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Another Month in Honduras...
Human Rights Monitor — August 2018

This month, Honduras was under international scrutiny, at least for a few days, during an official
visit by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. While the long-term impact of the visit
will not be know for a while, the short-term impact could have been better. Even during the
presence of the IACHR commissioners state security forces did not hold back and injured two
students, a journalist and a human right defender on August 1. The remaining days of August then
showed that this was only the first of several acts of state repression in a month that ended with a
national day of protest demanding the end of the JOH regime. Welcome to another month in
Honduras.

In solidarity,

Daniel Langmeier
Honduras Forum Switzerland
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Executive Summary

August started with an visit by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Already before
its first meeting with civil society representatives, the JOH regime tried to stop family members of
victims of the post-electoral human rights violations to participate. Even before they visit was
officially over, one IACHR representative already spoke to the press, expressing concerns about the
failure by the State to comply with recommendations made by the TACHR. When the visit
concluded after five days, the IACHR stated that "structural impunity and the corruption have
eroded trust in public institutions".

It was another dark month for Honduras’ journalists. Already on August 1, the first journalist
suffered from violent repression by state security forces and over the next 30 days, there were about
a dozen more attacks and threats against social communicators and journalists. August saw also
another murder of a lawyer, Rubén Mateo Galan, as well as a environmental defender, Hernan
Meéndez. The Berta Céceres case stalled for almost the whole month and only on August 31, the first
day of the evidentiary hearing took place. At that moment, the MP still had failed to share evidence
with the legal team of Berta’s family and COPINH.

Two mining conflicts took a turn for the worse this month. In Azacualpa, the mining company
launched a defamation campaign against the human rights organizations accompanying the peaceful
protest by the local communities. In Guapinol, armed groups linked to the mining company showed
up in the communities and threatened the peaceful protesters. A small victory regarding a
hydroelectric project was celebrated in Pajuiles as a court ordered the municipality of Tela to stop
the construction work. But the mayor ignored the ruling and the month ended with more police
repression against peaceful protesters.

The Pandora corruption case made headlines this month when ATIC started to seize properties and
goods linked to the case. Especially the intervention of the headquarters of both the National and
Liberal Party caused some surprise. By the end of the month, the buildings are still under control of
the state agency OABI. The sectors trying to impede effective investigation of corruption cases
continued their work this month. Their main focus has been Article 184 of the Criminal Procedure
Code. They would like to abolish the possibility of pre-trial detention for accusations linked to
corruption. The Supreme Court announced a ruling for September.

After 16 rounds of pre-dialogue, the National Dialogue finally took off this month, i.e. it started and
immediately stopped again, before effectively starting on August 27. It has four sub-groups, e.g. one
on the post-electoral human rights violations. Most civil society organizations are still very critical
and the main opposition party Libre is not present at the dialogue.
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Abbreviations

ASJ Association for a More Just Society

ATIC Technical Bureau for Criminal Investigation

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CDM Center for Women's Rights

CEDOH Document Center of Honduras

CIPRODEH Center for Human Rights Research and Promotion

CMH Medical Association Honduras

CNA National Anti-Corruption Council

COFADEH Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared in Honduras
COIPRODEN Coordination of Private Institutions for Children’s Rights
CONADEH National Human Rights Commission

COPINH Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras
FEPRODDHH Special Public Prosecutor Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and

Justice Operators

FOSDEH Social Forum on the External Debt of Honduras
FOSDEH Free, Prior and Informed Consent

HRDs Human Rights Defenders

IACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ILO International Labor Organization

ISHR International Service for Human Rights

MACCIH Support Mission against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
MADJ Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice

MP Attorney General’s Office

OACNUDH UN Human Rights Office in Honduras

TSC Supreme Audit Court

UFECIC Anti-Corruption Unit of the Attorney General’s Office
UNAH National Autonomous University of Honduras

ZEDE Zone for Employment and Economic Development
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Human Rights and Their Defenders

Visit of the IACHR

A delegation by the IACHR traveled for a five-day visit to Honduras on August 30. About 20
national and international human rights organization published a press release to denounce the
grave human rights crisis in Honduras to the IACHR. One of their key demand is an international
investigation of the post-electoral human rights violations.! On the first day, the IACHR organized a
meeting with released political prisoners and family members of victims of the post-electoral crisis.
Pasos de Animal Grande denounced that the JOH regime tried to stop them from going to the
meeting by sending the presidential guards.? HRDs accompanying the family members had to call
the JACHR commissioners in support. When leaving the hotel after the meeting, the participants
were once more intimidated by state security forces.?

On day two of the visit, COFADEH, CEJIL and FSAR presented five cases of impunity from 2009
and 2010 to the IACHR delegation.* One of the cases presented was the murder of the journalist
Nahuim Palacios Arteaga. He was assassinated on March 10, 2010 in Tocoa, Col6n.” On the night of
his murder, Palacios Arteaga was accompanied by Yorleni Yadira Sanchez who also suffered gun
wounds and died two days later in the hospital. Defensores en Linea spoke to her father.® Also on
day two, the executive secretary of the IACHR, Paulo Arbao, shared some first impressions. He
expressed concern about the failure by the State to comply with recommendations made by the
IACHR.”®

During their last day in Honduras, the IACHR delegation shared some preliminary findings with the
public. They found that the "structural impunity and the corruption have eroded trust in public
institutions". Furthermore, they expressed worries about the misalignment of power between the
three pillars of state power. One evidence of this was the illegal re-election of the Attorney General,
which the IACHR also questioned in their report. The IACHR reiterated their demand that the
Honduran State make progress in the investigation into the post-electoral human rights violations
and that they will closely observe this process. Their presentation ended with 25 recommendations.’
1 The Presidential Minister Ebal Diaz reacted to the findings by speaking of historic and structural
reasons causing problems in the country that need time to fix, cynically overlooking that it was the
regime-of-the-day that ordered the state security forces to shoot into the protesting crowds during

http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/denuncias/item/2231-cuerpos-represivos-tenian-orden-de-impedir-que-victimas-de-la-crisis-postelectoral-denunciaran-arbitrariedades-ante-
la-cidh

http://defensoresenlinea.com/tras-nueve-anos-de-impunidad-victimas-buscan-justicia-internacional/

OO Ul A~ W N —

https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2018/171.asp

—_
o

http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/monitoreo-de-compromisos-internacionales/item/2237-gobierno-de-joh-sale-muy-mal-parado-ante-la-cidh-en-su-visita-in-loco
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https://reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2018/07/31/personas-defensoras-denuncian-grave-crisis-de-derechos-humanos-ante-la-cidh-y-piden-creacion-equipo-de-investigacion-internacional-que-audite-al-ministerio-publico/
https://reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2018/07/31/personas-defensoras-denuncian-grave-crisis-de-derechos-humanos-ante-la-cidh-y-piden-creacion-equipo-de-investigacion-internacional-que-audite-al-ministerio-publico/
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the post-electoral protests." The Human Rights Secretary Karla Cueva reacted to the
recommendations by spreading the responsibility to implement them as wide as possible.'

