First Engineer Battalion of Siguatepeque joined by police agents violently evicted some 120
campesino families." Three days later, the regional secretary of the CNTC, Sebastidn Reyes, was
arrested in Ocotillo, Tutule, La Paz. He had previously suffered a criminalization process but in
August, he was provisionally acquitted making his arrest just another form of intimidation and
harassment.'® Before the month ended, another campesino leader, Santos Torres Ruiz, was arrested.
The leader at the Campesino Movement Gregorio Chavez is being criminalized by the JOH regime
and Dinant Corporation.”

Indigenous Peoples

October started with an attack on two young members of MILPAH on the way to a meeting of a
community radio station. Rauil Hernandez Hernandez and Santos Manuel Hernandez Lazo were
attacked with a knife and both of them had to be hospitalized.”' But October is also the month, in
which Honduras’ indigenous peoples commemorate the 526 anniversary of "resistance against the
annihilation of the peoples which began with the bloody invasion of the Spanish - and others - of
indigenous territories".” A new documentary published this month shows the ongoing struggle
highlighting the role of Garifuna women defending their land.*

FPIC

DPLF and Oxfam-Mexico published a report report this month on FPIC in Mexico which includes a
comparative analysis including Honduras.** At the same time, Radio Progreso highlighted the
importance of a proposal for auto-determination by Honduras' indigenous peoples coming directly
from them in opposition to State efforts to water it down.”

19 http://defensoresenlinea.com/alerta-capturan-a-secretario-regional-de-la-cntc-la-paz/
20 http://elpulso.hn/dpi-da-captura-a-dirigente-campesino-en-el-aguan/
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The Case of Berta Caceres

The Berta Caceres trial started in its second month in October. The Expert Observation Mission of
the Berta Caceres Case, consisting of seven Honduran, regional and international human rights
organizations, presented their preliminary findings for the time period of September 10-25 before
the trial had been suspended again.”® COPINH summarized the same time periods as follows:
"COPINH has taken the decision to insist that the trial be held when the basic conditions necessary
are met to develop a fair trial allowing to reach the truth about the murder of Berta Caceres. To
reach this, it is going to make use of all the legal resources so that the justice system guarantees the
rights of the victims, and even of the accused, with the satisfaction of the requests for information,
due process and access to justice." The JOH regime and the Judicial Power set up numerous hurdles
for them to succeed.” Among these are i) denying the live-streaming of the trial, ii) recognizing
COPINH and its members as a victim, and iii) the failure by the MP to share all relevant
information with all parties.” COPINH on various occasions than due process cannot be guaranteed
due to the lack of information sharing.” Due to this, CEJIL felt compelled to write an amicus curiae
to the Honduran judicial system.*

The JOH regime and the Judicial Power are especially keen to present the murder as an individual
act of violence instead of investigation the structural dimensions of the case. As a consequence,
Berta's family and COPINH filed a request with the Attorney General asking him to accuse the
structure that murdered Berta Céceres as an illicit association.* ** This request remained
unanswered as did, initially, the challenge against the sitting judges accused of being "partial,
leaving defendants and defendants defenseless, violating due process"*. Ignoring these legal
challenges and requests, a new trial date was set for October 15. The trial was shortly suspended
again after its restart when the legal team representing COPINH and Berta's family filed another
complaint against the judges of the Appeals Court accusing them of falsifying information.* *
Shortly before the trial even started again on October 20, the process became a total farce. Proceso
Digital made public that the tribunal excluded the legal team of COPINH and Berta’s family from
the trial.** COPINH denounced that the MP- which for 2.5 years "has demonstrated its inability and
unwillingness to diligently promote the judicial process, systematically practicing illegal acts
violating the rights to truth and justice" - now represented the interests of the victims in court.”
Amnesty International and other national and international human rights organizations denounced it

26 https://observacioncalificadabertacaceres.blogspot.com/2018/10/observaciones-preliminares.html

33 https://copinh.org/2018/10/alerta-tribunal-convoca-a-juicio-para-el-lunes-15-oct/

34 https://copinh.org/2018/10/se-suspende-juicio-en-la-causa-berta-caceres/

35 https://copinh.org/2018/10/video-equipo-legal-presenta-denuncia-ante-el-ministerio-publico/