A few days after the visit, MADJ wrote an open letter to the IACHR. They thanked them for
coming, emphasizing the importance of international preoccupation about the human rights
situation in Honduras. "However, despite this recognition we must indicate in an honest and
constructive manner that we are concerned about the absence of some important topics, the generic
nature and, in some cases, the unfounded and confusing assessments and recommendations issued
by the IACHR in its preliminary observations on the on-site visit to the country."" Two days later,
the Human Rights Roundtable held a press conference to comment on the visit and the presentation
of their preliminary findings. They highlighted some "inaccuracies" that they would also share with
the IACHR for their final report, e.g. praising JOH for the creation of the Human Rights Secretary
is highly questionable given that it was his administration that closed it in the first place in 2013."
The month ended with El Pulso publishing three interviews with HRDs further commenting on the

visit and the resulting recommendations." '® /

National Day of Protest

On August 30, the national day of protest organized by the Alignment against the Reelection took
place.” They chose the date, as it is also the International Day of the Forcefully Disappeared. It was
presented as a protest against the JOH regime, against his illegal reelection and they demanded the
investigation of the post-electoral human rights violations as well as the release of the remaining
five political prisoners. The JOH regime tried to intimidate possible participants by threatening to
repress the protesters.'® But in did not work and Hondurans took to the streets in great numbers.” At
the final rally of the protests, Padre Melo announced a plebiscite for the coming months in all
regions of Honduras to return to a constitutional order. After three months of preparation, it should
take place in November and include three questions on restoring the constitutional order; the
economic model of extractivism, and whether JOH should stay in power.*!

COFADEH together with about a dozen other human rights organizations published a statement
demanding the immediate resignation of JOH, the release of the five remaining political prisoners
and that all the charges are dropped against all of the criminalized protesters. They further
demanded justice for the 34 victims documented by them during the post-electoral repression.*

11 http://www.proceso.hn/politica-nacional/36-proceso-electoral/informe-de-la-cidh-reconoce-los-problemas-estructurales-que-tiene-honduras-segun-ebal-diaz.html
13 https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/07/Intrascendente-visita-in-loco-de-la-CIDH-Carta-abierta-del-MADJ

14

15 http://elpulso.hn/vemos-que-las-recomendaciones-son-mediatizadas-wilfredo-mendez/

16

17 http://elpulso.hn/esas-comisiones-de-la-oea-son-una-ficcion-juan-almendarez/

18

19 https://twitter.com/Conexihon/status/1034995819605319680

https://criterio.hn/2018/08/06/muchas-recomendaciones-de-la-cidh-pasan-por-la-voluntad-del-congreso-secretaria-de-dd-hh/

http://www.conexihon.hn/index.php/dh/763-observaciones-de-la-cidh-tienen-algunas-imprecisiones-denuncia-mesa-de-ddhh

http://elpulso.hn/lo-que-en-nicaragua-es-bueno-aqui-es-malo-berta-oliva/

http://www.conexihon.hn/index.php/libertad-de-expresion/786-convergencia-contra-el-continuismo-se-movilizo-a-un-solo-grito-fuera-joh-y-convoca-un-plebiscito-popular

20 http://defensoresenlinea.com/convergencia-contra-el-continuismo-se-movilizo-masivamente/

21

22 http://defensoresenlinea.com/7739-2/

https://criterio.hn/2018/08/30/masiva-movilizacion-en-honduras-contra-el-regimen-de-hernandez/
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Assassinations

On August 18, the environmental defender Hernan Méndez was found murdered in La Ceiba.”® Four
years ago in August, HRD and campesina leader Margarita Murillo was assassinated. She is one of
the 15 HRDs who should have benefited from special protection measures by the IACHR, but who
has been murdered, nonetheless, since 2009.%*

Lawyers

For the third month in a row, a lawyer was murdered in Honduras. On August 6, Rubén Mateo
Galan, was assassinated in his office in San Pedro Sula.”

Attacks, Criminalization and Harassment

Human rights defenders in the Bajo Aguan were especially in the crossfire this month.*® On August
3, the HRD and social communicator Irma Lemus was threatened with death by a local business
leader.”” According to Lemus, the threat was linked to her accompanying local communities in
resistance against a mine by Minera Inversiones Los Pinares (see Mining section below). The same
day, soldiers of the military base in Puerto Castilla evicted Marcial Lopez, HRD and president of a
cooperative belonging to MARCA, from his house.” Lépez is supposed to benefit from special
protection measures granted by the IACHR.* On August 15, three campesinx organization
denounced in a joint press release that through the use of fraud and corruption they have been
robbed of their land.*® On August 29, the social communicator and MUCA leader Vitalino Alvarez
was physically attacked by soldiers when he covered the eviction of the San Isidro farm.*'

The situation was not better for HRDs in other parts of Honduras. In El Progreso, the secretary of
the campesinx organization CNTC, Francisco Godinez, received threats by mobile phone.** Gérman
Chirinos, who coordinates MASSVIDA, a network of popular organizations in Honduras' south had
to leave Honduras after months of criminalization and threats, ending in a death threat directly to
his phone. After three months abroad, he returned this month, but as the situation remains tense, it is
not clear if he can stay.* Further in the south, the human rights organization ADEPZA emitted an
alert denouncing the criminalization of the inhabitants of Puerto Sierra by the landowner Jorge Luis
Cassis Leiva.*

34 http://defensoresenlinea.com/aumenta-la-criminalizacion-en-zacate-grande/
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http://wp.radioprogresohn.net/margarita-murillo-a-cuatro-anos-de-su-asesinato/
http://www.proceso.hn/actualidad/7-actualidad/lider-ambientalista-era-hombre-encontrado-sin-vida-en-la-ceiba.html

a-CH

Honduras Forum Switzerland

Indigenous Peoples

August is the month which includes the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples,® but
Honduras’ indigenous peoples had nothing to celebrate. Already on August 1, family members of a
young indigenous Miskitu man, Espodium Junior Taylor, denounced that their loved one has been
tortured and murdered inside a police station in La Ceiba.*® A week later, OFRANEH made public
that the JOH regime plans to use a protected area to build a thermoelectric power plant in La
Ensenada, La Ceiba.”

Feminist and women's rights organization held a press conference in which they discussed the first
months of the illegal second term of JOH. Among other things, they highlighted the lack of

attention towards the specific challenges of indigenous women by the government.*

Their situation
is even made worse by government policies, such as the regime's intention to force through a
disputed consultation bill (see FPIC section). The organization Las Hormigas estimates that there
are some 6000 environmental defenders criminalized in the country, 1700 of which are women.*
The Nationalist government harms indigenous peoples not only through laws, but Nationalist
congresswo/men also directly harm them. On August 8, COPINH published an alert that “a group of
at least 15 armed men, led by the murderous Rios family, protected by nationalist congressman
Mario Perez, have just evicted an affiliated group of Copinh whose members maintain their camp
inside the land that rightly belongs to them."* Four days later, an indigenous woman, Maria Irene
Benitez Gonzalez, was murdered in Santa Elena, La Paz. The coordinator of the indigenous Lenca
organization MILPAH and brother of the victim denounced that the supposed assassin belonged to a
group forcing through a hydroelectric dam on the Chinacla River and he linked them to the

Nationalist congresswoman Gladys Aurora Lopez.*

The Case of Berta Caceres

In the last few months, the case of Berta Caceres had stalled in Honduras’ courts as trial dates were
repeatedly postponed. This month, the evidentiary hearing should have taken place, but once more
it was postponed. It finally started on August 31 and it spanned over four days in court, so that it
will be subject of the next monthly report. In the weeks up to evidentiary hearing, COPINH
denounced on various occasions that the MP failed to hand over evidence to them.* ** Even though
the court had ordered them to do so, the MP did not comply on 35 occasions.* The IACHR also
expressed concerns regarding this in its presentation of the preliminary findings (see section on the

35 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23429&LangID=E
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IACHR visit).* MADJ which accompanies COPINH and Berta's family in legal matters rightly
asked: "Who is the MP protecting?*®

Several political analysts published comments on the trial this month. The historian Edgar Soriano
explained how the JOH regime tries to "manage" the murder of Berta Caceres and the resulting trial

1. Lahura Emilia

so that it does not threaten its neoliberal and neo-extractive development mode
Vésquez Gaitan reminded us not to mistakenly see the "case" and "cause" of Berta Caceres as one:
"[T]he prosecution is directing the trial towards "Berta's case" and not towards "Berta's cause".
"Berta's case" focuses on trying to judge who shot the gun that ended her life; however, "Berta's
cause" goes beyond murder. It means understanding the origin of the struggles that, for several
years now, various social movements have undertaken against extractive, mining, hydroelectric and

wind projects in Honduras."*

As August came to a close, some more details on the withheld evidence came to light.* “More than
two dozen electronic devices seized in related raids as far back as 2016 were never subjected to
analysis, according to an official response to Caceres’s relatives from the Office of the Prosecutor
for Crimes Against Life, a document that has not yet been made public."* Ten international and
national human rights organizations wrote a public letter to the illegally re-elected Attorney General
Oscar Chinchilla denouncing this as well as further irregularities.*" A week later, over 50 regional
and international human rights organizations published another press release expressing their

concern about "the persistent negligence of the Honduran authorities in the investigation process".*

FPIC

OFRANEH: "After more than two decades since the ILO Convention 169 was ratified and a decade
after the United Nations Declaration on Indigenous Peoples was approved, the State of Honduras is
imposing a Law of Prior Consultation for indigenous peoples with which it seeks to "comply" with
the commitments made, while also dismantling the consultation to turn it into a mere administrative
procedure."* The Observatory of the Human Rights of Honduras' Indigenous Peoples (ODHPINH)
held a well-attended assembly this month. Six of Honduras’ indigenous peoples were present (Maya
Chorti, Lencas, Pech, Miskitus, Tolupanes and Garifunas) and together they rejected the proposed
Consultation Bill.>* * (see the reports from May to July for more information on this topic).

48 https://criterio.hn/2018/08/14/el-caso-y-la-causa-de-berta-caceres/
49 https://copinh.org/2018/08/fiscalia-no-ha-analizado-prueba-a-un-mes-del-juicio-por-el-asesinato-de-berta-caceres/
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LGBTI

To better understand the social, political and economic circumstances of trans women in Honduras,
Expediente Abierto surveyed 46 trans women in the North of Honduras. Their report "Trans
Community in Honduras: A Permanent Struggle to Live" was published this month.*® *” One
particular challenge for the LGBTI community is attempts by state and international actors to divide
them. The Sexual Diversity Committee of Honduras, a network of various LGBTI organizations,
published a press release this month condemning the smear campaign against one of its members,
the LGBT Association Arcoiris. The denounced that state actors try to split the LGBTI
movements.”® Organized religion can be a further source of problems. According to the Pew
Research Center, Honduras has become the most Protestant and second least Catholic country in
Latin America. This development led to one of "the most fervent conservatisms in the continent"
which especially the LGBTI community has suffered from disproportionately. Expediente Ptiblico
spoke with the feminist pastor Ana Ruth Garcia about this situation.

Freedom of Expression and Journalists

August started with a brutal attack against the journalist Kency Gissel Grandez Durén by the
police.®® Grandez Dur6n was covering a student protests at the moment of the attack.®' The violent
reaction by state security forces led to two more students and a human rights defender being hurt.*
The National Police reacted with a press release speaking of a supposed aggression even though
there exists a video of the attack.®® A group of human rights defenders presented an official
complaint at the MP against the police agents.* El Pulso denounced that the supposedly purged
National Police Force still has not understood the work of journalists.®® C-Libre then reported that a
second reporter was attacked by the police while covering the same protest on August 1. Emilio
Flores who works as a cameraman denied handing over his camera to the police and was physically
attacked as a response.®® August saw further attacks against journalists. On August 16, the journalist
Ely Vallejo was attacked by a police agent, again when covering a student protest.”’ Since 2015,
more than 255 complaints of attacks against journalists have been presented, more than 99% rest in
impunity.®
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It is not just the police that is attacking journalists. "I don't give a fuck if you are a journalist". A
soldier assigned to the National Defense Secretariat told this to the journalist Dasaev Aguilar who
filmed outside the secretariat. He wrongly told him that it is forbidden to film there.® On August 30,
the organization Free Press Colén (PLC) filed a complaint against soldiers for abuse of authority

t70

and threats against journalist” during the eviction of the San Isidro cooperative.”