Page 6 out of 23


https://copinh.org/2018/10/tribunal-deja-sin-representacion-legal-a-victimas-en-la-causa-berta-caceres/
http://www.proceso.hn/actualidad/7-actualidad/caso-berta-caceres-ordenan-iniciar-juicio-este-sabado-y-excluyen-del-mismo-a-abogados-acusadores.html
https://copinh.org/2018/10/video-equipo-legal-presenta-denuncia-ante-el-ministerio-publico/
https://copinh.org/2018/10/se-suspende-juicio-en-la-causa-berta-caceres/
https://copinh.org/2018/10/alerta-tribunal-convoca-a-juicio-para-el-lunes-15-oct/
http://www.conexihon.hn/index.php/dh/828-copinh-exige-al-mp-que-rompa-la-impunidad-en-la-causa-berta-caceres
https://criterio.hn/2018/10/12/familia-pide-a-fiscal-general-que-acuse-de-asociacion-ilicita-a-asesinos-de-berta-caceres/
https://www.cejil.org/es/exigimos-al-estado-honduras-garantizar-transparencia-y-publicidad-juicio-berta-caceres
https://copinh.org/2018/10/por-que-el-primer-juicio-en-la-causa-berta-caceres-no-debe-iniciar-en-estas-condiciones/
https://copinh.org/2018/10/opinh-junto-al-equipo-legal-que-acompana-la-causa-berta-caceres-no-pasara-por-alto-ninguna-irregularidad-durante-este-proceso/
https://copinh.org/2018/10/actualizacion-sobre-la-causa-berta-caceres-en-honduras/
https://observacioncalificadabertacaceres.blogspot.com/2018/10/observaciones-preliminares.html

a-CH

Honduras Forum Switzerland

as a further violation of due process.® * % Guardian journalist Nina Lakhani succinctly summarized
the situation. "The trial of eight men accused over the murder of Honduran indigenous leader Berta
Céceres has been thrown into disarray after judges ousted the victim’s lawyers from proceedings.
The legally suspect ruling in the country’s most high-profile case leaves the verdict vulnerable to
appeal. The case is considered a litmus test for the justice system which has received millions of

dollars of international aid in recent years."*'

COPINH and Berta’s family held a press conference on October 24 declaring their rebellion against
this farce and injustice. "If the Sentencing Court presided by Esther Carolina Flores thinks that they
can quiet or stop our search for justice, they are mistaken. We will not rest until all of the
masterminds of the assassination of Berta Caceres and attempted assassination of Gustavo Castro
have been punished. The international community should not accept the legitimacy of this
miscarriage of justice. The Honduran state will have to answer internationally for its failures. The
thirst for justice is enormous, their illegal rulings will not quench it."* Writing this in November,
one can already highlight the disappointed lack of public response by the international community
(apart from human rights organizations) to this unbearable situation. While COPINH and Honduran
social movements protested outside of the Supreme Court, the trial continued inside on October
25.%8

LGBTI

The Evangelical Confraternity in form of the priest Alberto Solérzano* and JOH publicly opposed
same-sex marriage.” These statements have to be seen in the light of a IACtHR ruling from this
January in favor of same-sex marriage. Just a day after their public statements, both men doubled
down® ¥, the former even threatening with protests if the Honduran Constitutional Chamber would
dare following the ruling.” El Pulso presented an important overview of this very orchestrated
campaign.® The Committee for Diversity reacted by filing a complaint at the MP against JOH and

the Evangelical Confraternity for promoting hate speech against the LGBTI community.*

38 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR3792862018SPANISH.PDF
39 http://lawg.org/component/content/article/98/2122#new _tab

49 http://elpulso.hn/el-hambre-de-poder-del-conservadurismo-del-siglo-xxi/

50

http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/contexto/item/2308-el-comite-de-la-diversidad-denuncia-ante-el-ministerio-publico-al-presidente-de-la-republica-y-a-confraternidad-
evangelica-por-promover-discurso-de-odio-contra-la-comunidad-lgtb
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Freedom of Expression and Journalists

The difficult situation for journalists in Honduras seems to start early in their career. Thelma Mejia,

journalist and university teacher for upcoming journalists, denounces that the initial enthusiasm of
incoming students soon fades away when they become aware of the obstacles they will face put in
place by the JOH regime.*' Sometimes the JOH regime gets its cues from the US. This month, both
the US chargé d’affaires Heide Fulton and JOH blocked some journalists on Twitter because they
reported on the migrant caravan. C-Libre cited the Mexican organization Article 19 which considers
blocking by public officials on Twitter as an act of censorship. ** Another form of censorship may
be in the form of taking away the motorcycle of a journalist. This month, the police
decommissioned the motorcycle of journalist Juan Zepeda Vasquez as he was reporting on a crime.
According to him, he was accused of photographing the crime scene before the police arrived.

As the aspiring journalist go out into the field, physical attacks become a further obstacle. This
happened on several occasions this month, especially against the journalists covering the bi-weekly
protests in Choluteca against the rising energy prices.> Another attack by state security forces
against journalists took place during the repression of the Caravan of Dignity (see also Migration
sub-section).>® Reporting on corruption is also greeted by harassment.® Women journalist face an
additional risk of harassment on social media as denounced by C-Libre this month.*

Femicide

Expediente Publico started an informative three-part series on "the risk of being a woman in
Honduras". In October, Part 1°® and 2* have already been published. Femicide and violence against
women was also a prominent topic this month when the push factors of the migrant caravan were
discussed® (see also the sub-section on this topic further down).

Protection Mechanism

Amnesty International published a short overview of all the state protection mechanisms in the
Americas.® Pasos de Animal Grande summarized the document focusing on the Honduran
example.®
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Political Prisoners

The Inter-American Human Rights Commission (IACHR) held its 169th period of hearings in
October. One hearing was granted to CEJIL and the Coalition against Impunity on the topic of the
political prisoners in Honduras.®> Commissioner Joel Herndndez said that they will closely monitor
the situation in Honduras.* The JOH regime, meanwhile, tried to pretend that there are no political
prisoners in Honduras.® ® At the end of the month, Salvador Nasralla claimed that the political
prisoners will be released as a result of the National Dialogue.®” We will know more in November.

Extractive Industries

There are two ways to force through extractive projects in Honduras; ignoring existing laws or
weakening them. The Institute for Environmental Law of Honduras (IDAMHO) denounced an
attempt to reform the forest law which would further shrink its potential to protect Honduras' forests
from over-exploitation.®® A further approach may be to restrict information about the projects to
weaken protests. We have seen this last month with a ministerial agreement restricting access to
information about extractive projects (see last month’s report). IDAMHO published some additional
information on this.*

Mining

One mining project continues to occupy the headlines. Already in July, inhabitants of Guapinol near
Tocoa, Coldn set up a peaceful protest camp against the mining project by Inversiones Los Pinares
— an example of people sovereignty according to Radio Progreso.”” The mine In question intends to
mine iron oxide "one of the most destructive [forms of mining] and with only a minimal profit
margin due to its ridiculous [low] price on the international market".”" The mining project is placed
inside a national park and it will affect the water resources of 14 communities.”> 18 local HRDs face
arrest warrants and on October 6, the JOH regime ordered their arrest. The arrest warrants were
emitted by a court with national jurisdiction which had initially been created to fight organized
crime. These courts work together with Fusina and rely heavily on the Armed Forces for detentions
and investigations.” The Coalition against Impunity condemned this new level of criminalization.”
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The company, which belongs to Lenir Pérez and Ana Isabel Facussé, presented themselves as
victim, seeking out the help of the UN to mediate with "the people obstructing development"”. Just
last month, private security guards employed by the mine shot at the peaceful protesters (see last
month’s report). The local community, meanwhile, received national and international letters of
solidarity from human rights organization.”® ”” Nevertheless, the mining company in collaboration
with the JOH regime continued to denigrate and criminalize the protest. The situation turned from
bad to worse on October 27. State security forces violently evicted the camp.” Local members of
the protest denounced that pregnant women and teenagers were beaten and that children fainted.”
At least someone was arrested and they denounce that the police did not tell them to which station
he was taken.® A day later, COPINH denounced that after the eviction, heavily armed men
belonging to the mine reappeared in the community spreading fear.®" Additionally, the JOH regime
further militarized the region and established a curfew at 6pm.* On October 29, two members of
the Armed Forces died. El Tiempo wrote about a confrontation between civilians and state security
forces.® Criterio, meanwhile, wrote that the state security forces had been attacked but it was
unknown by whom.® The Armed Forces later held criminal groups responsible for the deaths.® The
Alignment against the Reelection (CCC) held a press conference denouncing that "actions of war"
have taken place in Guapinol and they condemned the militarization of the area.?® * In a press
release, CEJIL condemned the repression and violent eviction of state security forces in Guapinol.
Marcia Aguiluz, director of CEJIL for Central America and Mexico, stressed that "the persecution
the community of Guapinol faces today is part of a systematic practice in Honduras, where
companies in collusion with state authorities have private security agents in order to to control the
territory and threaten the security of the community. This project is a new expression of the model

that promotes the extraction of natural resources over the welfare of the majority."*

On October 30, Libre published a press release announcing that they had nominated a commission

1_89

to investigate the human rights violation taking place in Guapinol.” The investigation will include

the local mayor of Tocoa, Adan Funes, who belongs to Libre.”