When state security forces are not physically attacking journalists, they still find other ways to stop
them from doing their work. On August 1, journalists and cameramen at UNE-TV denounced that
the JOH regime continuously impeded their journalistic work.”” The same day, the journalist Jorge
Estrada was denied access to cover an event by the Health Secretariat. Just a day before, state
security forces tried to keep journalist Cesar Silva away from a meeting with TACHR commissioner
Edison Lanza. Another tactic is to take journalists of the air. Jairo Lopez denounced that his
television program was arbitrarily shut down and he blamed the Electric Energy Company (EEH) to
be behind it. Lopez had regularly reported on questionable behavior by the company as on
corruption in general.”” Sometimes, the JOH regime does not even have to close uncomfortable
programs, because journalist start to auto-censor themselves. "We decided to be silent because we
can not touch issues such as corruption where some officials and local authorities of this department
are involved because if we mention these issues we run the risk of losing our lives and endangering
our family." Journalists in La Paz, La Paz, shared this somber view with Pasos de Animal Grande.”

Back in 2015, Honduras was examined by the UN Human Rights Council as part of the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR). Member states made various recommendations to Honduras regarding
freedom of expression and the work of journalists. Pasos de Animal Grande spoke with Maria
Soledad Pazo, the representative of OACNUDH, regarding the office's follow-up on these
recommendations.” According to Pasos de Animal Grande, there are several legal figures in force in
Honduras that need to be abolished for violating freedom of expression according to the IACHR.”
Instead of abolishing them, new bills are in the pipeline. Nationalist congressman Marco Velazquez

presented a worrisome bill demanding the creation of “a strategy to control popular protests".”

August ended with a new wave of threats against journalists working for Radio Progreso. In less
than a week, OACNUDH published two press releases. On August 21, Sandra Maribel Sanchez
received a death threat by phone.”” OACNUDH expressed its "profound concern about the threats
against the Radio Progreso journalist and human rights defender Sandra Maribel Sanchez."” In the
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second press release, it expressed its concern about the threats and denigration campaigns against
Radio Progreso and especially its director Padre Melo.*

Protection Mechanism

The case of journalist Jairo Lopez may turn into one of the emblematic cases to show the limits of
the protection mechanism in Honduras. In the newest deterioration this month, the Preventive
Police Force negated him police protection even though the protection mechanism had ordered it.*'

Political Prisoners

"Honduran political prisoners Edwin Espinal and Ratl Alvarez, criminalized on trumped up charges
related to protests against election fraud, have been in jail for nearly seven months. This week
[August 11], from inside the La Tolva maximum security prison, they wrote open letters with
messages of hope, thanks, and commitment to the struggle."® At the end of August, Libre presented
a bill in Congress which would grant amnesty to the political prisoners held since the post-electoral
crisis.”

Extractive Industries

While some extractive projects in Honduras have made negative headlines for months or more (see
the two sub-sections below), a new one causes grave concerns in the affected communities. With the
beginning of the dredging of the Henécan harbor, aquaculture producers and artisan fishermen from
the Gulf of Fonseca fear an economic and social crisis.* While the privatizing body Coalianza,
which promotes the project, claimed that there would not be any environmental damage that could
not be mitigated, the Energy, Natural Resources and Mining Secretariat (MiAmbiente) later
conceded that they hadn’t received any environmental impact study on the construction.®® El Pulso
published an interview with Satl Montifar of CODDEFFAGOLF, who fears that the construction
leads to permanent damage to the fishing communities in the region.*

Hydroelectricity

The month began with some good news from MADJ. The human rights organization successfully
filed a legal challenge against the hydroelectric project Los Planes by HIDROCEP. The court
ordered the municipality of Tela to stop the construction work.” Nevertheless, the municipality
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ignored the ruling and the inhabitants set up a protest camp at the mayoralty.*® MADJ denounced
that the municipality’s "ineffectiveness boarders on complicity" with HIDROCEP.* On August 14,
the municipality of Tela finally reacted. It announced that the construction work by HIDROCEP
must stop and that the MP would guarantee this.” But again, the Nationalist mayor of Tela, Dario
Munguia, did not follow up on his promise. As a consequence, the communities from Pajuiles
occupied the highway CA-13.°* COBRA special forces violently dispersed the protest.**

The pressure continued to rise on the local community and the human rights defenders
accompanying them. Radio Dignity, affiliated with MADJ, was threatened with closure and its staff
was threatened by people linked to HIDROCEP.*

Mining

In the last couple of months, we witnessed almost every month that a community declared itself free
of mining. In August, it was the turn of La Bisina in Tocoa, Col6n.* For the remainder of the
month, mining was mainly in the news for the worrisome situations in Azacualpa as well as in
Guapinol.

In May, we reported the good news that a court ordered a stop to the exhumations promoted by the
mining company MINOSA in Azacualpa. But as previous court ruling, the company also ignored
this one. The attacks against the local inhabitants protesting against the company continued.” Even
worse, MINOSA started a defamation campaign against human rights organizations accompanying
the local people.”® The former Attorney General Edmundo Orellano felt inspired to use it as an
example of how the mining sector in Honduras is detrimental to the wellbeing of the public.”” As a
response to the situation in Azacualpa, six European solidarity organizations wrote an open letter to
the Honduran authorities expressing their concerns about the non-respect of court rulings by
MINOSA and they demanded an end to the defamation campaign.®

As the month proceeded, more human rights organizations emitted press releases condemning the
behavior of MINOSA.* ' ConexiHon published a helpful article on the situation there going back
to 2012, when the protests initiated. Back then, MINOSA first expressed its intention to expand its
mining concession to the cemetery of Azacualpa. Over the years, in collusion with local authorities,

90 https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/14/1.a-digna-resistencia-de-Pajuiles-triunf%C3%B3

91 https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/15/Pobladores-de-Pajuiles-se-toman-carretera-CA-13-en-Tela-exigiendo-el-cumplimiento-del-paro-de-labores-del-proyecto-hidroel
%C3%A9ctrico-los-planes

97 https://criterio.hn/2018/08/13/el-calvario-de-azacualpa-la-union-copan/

98 http://honduras-forum.ch/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/carta-abierta-Azacualpa.pdf
99 http://www.fosdeh.com/2018/08/pronunciamiento-de-solidaridad-con-asonog/