86 http://www.conexihon.hn/index.php/dh/854-convergencia-denuncia-operativos-de-guerra-contra-defensores-de-bienes-comunes-y-territorios

87 http://defensoresenlinea.com/urgent-action-violent-eviction-of-the-encampment-for-life-in-guapinol/

89 https://criterio.hn/2018/10/30/libre-investigara-violacion-de-derechos-humanos-y-la-explotacion-minera-a-cielo-abierto-en-tocoa-colon/

https://www.cejil.org/es/honduras-condenamos-acciones-estatales-que-ponen-riesgo-derecho-al-agua-guapinol-tocoa

90  hupsucriterio.hn/2018/10/30/ante-conflicto-por-proyecto-minero-piden-a-autoridades-de-libre-investigar-a-alcalde-de-tocoa/

Page 10 out of 23


https://criterio.hn/2018/10/30/ante-conflicto-por-proyecto-minero-piden-a-autoridades-de-libre-investigar-a-alcalde-de-tocoa/
https://criterio.hn/2018/10/30/libre-investigara-violacion-de-derechos-humanos-y-la-explotacion-minera-a-cielo-abierto-en-tocoa-colon/
https://www.cejil.org/es/honduras-condenamos-acciones-estatales-que-ponen-riesgo-derecho-al-agua-guapinol-tocoa
http://defensoresenlinea.com/urgent-action-violent-eviction-of-the-encampment-for-life-in-guapinol/
http://www.conexihon.hn/index.php/dh/854-convergencia-denuncia-operativos-de-guerra-contra-defensores-de-bienes-comunes-y-territorios
https://confidencialhn.com/ffaa-estan-seguras-que-hubo-bandas-criminales-en-protesta-que-murieron-dos-militares/
https://criterio.hn/2018/10/29/dos-militares-muertos-luego-que-regimen-militariza-el-sector-de-tocoa-colon/
https://tiempo.hn/guerra-minera-militares-mueren-durante-enfrentamiento-con-pobladores-tocoa/
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3055-alerta-honduras-campesinos-de-guapinol-advierten-caceria-en-estado-de-sitio-de-esta-noche
https://www.facebook.com/copinh.intibuca/posts/2171726679767766
https://tiempo.hn/con-bombas-lacrimogenas-y-golpes-desalojo-la-policia-a-hondurenos-del-campamento-guapinol-colon/
http://www.proceso.hn/mas-noticias/32-m%C3%A1s-noticias/desalojan-a-manifestantes-en-empresa-minera-en-tocoa-colon.html
https://confidencialhn.com/fuerza-publica-reprime-a-pobladores-de-comunidad-por-danos-de-minera/
http://defensoresenlinea.com/honduras-nueva-ola-de-criminalizacion-de-las-personas-defensoras-de-derechos-humanos-en-el-bajo-aguan/
https://tiempo.hn/conferencia-episcopal-pide-a-los-politicos-que-busquen-la-unidad-y-no-el-conflicto/
https://confidencialhn.com/habitantes-de-colon-piden-a-onu-dialogar-con-opositores-de-proyectos-mineros/

a-CH

Honduras Forum Switzerland

Corruption and Its Enemies

This month, corruption in Honduras public sector was widely discussed as the CNA presented new

corruption cases in Honduras' public health system.” 215 current and former State functionaries are
involved and that the sum in question is at least 44 million Lempiras.”” According to the CNA, some
50% of the health budget is lost due to corruption.”® Apparently, there is there is one congressman at
the center of the new corruption cases, but the CNA won't give either name nor party.”* Back in
February, the CNA had already reported on corruption in the public health system which involved
the Nationalist congressman Rolando Dubdon Bueso. The CNA criticized that they cannot reveal the
name of the person due to a bill recently approved in Congress which aims to protect corrupt
officials (see next sub-section).”

There were further corruption cases that came to light or to trial this month. The mayor of Puerto
Cortés was accused of corruption.”® The former Nationalist congressman Roger Arquimedes Quiroz
was found guilty of tax fraud®” and the Constitutional Chamber rejected an appeal by the Nationalist
congresswoman Sara Medina Galo investigated for corruption.?® El Pulso published an overview of
the cases of corruption linked to the National Persons Registry (RNP) in the last years. Just between
2017 and 2018, some 100 cases have been documented.”® Last but not least, the former Assistant
Bishop of Tegucigalpa, Juan José Pineda, accessed some 30 million Lempiras from the 'tasa de
seguridad' without much accountability.'*

The entities fighting for corruption showed some signs of life this month. The MACCIH held a
meeting with the MP to support the implementation of complaints system for corruption'” and the
TSC demanded more power to fight corruption.'® The MACCIH also handed in its newest report to
the OAS, but no details have surfaced so far.!®

The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

Last month, we saw further attempts to undermine the current president of the CNA, Gabriella
Castellanos (see last month’s report). On October 1, she was confirmed in her position'® and in a
newspaper interview she highlighted the important collaboration with the MACCIH.'* Both
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institution will face a new obstacle in their anti-corruption struggle. Congress approved a bill
prohibiting the names of people having been arrested.'® On first sight, this bill wants to upheld the
presumption of innocence, but it is widely interpreted as further protection for corrupt officials.*”
The Journalists Association Honduras (CPH) called it a new gag order for journalists.'®

The same TSC that demanded more power to fight corruption (see above) made negative headlines
when the MP informed that it had failed so far this year to answer to any of the requests by the MP
regarding illicit enrichment by former public officials and members of the National Police.'®”

Pandora Case

News about the Pandora information case has decrease substantially since was made public some
months ago. This month, a judge denied to lift the arrest warrant against Elvin Santos Lozano. He is
currently hospitalized outside the country and his legal teams claims that he would like to present
himself voluntarily for questioning but only if the arrest warrant would be lifted."°

Judiciary Council

Already last month, the initial accusations against the former members of the Judiciary Council
which had led to pre-trial detentions were dropped allowing all except one to leave prison (see last
month’s report). This month, the legal team of the one remaining in pre-trial detention, its former
vice-president Teodoro Bonilla, presented new appeals to also get him out of prison.'"

The Case against the Former First Lady Rosa Elena de Lobo

Since her pre-trial detention this February, several legal challenges have been filed by the legal team
of former first lady Rosa Elena Bonilla de Lobo. October started with another unsuccessful

112
t.

attempt."? But by mid-October, she had been transferred to a hospital for health issues' and later

on, the Constitution Chamber admitted an further appeal.'*

State Security Forces

Last month, there was a lot of discussion regarding security spending as Congress debated the 2019
general budget'™ (see last month’s report). In October, an analysis by FOSDEH found that the JOH
regime spent at least 450 million Lempiras on arms sales in 2017."° Additional money for security
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and defense comes from the security tax 'tasa de seguridad'. By the end of 2018, it will have
gathered more than 2 billion Lempiras. More than 60% of it have flown directly to the National
Police, the Armed Forces and the Military Police."” The beneficiary of the security budget
continued to make worrisome headlines this month. A member of the Armed Forces faced trial for
selling military clothing to gang members."® A member of the Military Police was arrested accused
of murder' and three active member and a purged member of the National Police Force faced trial
for corruption.'® Another active member of the police force has to await trial in prison accused of
bribery.'*" An investigation by Reporteros de Investigaciéon found links of members of the Armed

Forces to human trafficking.'”

The main headlines came from two additional cases. First, on October 8, the MP went after an
alleged corrupt and still active police commissioner, Lorgio Oqueli Mejia Tinoco. They seized 31
goods and properties from him and his family.' Lorgio Oqueli Mejia Tinoco presented himself to
the MP, but he was not arrested'** while two former police official, José Elias Bustillo Carias and
Miladis Davila, were arrested.'®> The arrest of Bustillo Carias was interesting as he had previously
been certified by the purging committee.'* Mejia Tinoco is also an interesting person as he was the
head of the human rights office at the Security Secretariat. According to COPINH, the investigation
of him reflected well the state of human rights in Honduras and the lack of defense for HRDs."*’
COFADEH agreed."*® Furthermore, Mejia Tinoco was a sub-commissioner when the purging
committee investigated him and others in 2016. He and 66 others were certified by the commission
and this year he was promoted to the position of a commissioner.'** Because the MP failed to arrest
him when he voluntarily showed up at their offices, he fled afterwards and Interpol was included in
his search.'

The second case took place at the end of the month. The Military Police sprayed a family van with
bullets hurting three children inside the car. The family was on its way to the hospital to seek
medical attention for their 14-year old daughter when they suddenly were persecuted and shot at."'

The police reacted with a press release failing to explain why they followed and shot at the family
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mentioning solely that there was a confrontation with a gang and the Military Police."** The next
day, three police agents were arrested.'*

By the end of October, the purging committee has been in place for 30 months."** In total, they have
presented 830 files to the Bureau of Disciplinary Police Affairs (Didapol).'® At the same time, the
lawyer and legal representative of purged members of the police forces, Rosmel Lanza, denounced
that they had acted arbitrarily against some 1000 former members and that they were separated
without due cause nor process."*® Additionally, there are some 700 open complaints by purged
members of the police' and purged members of the National Police had in total received 745.6
million Lempiras in compensations.'*® At the end of October, the Security Secretariat announced
new changes in the leadership of the National Police Force.'®

October brought to light further worrisome developments at the Forensic Medicine department. Its
director Julissa Villanueva anew denounced the lack of support she gets from the illegally reelected
Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla.'*® ConfidencialHN reported on plans at the MP to get rid of
her."! Villanueva has been pushing for months for an investigation into the murder of ATIC regional
director Sheril Yubissa Hernandez, a murder which the ATIC tried to present as a suicide.