100 http://www.clibrehonduras.comy/index.php/alertas/estigmatizacion/886-campana-de-estigmatizacion-contra-organizaciones-de-ddhh

Page 13 out of 26


http://www.clibrehonduras.com/index.php/alertas/estigmatizacion/886-campana-de-estigmatizacion-contra-organizaciones-de-ddhh
http://www.fosdeh.com/2018/08/pronunciamiento-de-solidaridad-con-asonog/
http://honduras-forum.ch/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/carta-abierta-Azacualpa.pdf
https://criterio.hn/2018/08/13/el-calvario-de-azacualpa-la-union-copan/
https://criterio.hn/2018/08/09/red-europea-de-solidaridad-con-honduras-exigen-se-paren-exhumaciones-en-cementerio-de-azacualpa/
https://criterio.hn/2018/08/07/agresiones-contra-defensores-de-cementerio-en-azacualpa-estan-a-la-orden-del-dia-por-oponerse-a-la-mineria/
https://criterio.hn/2018/08/05/pobladores-de-la-abisinia-en-tocoa-colon-dicen-no-a-la-mineria/
http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/amenazas-a-la-libertad-de-expresion/item/2255-radio-dignidad-opera-bajo-amenazas-de-grupos-poderosos
http://wp.radioprogresohn.net/incumplen-fallo-que-ordena-detener-hidroelectrica-hidrocep-en-el-sector-de-pajuiles-tela/
https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/15/Pobladores-de-Pajuiles-se-toman-carretera-CA-13-en-Tela-exigiendo-el-cumplimiento-del-paro-de-labores-del-proyecto-hidroel%C3%A9ctrico-los-planes
https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/15/Pobladores-de-Pajuiles-se-toman-carretera-CA-13-en-Tela-exigiendo-el-cumplimiento-del-paro-de-labores-del-proyecto-hidroel%C3%A9ctrico-los-planes
https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/14/La-digna-resistencia-de-Pajuiles-triunf%C3%B3
https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/12/En-5-puntos-La-complicidad-e-inoperancia-de-la-Municipalidad-de-Tela
https://www.movimientoamplio.org/single-post/2018/08/08/Con-campamento-le-exigen-a-la-municipalidad-cumplir-sentencia-y-parar-obras-de-HIDROCEP

a-CH

Honduras Forum Switzerland

the company had 26 community leaders criminalized.'” In a further press release, ASONOG,
CIPRODEH and MADJ, the three human rights organizations denigrated by MINOSA, denounced
that extractive companies control and manipulate State institutions to force through their projects.'®

As in Azacualpa the situation in Guapinol took a turn to the worse this month. The resistance
against the mining company Minera Pinares of Lenir Pérez, son-in-law of Miguel Facussé, grew
further. Inhabitants of more than 10 communities protested that the mining project contaminates
their water.'® The Coordination of Popular Organizations of the Aguan (COPA) also reported on a
meeting with state bodies to complain that the mining concession affects the main area of the Carlos
Escaleras Mejia National Park.'® But instead of taking up the complaints of the protesters, a
representative of the state secretariat MiAmbiente tried to blame the inhabitants of Guapinol, Colén
if something were to happen to them.'® A week later, something did happen. Armed groups showed
up in the communities and threatened the peaceful protesters.'*

Corruption and Its Enemies

Honduras has various current corruption cases that are discussed in the media and among the public.
While this was also the case this month, another case made unexpectedly headlines in August. Out
of the blue, a higher court revoked the alternative measures to imprisonment for the former
members of the Judiciary Council and ordered their preventive imprisonment. Their work at the
Judiciary Council was summarized as a “history of the abuses and pressures" by El Pulso.'”” Their
legal teams reacted with presenting new appeals with suspensive effect.'”® But their strategy failed.
On August 8, the anti-corruption judge Vera Barahona confirmed the suspension of their alternative
measures to imprisonment.'® The former Attorney General Edmundo Orellana called this decision
historic."® The Nationalist congressmen Mario Pérez and Antonio Rivera Callejas, meanwhile,
expressed solidarity with them.'"

Among the accused is the former president of the Supreme Court, Jorge Rivera Avilés, who faces no
less than 191 charges." The former Libre congressman Rasel Tomé comments on his arrest: He
stopped being useful to the powerful.'® Their defense teams continued to present appeals, but they
had no delaying effects anymore and the accused remained In prison', i.e. in a military prison

103 https:/tiempo.hn/honduras-crece-resistencia-a-mina-alutech/
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away from any other inmates."® The month ended with some sobering news regarding the case. The
president of the Supreme Audit Court (TSC), Jose Juan Poneda, declared that the process against
them should rather be of administrative instead of penal nature.''®

August produced also reports on new corruption cases, e.g. one involving the Family Support
Program (Praf). Two companies and an NGO are being investigated for supposedly stealing $3.1
million from Praf between 2011 and 2014."” The former judge Liz Nufiez Cardona will face trial for
favoring two cousins linked to organized crime of the former vice-president of the Judiciary
Council, Teodoro Bonilla."® She was found guilty of abuse of authority but not for breach of legal
duty (prevaricato) and, therefore, does not have to await her sentencing in prison."® There is also
potential for many future corruption cases. FOSDEH denounced that there are currently 67 trusts

managing some 18 billion Lempiras without much oversight.'*

While corruption cases continue to make headlines, this is not the case anymore for the MACCIH.
Since it got a new spokesperson, the international anti-corruption body is less in the news. The
spokesperson Luiz Antonio Guimardes Marrey spoke to the press this month after complaints had
been voiced about a perceived lack of communication. He declared that he would not be a "media
personality" and that he would only talk if they had concluded an investigation and not in advance
while an investigation was still being conducted.'* In the same interview, he insisted on the
approval of the Efficient Collaboration Bill'*
This bill has become some kind of a litmus test to show that there is still no political will in

, as had done his predecessors on many occasions.

Honduras to fight corruption. For more information on the MACCIH, the Center For Latin
American & Latino Studies published its fifth edition of the MACCIH Monitor covering the time of
May 1 to July 31, 2018 by.'** Another book on corruption in Honduras was published this month by
the Document Center of Honduras (CEDOH): "Impunity, Corruption and Insecurity in Honduras:
Democratic Challenges for the New Government 2018-2022"."*

The Onslaught against the Anti-Corruption Bodies

The month started with a trip by UFECIC’s Luis Santos to the US, meeting among others with the
State Department.'*® There, he denounced that powerful actors actively undermine the fight against

corruption in Honduras.'*® The US Chargé d’Affaires in Honduras, Heide Fulton, reacted on Twitter,
127

voicing words of support for UFECIC.™*" One such attempt to undermine corruption investigation
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was seen shortly after Santos’ US trip. The Nationalist president of Congress, Mauricio Oliva,
called on the Constitutional Chamber to protect him from a corruption investigation. The court
accepted the request . But as the Constitutional Chamber did not decide unanimously, the request

will go to the plenary session of the Supreme Court.'*®

Honduras court system play a dubious role in fighting corruption in Honduras. Gabriela
Castellanos, the director of the CNA, denounced that the Constitutional Chamber has shown time
and time again that its rulings were not based in the law but rather aligned with political interests.'*
If one judge tries to deviate from this, he or she may be punished. ConfidencialHN reported on a
questionable rotation inside the Judicial Power. The judge that ordered the release of the seized
possessions belonging to Ramén Matta Waldurraga was rotated to another position.'* Political
analysts told El1 Tiempo that this undermined judicial independence.'*

A further prominent attack on the fight against corruption involves Article 184 of the Criminal
Procedure Code. The article regulates for which crimes someone can be held in custody while
awaiting trial. It made headline news this month because officials accused of corruption in the
Pandora case wanted to get rid of it and they got unexpected support by the IACHR. After its visit
to Honduras (see above), they presented a list of recommendations, among them a reform of Article
184."* The article itself is rather recent and was established in 2013 when JOH was president of
Congress. The article by ConfidencialHN offers an overview. Reinvigorated, Nationalist
congressman Mario Pérez demanded that only "crimes of blood" can lead to preventive

imprisonment.'*

On August 21, Congress' Human Rights Commission presented a bill to reform Article 184."** The
MACCIH reacted immediately warning that such a reform would weaken the fight against
corruption.'® The MP followed with a statement the next day saying that the article does not violate
constitutional nor international law ratified by Honduras.'* The statement came just hours after the
US embassy, i.e. its chargé d'affaires Heide Fulton, tweeted that they are closely observing
Congress and its attempt to reform the Article 184."” The tweet also seemed to influence the
position of the National Party. Before the tweet, Congress' president Mauricio Oliva told the press
that the reform represents a sovereign decision by Congress.'*® Then afterwards, both he and the
National Party seemed to take a step back speaking of consulting various sectors before taking a
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decision.™ By months end, Oliva seemed to have changed his mind once more speaking out in
favor of a reform.'®

The Case against the Former First Lady Rosa Elena de Lobo

The former First Lady Rosa Elena de Lobo tried once more, unsuccessfully, to end her pre-trial
detention.'*!

The Case against Congresswo/men

Just about three months ago, Congress made negative headlines due to widespread corruption in the
use of departmental funds. As a reaction, Congress eliminated the Departmental Development Fund
on July 12. In August, just a month later, Nationalist congressman Mario Pérez introduced a bill
asking once more for the creation of a departmental fund.'*

The IHSS Case

In August, the individualization of the penalty against three accused in the IHSS corruption case
started. The MP demanded the maximum penalty of 35 years for Mario Roberto Zelaya Rojas and
José Ramén Bertetty Osorio and 15 years for Juan Carlos Maradiaga Ortiz.'*

The Pandora Case

Since the revelation of the Pandora corruption case, dozens of articles on it have been published
changing between hope that some powerful actors finally will be held to account and resignation
that not much will change. The month started with an Op-Ed by the former attorney general
Edmundo Orellana.'** His comment on the case as "selective justice" belongs to the second camp.
This resignation was fueled by a ruling in July that allowed 24 accused to leave prison and await the
trial in freedom. On August 3, the MACCIH announced that they support the appeal by UFECIC
against the ruling.'*> According to both the MACCIH and UFECIC, the accused should continue to

be accused of money laundering and not just concealment.

Since its revelation, more sub-cases were added to the overarching Pandora case which initially
involved 38 people. One of the new sub-cases involves the current First Lady who received $60°000
through checks emitted by one of the companies linked to the main Pandora case."”” On August 28,
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a joint effort by UFECIC'* and the MACCIH' led to the seizure of 46 properties, 9 companies and
various goods linked to the case.” '*! The seizure made prominent headlines, because ATIC, the

body conducting the seizures, also sought out the seats of both the National and the Liberal Party.'>
The political analyst Victor Meza portrayed this as something unprecedented reflecting a new US
priority to combat corruption in Honduras." Time will tell if this is really the case. So far the fight
against corruption has fallen short of any meaningful convictions.

State Security Forces

The Special Commission for the Purge and Transformation of the National Police of Honduras
(“Purging Commission”) presented this month the new Police Career Bill."* Their work was
supported by the Association for a More Just Society (ASJ) and the US (see further below). The
new head of the MACCIH, Luiz Antonio Guimardes Marrey, announced to support the purge of the
National Police Force." The month ended with the committee announcing to purge another 78
police officials.®

Back in July 2016, Congress announced to create the Investigative Unit of the Violent Deaths of
Women at the MP as well as an accompanying inter-institutional commission.'”” Nothing happened
for over two years, as feminist and women’s rights organizations continued to push for it. On
August 16, the JOH regime finally installed the inter-institutional commission. It consists of ATIC,
the Public Prosecutor for Crimes against Life, the Security Secretariat, the Human Rights, Justice,
Governance and Descentralization Secretariat, the National Office for Women, CONADEH as well
as three civil society organizations, the Women’s Studies Center Honduras (CEM-H), the Women’s
Movement for Peace “Visitacién Padilla” and the Quality of Life Association.'*® August once more
has shown how important such a commission, if effective, is for Honduras. ContraCorriente
published the tragic story of Yeni Ferrera - a femicide which could have been averted, had the
Honduran State just acted upon receiving her cry of help as a victim of domestic violence.'

Post-Electoral Human Rights Violations

"More than six months after security forces in Honduras killed numerous protesters during a violent
post-election crackdown, not a single indictment has been filed against the perpetrators of what the
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UN high commission for human rights has described as extra-judicial executions."'® During these
times, the young Jesuis Bautista Salvador was forcefully disappeared and so far his family
accompanied by COFADEH has unsuccessfully searched for him.""