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

Out of the blue, the MP informed on October 17 that they would question the head of the Armed
Forces about the post-electoral violence.'** '** They demanded detailed information from the Armed
Forces, but they either failed to answer or said that the information was classified."** Even worse,
General Rene Ponce Fonseca claimed that "at no time have we shot any citizen".'*> On October 22,

146
t

the Armed Forces handed it a report'®, but so far no details have been made public about its content

nor scope.

Repressions

For weeks, Hondurans have taken to the streets against the rising energy prices. This month, there
protest were violently repressed on at least two occasions.'”” On one occasion, two children were
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hurt, one of them had to be transferred to the hospital."*® On October 13, the state security forces
additionally went after journalist and HRDs accompanying the protest.'*

Penitentiary System

September ended with a prison riot, two dead inmates and several wounded™® (see also last month’s
report). Conaprev denounced that inmates are not separated by certain categories which causes a lot
of unrest.” While the deputy director of the National Penitentiary Institute (INP) told the media
that such fights inside prisons are normal, CODEH demanded an intervention of the INP.">
Honduras’ prison not only suffer from violence, but also gruesome health conditions. Family
members sought out Conaprev to file complaints for an ongoing tuberculosis outbreak.'** Another
problem is overpopulation. The 28 prisons are 400% overpopulated. One reason for this is an
increased by 222% since 2010 of small-scale drug dealers.”** An investigation by Expediente
Piblico showed that this did not to a decrease in drug-related homicides."®

On October 7, two more inmates were stabbed to death in the so-called maximum security prison El
Pozo."® Three days before, an inmate had fled from the same prison'’ and the same day, eleven
alleged gang members fled from the youth detention center Renaciendo.'*® The month ended with
another prison break."®

Militarization

On October 3, the Honduran Armed Forces celebrated the Day of the Soldier.'® While they
celebrated, Defensores en Linea interviewed several civil society and social movements
representatives in Honduras's south who all denounced an increasing militarization of the region.'®!
Later this month, Juan Almendares Bonilla presented at a roundtable on Militarization and Human
Rights in which he presented the role of the Armed Forces throughout Honduras' history, especially

in promoting a extractive economic model.'*
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International Community

The Inter-American Development Bank (BID) continues to sign agreements with the JOH regime.
This month, the bank granted a $90 million loan tn to improve the logistic sector.'®3

US

The US and Mexico co-hosts a second edition of the Prosperity and Security Conference in Central
America.'® US vice-president Mike Pence attended and praised the illegal reelection of Attorney
General Oscar Chinchilla'®® while also mentioning growing US' concern regarding diplomatic ties
between China and Central American countries while cutting the ties with Taiwan.'®®

Last month, we reported on a further increase in attacks against HRDs, especially surrounding
extractive industry projects. This situation caused a reaction in the US. "Senator Edward J. Markey
(D-Mass.) and Representative Jan Schakowsky (IL-09) today led a letter with 50 of their Senate and
House colleagues highlighting the growing threats against human rights defenders, journalists, and
international human rights observers in Honduras. The lawmakers cite death threats to journalists
and human rights groups, expulsions of Americans and other non-Hondurans documenting human
rights violations, and intimidation campaigns against members of civil society as grave concerns
around Honduras’s human rights record. In their letter, the Senator Markey, Congresswoman
Schakowsky, and the lawmakers call on the Trump administration to request the Honduran
government immediately investigate these attacks, direct the State Department to reassess its
certification of human rights conditions in Honduras, investigate threats against Americans, and

publicly express concern about these attacks."'®’

EU

The Spanish development agency celebrates 30 years in Honduras this month.'®® Back in Spain,
congressman Pedro Arrojo asked the Spanish government in Congress what they are doing to stop
the assassinations of Honduran HRDs such as Berta Caceres.'® '° Germany continues to be
involved with the construction of the Palmerola airport and Jens Krause was in Honduras this
month to present an economic development plan around the airport.'”* The EU together with the
Dutch institute NIMD presented the PROdemos project which proposes “to strengthen the parties in
their role as representatives of the needs and fundamental aspirations of the Honduran

population."'’
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Varia

Poverty

Hondurans already suffering from poverty found themselves in a worse position this month as
energy (see also the next sub-section) and fuel prices continued to rise.'”” Every Wednesday and
Saturday, people in Choluteca take to the streets to protest against the Energy Honduras (EEH)
which they hold responsible for the price rises together with the JOH regime.'’* The latter used state
security forces to repress the protests.'” Pinu congresswoman Doris Gutiérrez denounced that the
price rises disproportionately affects poor women and small-scale merchants.”® A UNICEF report
found this month that three out of five Honduran children are poor and one out of four lives in
extreme poverty.'”” While the poor suffer, it is estimated that Honduras will lose more than 181
billion Lempiras due to tax exemptions in the coming four years.'”®

Electric Energy System

This month, JOH once more announced an overhaul of the electric energy system'” just as his
Finance Secretary Rocio Tabora announced the next increase in energy prices.'*® According to the
head of the ENEE, his company will disappear by January 1 and three companies will take over for
the generating, transmission and distribution of the electric energy. He claims that this does not
mean privatization.'® The former PAC congressman Anibal Célix criticized the planned
restructuring of ENEE claiming that it only benefits a small elite.'® The Honduran people,
meanwhile, took to the streets to protest against the rising electricity prices. On October 13,
members of the police and the military violently repressed the protesters as well as a journalist and
several HRDs accompanying them.'®

Public Health

These last months, the Medical Association of Honduras (CMH) denounced that the JOH regime is
laying the ground for privatization in the public health sector by actively causing a situation of
crisis. The president of the Sitramedhys labor union shares this fear.'®* One tool JOH has as his
disposal is the intervention committee for the health sector presented last month. The CMH
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presented a legal challenge against its members for conflicts of interest.'® The public health system
is further undermined by corruption. According to the director of the CNA), Gabriela Castellanos,
some 50% of the health budget is lost due to corruption.'®®

On October 8, the medical staff at the Mario Catarino Rivas hospital in San Pedro Sula started strike
actions as the JOH regime continued to fail paying them outstanding wages.""’

National Dialogue

September ended with the withdrawal of the Liberal Party from the National Dialogue. By October
9, they announced their reintegration.'® Interestingly, they conditioned it to an amnesty for the
political prisoners (see also the Political Prisoners section).'® Some days later, they backtracked

from their promise to return'® and the dialogue was suspended again.'"

On October 13, Congress’ president Mauricio Oliva traveled to the US to sign a cooperation
agreement with the OAS regarding electoral reforms."* For this occasion, the OAS will formed an
expert group to elaborate a proposal which will be handed over latest by December 31."* When
they arrived in Honduras, Libre announced that they won’t accept any legalization of the
presidential reelection without a popular consultation.'** There was also criticism that Honduras had
to pay 6 million Lempiras to the OAS for the expert commission.'* ' The month ended without
any note-worthy results and the UN representative Igor Garafulic announced that the dialogue will
continue at least until November 15."’

Liberal Party

Last month, we reported on the internal disputes inside the Liberal Party. In October, things calmed
down a bit, as the Disciplinary Commission of the Liberal Party decided against the expulsion of
the 13 congresswo/men who had assisted the second inauguration of JOH.'® Yet throughout the
month, there was no decision made (public) regarding the seventeen congresswo/men who had
approved the intervention of the National Persons Registry (RNP). The Liberal Party instead tried to
move public interest away from their internal affairs by announcing a new opposition block called
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"Union for Honduras"." According to its president, a united opposition should get rid of JOH by

installing a transitory government to prepare elections.**® 2!

Migration

October started with a trip by the US. Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Kevin
McAleenan’s trip to Central America. US civil society organizations “express grave concern over
comments made by the Commissioner that completely disregard violence as a major push factor in
driving forced migration from Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador”.?®* No one expected at that
time that just days later, the Trump administration would get ample time to learn about the different
factors driving Hondurans to migrate.

On October 11, some 500 Hondurans gathered in San Pedro Sula to travel together to the US.**
Already the next day, the number increased to some 2500 as people believed that the high number
serve as a protection on the dangerous journey northwards.”® Social media and especially the
messaging service WhatsApp helped bring together people with the same wish to flee the Honduran
reality.”” As this shone a bad light on the JOH regime, they immediately pushed the narrative of a
politically motivated organization of what became known as the migrant caravan.?*® The Trump
administration initially countered the caravan with a discourse of the allegedly improved situation
in Honduras: "The situation in Honduras has improved markedly, and this trend will only continue
if its citizens remain and invest their extraordinary potential here." ** **® This was more than cynical
as just in the previous month, the US had renewed its travel warning to this "markedly improved
country" and US foreign policy is one of the push factors driving Hondurans to migrate.** The
Trump administration soon dropped this narrative and backed up the JOH regime with the same
unfounded statements about the political opposition organizing the caravan.

Honduran civil society organization presented more convincing reasons for Hondurans fleeing from
their country. Radio Progreso presented the caravan as "the most obvious expression of politicians
and a state policy based on a development model of exploiting natural resources and accelerating
the privatization of public services".*" The coordinator of FOSDEH, Mauricio Diaz, agreed
concluding that failed state policies had made Honduras into one of the poorest in Latin America
and "a migrant factory".”" UNAH sociologist Leticia Salomén presented some of the lessons that
should be drawn from the migration crisis: i) the failure of the security policy of the JOH regime; ii)
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the subordination of the JOH regime to US interests; iii) the failure to invest in social policy; iv) the
failure of Honduras' economic policy; v) the worsening of corruption and impunity; and vi) the
migration crisis as a long-overdue bill to all those who supported the illegal reelection and the
electoral fraud.*?