Repressions

A school teacher was stopped by the Military Police while protesting with a "Fuera JOH" sign. They
took his identity card and then asked him to give them money to hand the card back to him."** Near
Tela, COBRA special forces violently dispersed a protest against the mayor of Tela.'®® The
Nationalist mayor, Dario Munguia, had ignored a court ruling to stop the construction of a
hydroelectric plant (see section on Extractive Industries).

ConexiHon got access to state documents proving that state intelligence forces spied on on the
student movement MEU last year. ConexiHon feels reminded of the dark days of the National
Security Doctrine in the 80s in Honduras.'* More acts of aggression and repression by state security
forces in August have been highlighted in the three sections on Attacks, Criminalization and
Harassment, Indigenous Peoples, and Freedom of Expression further up.

Militarization

Five years ago, the Military Police was created and has since been responsible for various
assassinations, threats and acts of repression. Nevertheless, El Heraldo offered its commander Tito
Livio Moreno Coello a platform to praise the institution. Moreno Coello even wants the Military
Police to grow even further and take up new tasks.'®® JOH also praised the internationally criticized
institution.'*

International Community

The JOH regime continues to sign international cooperation agreements as if the human rights
violations during the post-electoral crisis had never happened and Honduras had been
“normalized”'®’. First, the Inter-American Development Bank (BID) granted Honduras a $412
million loan, 60 million will be dedicated to security.'®® '* Second, the Honduran Central Bank
signed a cooperation agreement with the World Bank regarding the National Survey of Household
Incomes and Expenditures (ENIGH).'”° Third, the Human Rights Secretariat with the support of
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UNICEF installed a body to monitor the recommendations made to Honduras regarding the rights
of children.'”* Further agreements were signed with US and European bodies as listed below.

us

The above section on corruption highlighted how the topic continues to make headlines in
Honduras. The US helped in this endavor this month. Back in 2012, the US Congress approved the
so-called Magnitsky Act directed at Russia which in 2016 was expanded to the Global Magnitsky
Act allowing the US Government to sanction foreign government officials implicated in human
rights abuses. A Democratic and a Republican congresswo/man requested to have a group of
Central-American congressmen added to the list, among them the Nationalist Oscar Néjera.'”? 7> He
reacted by blaming civil society leaders for speaking badly about Honduras abroad. This
denigration of human rights defenders has a sad tradition in Honduras.'”* The former General
Attorney Edmundo Orellana believes that some of the accused in the Pandora corruption case could
be included in the US Global Magnitsky list.'”

This month, Democratic US congressman Jim McGovern traveled together with various US mayors
to Honduras to get to know the country a bit better and to understand why people flee from it to the
US. During their stay, they met with Radio Progreso as an act of solidarity.'” In a press conference,
the US mayor of Somerville, Massachusetts, Joseph Curtatone, said that US president Trump
wanted to make the US believe that the situation in Honduras has improved in order to justify
abolishing the Temporary Protection Status (TPS): "But as almost everything he says...it was a
lie."!”’

The Clean Politics Unit signed a cooperation agreement with the US National Democratic Institute
(NDI).'”® The MP under its illegally reelected Attorney General Oscar Chinchilla signed a
cooperation agreement with USAID with the aim of promoting justice and reduce impunity.'”
Furthermore, the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) of the US
State Department supported the Honduran purging commission in the elaboration of the Police

Career Bill.'®

The month ended with an important call by PBI USA: "In the coming weeks, the U.S. State
Department will decide whether to certify that Honduras has met a number of conditions required
for the release of full funding under the Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act. One of these conditions is that Honduras is taking effective steps to
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protect the ability of human rights defenders, opposition party members, journalists, and other civil
society activists to work without interference. The U.S. State Department is likely to claim that
Honduras is complying; never has the State Department done otherwise. But international human
rights experts and Honduras’ own governmental human rights office, CONADEH, have consistently
found that the work of human rights defenders and other civil society activists has been impeded in
Honduras, often directly by government agents. Various international organizations have called out
the U.S. government's continued certification of Honduras as a direct interference into the work of
defenders and civil society activists who are facing egregious levels of violence for the work that
they do."™®

EU

JOH met the Spanish president of Congress, Ana Pastor, this month to discuss among other things
the controversial construction of the Palmerola airport. The construction company belongs to Lenir
Peréz, the son-in-law of the deceased palm oil magnate Miguel Facussé.'® Peréz possesses various
companies, among them a mining company which made negative headlines these last months (see
in the Mining sector).

The Dutch Institute for Multi-Party Democracy announced a collaboration with Honduras’ Clean
Politics Unit.'® In the same month, the same unit had already announced a collaboration with the
US National Democratic Institute (NDI) (see above).

Drug Trafficking

Expediente Publico published an interesting interview this month with a former employee of the
Anti-Drugs Unit of the National Police. Granting the person anonymity, they speak about the
failings inside the police force.'

Varia

The National Dialogue

While there was only little substantial news in July about the national dialogue, this changed again
this month. Radio Progreso offered a helpful dialogue about what the different sectors really think
when they use the word dialogue. They conclude: "We would like to believe and trust that the
dialogue opens doors to removes masks. However, in a country as convulsed and unstable as ours,
nothing will be achieved only at dialogue tables. It is absolutely necessary that the citizens

181 https://pbiusa.org/content/us-should-not-sign-violence-honduras-1

184 http://expedientepublico.org/index.php/seguridad-y-violencia/93-el-abc-del-narcomenudeo-en-honduras
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contribute to the recovery of the lost democracy through mobilization and social, conscious,

peaceful and organized pressure."'®

One controversy that accompanied the discussions about the dialogue since the beginning was its
legal character: would the resolutions be binding or not?. This month, JOH claimed that he signed
an executive decree making the dialogue binding.'® On August 14a after eight months of
preparation, 16 rounds of pre-dialogue, the official dialogue started...and was immediately
suspended once more due to political disagreements.'® The Liberal Party accuses the National Party
of not wanting an inclusive dialogue preferring a divide and conquer strategy. The Opposition
Alliance denounced that the National Party wanted, as the only one, double the amounts of seats at
the table because they represent both the party and the government.'#® 1%

While the UN representative promoting the dialogue, Igor Garafulic, continued believing in it,
criticism about the dialogue kept growing.'® In a press conference at COFADEHS’s, the Alignment
against the Reelection (CCC) highlighted the need to return to a constitutional order before siting
down for a dialogue. "The current political dialogue will not arrive at that solution and much less
will it find the necessary consensus that will lead to the construction of a country of justice,
democracy and welfare for all, because the regime only bets on its consolidation, therefore it seeks

to legitimize and legalize its crime of treason."'!