On October 14, the caravan reached Guatemala. Initially, its government announced to deny entry
to the Honduran migrants®'?, but the same day they backtracked and let them in.*** At this stage, the
caravan had grown to some 4000 people.*"® The Trump administration got nervous: Trump
threatened to cut Honduran aid*® and vice-president Mike Pence called JOH.?” At the same time,
the denigration and criminalization campaign by the JOH regime*® and its US ally*'* demanded its
first victim. Journalist and former Libre congressman Bartolo Fuentes was arrested by the
Guatemalan police.”® He had been accompanying the caravan from the beginning reporting on their
situation. For his work as a journalist, Fuentes had been persecuted before by the JOH regime.**!
Two days after his arrest, Fuentes was deported to Honduras.”” Upon his arrival, the Honduras'
Foreign Secretary, Maria Dolores Agiiero, demanded an MP investigation against him.**® C-Libre
denounced that these accusations put him in danger.”** Fuentes seemed to share this view and on
October 31, he announced that he had left Honduras.**

Even before the caravan had reached Mexico, Trump already threatened to deploy the US military
to the US southern border.**® While Trump presented the migrants as criminals and a threat to the
US*’, US Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky pointed out that the migrants are rather fleeing from a
threat built up by the US: "The migrant caravan struggling toward our border is a direct result of
Juan Orlando Hernandez’s anti-democratic regime. We must support these refugees and stop turning
a blind eye to Hernandez’s repression and violence."**® *** The “anti-democratic regime” threatened
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at this point the political opposition with criminal investigation still unconvincingly~" claiming that

they had organized the caravan.”'
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On October 12, the first Hondurans making up the caravan reached and crossed the Mexican
border.”* They were greeted with repression when hours before the US Secretary of State, Mike
Pompeo, had traveled to Mexico urging the Mexican government to stop the caravan.” When a
second caravan arrived, the repression led to the death of young Honduran man from Tegucigalpa,
Henry Adalid Diaz Reyes.”** The Mexican police used rubber bullets to repress migrants trying to
cross the border. Diaz Reyes died when a bullet hit his head.?* The JOH regime, meanwhile,
outright closed its border to Guatemala for several days.**® **” They also started claiming publicly
that thousands of migrants had already returned to Honduras which was later questioned by
independent observers.?® Instead of returning, new groups of people came together to jointly travel
north.*

On October 22, Hondurans in support with their fleeing brothers and sisters took to the streets in the
Caravan for Dignity** following a call by the Alignment against Continuity. They started a four-
days march towards the capital. Padre Melo summarizes their goal as follows: "We will be in
Tegucigalpa this Friday, in this journey led by the Alignment, which is a nonpartisan instance of
articulation of the Honduran social movement, which was born to fight against the continuity of the
neoliberal model producing exclusion and violence, and against the continuity of the authoritarian
and illegal project of Juan Orlando Hernandez."**' When it arrived in Tegucigalpa, the Caravan of

Dignity was greeted by state repression.>* ***

Heavy Rainfalls

Honduras suffered from heavy rainfalls this month which cost the lives of at least eight
Hondurans.*** A report by ContraCorriente highlights the especially high vulnerability of Honduras’
capital Tegucigalpa.**® HRDs denounced the failures by the JOH regime in tacking Honduras'
weakness to weather events**® and FOSDEH criticized that the JOH regime had not included funds
for climate change adaptation and mitigation in the new General Budget for 2019.*
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And Light at the End of a Month

We witnessed two positive developments in Honduras and both have to do with the Supreme Court.
First, over nine years after their destitution and years after a sentence by the IACtHR, the magistrate
Tirza Flores Lanza and the judge Guillermo Lo6pez Lone were finally reinstated in the positions this
month.**® Second, another judicial coup took place in 2012, after four out of the five judges at the
Constitutional Chamber decided to vote against a controversial law allowing the creation of Charter
Cities. The four judges were fired by JOH. This month, their case reached the TACHR and the
commissioner accepted it.** An important side-note, the one judge not fired in 2012 was Oscar
Chinchilla, who was later made Attorney General by JOH and who was illegally reelected this year.
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Another Month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland

Past Activities:

Upcoming Activities:

Subscribe to this monthly report: foro_honduras_suiza@riseup.net

Subscribe to our daily press overview: daniellm@bluewin.ch

Become a member: info@honduras-forum.ch

Support our work: IBAN: CH54 0900 0000 8003 3036 3

http://honduras-forum.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/Honduras-Forum-Schweiz-753337355053820/
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