Deaf to such criticism, the UN pushed forward and on August 27, the dialogue started a second
time. Discussions will be held at four round tables: i) the 2017 electoral process and the reelection;
ii) human rights, iii) constitutional reforms and strengthening of the rule of law, and iv) electoral
reforms. Criterio denounced that JOH will in the end be the one to have to recognize the agreements
coming out of the dialogue.® ConfidencialHN published the agreement signed by the parties
present at the dialogue. It also lists the topics the parties want to discuss at the above mentioned
round tables. The National Party and the Executive Power do not mention the assassinated
protesters, rather they want to investigate the threats against and deaths of police agents and
soldiers.'” This fit with later statements by JOH in a radio emission. He announced the importance
to investigate the presence of organized crime during the election.'® He had already used this in
November, unconvincingly claiming that Maras supported the Opposition Alliance.

1 8 5 http://wp.radioprogresohn.net/el-dialogo-en-manos-de-politicos-09-agosto-2018/

189 http://wp.radioprogresohn.net/empantanado-estan-intenciones-de-dialogo-politico-en-honduras/
190 http://wp.radioprogresohn.net/de-dialogos-y-sorderas-23-agosto-2018/
191 http://defensoresenlinea.com/convergencia-contra-el-continuismo-no-puede-haber-dialogo-si-antes-no-se-retorna-al-orden-constitucional/
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Student Protests

The strike in the transport sector ended last month as their leaders betrayed the public by agreeing
with the JOH regime to raise the price for public transport instead of lowering fuel prices (see last
month’s report). Students took up the struggle this month demanding both lower fuel and public
transport prices.'® ' They even started to partly occupy the UNAH again as they had done during
last year's protests.'”’

On August 8, C-Libre denounced that one of the protests was shot at from an unknown attacker
from a car.'® As with previous protests, state security forces used heavy force to repress them.”
But the students continued and younger high schools pupils joined the protests, taking place at
different schools in Tegucigalpa.”® State security forces responded with more repression violently
evicting protesting students in three Honduran cities.””" Once more, a civilian shot at the protesting

202

students®” and as in 2017, state authorities started to threaten protesting students with expulsion.?®

Education Minister Marcial Solis announced "re-educative and disciplinary measures" further

criminalizing the protests.**

On August 22, two students were beaten and arrested. CIPRODEH further denounced that the
police did not even let the public prosecutor see the students to receive complaints for
mistreatment.”® A day later, COIPRODEN demanded that the Honduran State should listen to the
demands of the protesting students rather than having state security forces attack them and the legal
system criminalize them.?® The regime did not listen and its security forces once more went after

protesting students.?”

Poverty

August saw another increase in Honduras’ already high-priced basket of basic goods.”® The former
head of Honduras' Central Bank, Hugo Noé Pino, warns that 2018 may come to a close with both
higher inflation and higher poverty rates.*® The current drought could further worsen the

203 http://www.pasosdeanimalgrande.com/index.php/en/amenazas-a-la-libertad-de-expresion/item/2256-dirigentes-estudiantiles-que-conducen-tomas-de-colegios-estan-amenazados-por-activistas-
del-partido-nacional
204 https://confidencialhn.com/funcionario-pide-sanciones-para-los-que-interrumpan-clases/

209 https://confidencialhn.com/honduras-cerrara-2018-con-mayor-inflacion-y-desempleo/
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situation.?'® This does not square well with the high salaries by some public officials in Honduras as
denounced by FOSDEH this month.?"

Expediente Ptiblico published an analysis on how economic growth so far failed to help the poor in
Honduras. In 2017, Honduras' economy grew by 3.9%, the fifth fastest growing economy in Latin
America. At the same time, Honduras is the third most unequal country in the world and it is
estimated that more than 6 million people live in poverty. The cost of their monthly basic goods has
grown from 69% in 2001 to 106$ in 2017. As a consequence, only 26% of parents believed in 2013
that they children will have it better than them, back in 2004, the number was 59%."

Public Health

August started with a strike by employees at the San Felipe Hospital. They denounced the lack of
payment and that the hospital hired Nationalist activists for senior positions instead of hospital
personnel.””® The National Party further arbitrarily deducts a percentage of the salaries of doctors
hired ad-interim and those without a permanent employment as denounced by the Medical
Association Honduras (CMH).** Further strike actions were announced as a response to the low

stock of pharmaceuticals in most medical centers.*'* *'°

Honduras public health system sufferers from various challenges, but the CMH highlighted this
month that the general crisis of the system is government-induced to prepare the grounds for
privatization.”"” This became evident when JOH announced the creation of a Special Commission to
Transform the Health System.*'® **° It is called the National Health Commission and the former
UNAH dean Julieta Castellanos was announced as one of its members.”’ The commission is headed
by the Secretary of Health, Octavio Sanchez. Castellanos's nomination raised some question, as the
body responsible for the University Hospital, one of the most obvious cases of the failings of public
health in Honduras, is administrated by UNAH.**! The former director of the Pan-American Health
Organization (PAHO), Carlyle Guerra de Macedo, commented on the intervention body: "The
centralization process of bureaucratic power, so common in our region, is not accidental. It is, in
fact, an expression of the need to concentrate the power of the elites, a way of preventing social

participation in political decision making."***
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Economy

The former president of the Honduran Economists Association, Liliana Castillo, questions the
promised economic success by JOH's 20/20 program. According to her, job creation has not lived
up to the promises and foreign direct investment stalled and is mainly in the form of rollovers and

not fresh capital.**

Sexual Violence

Doctors without Borders published a new report this month in which they highlight Honduras as the
country with the highest rate of rape in Latin America.*** Honduras further suffers from a lack of
sexual and reproductive rights as the Center for Women's Rights (CDM) exposed in a public
forum.*” Women’s rights organizations especially denounced the prohibition of emergency

contraceptive pills.**®

And Light at the End of a Month

Sadly, nothing came to mind this month...
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Another Month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland

Past Activities:

Everyone seemed to have fled Switzerland’s summer heat and it was a
quiet month at the Honduras Forum Switzerland.

Upcoming Activities:

Subscribe to this monthly report: foro_honduras_suiza@riseup.net

Subscribe to our daily press overview: daniellm@bluewin.ch
Become a member: info@honduras-forum.ch

Support our work: IBAN: CH54 0900 0000 8003 3036 3

http://honduras-forum.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/Honduras-Forum-Schweiz-753337355053820/
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